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                        April 17, 2024 
Meeting Summary 

 

*Agenda, Materials and email to members to focus discussion that were 
distributed to committee are attached to this summary. 

Members in Attendance: 

Shannon Hinchcliffe, Bridget Bryck, Betsy Brinson, Charles Hurt, Dominique Zervas, 
Gabriel D. Cantu, Genissa Richardson, Hayley Hurst, James Hanika, Jessica Kuchan, 
Jonathan Charnitski, James Stroud, Jon Sitkin, Kristen Cavanaugh, Luke Phifer, 
Stephanie Kraft, and Sallye Quinn. 

Others in Attendance:  

Kate Dumas (AOC), Dan Raas, Dylan R. Hedden-Nicely, Hayley Ventoza, Jay Weiner, 
Rio Rodrigues, Heidi Bode, and Piper Tolbert,  

Meeting began at 9:01 a.m. 

Started with the motions practice discussion and clarified that the feedback being 
requested is related to the early phase of the case. 

• It is important that the court give certainty through an early order. 
• Those who spoke to the issue agreed with enlarged timelines such as those laid 

out in early Acquavella orders. 
• Several members commented that it is important in motions practice that there 

are standard recurring days and times set for hearings. 
• While there is general support about the meeting of parties when necessary, the 

feedback suggests that it should be encouraged but not required at this point.  
• The moving party should not be able to note the matter for hearing or serve 

notice of the hearing date on any other parties. 
• The court can use its discretion on requiring parties to meet based on the nature 

of the motion/proceeding. 
• Choosing counsel or limiting those who engage in oral argument will be 

dependent on how parties align on an issue. Arizona may be a good model on 
how parties respond and confer to scheduling a motion for oral argument and the 
time allowed. 



• When asked about concerns or requests related to briefing schedules and/or 
page limitations, members expect the court to give their guidelines and if 
necessary parties want exceptions they can petition the court. 

• Concerns still remain about consistent publication of a docket sheet and 
receiving notice of filings and case events. 

• Predictability of process and schedule is critical. 
• Concerns were raised about self-represented litigants, as well as citizens that 

may or may not be aware of the proceeding, and how they will be informed about 
the events of the case. 

This dovetailed into outreach concerns: 

• Members discussed concerns related to outreach to make citizens aware of the 
proceeding. 

• Resources should be easy to find and easy to use. 
• Possibly there should be a PSA campaign related to the water adjudication. 
• The concern about having adequate notice via the docket sheet and what the 

requirements will be to serve a motion on potential claimants still persists. 

Continued to the self-represented litigants’ resources part of the agenda. Heidi Bode, 
Executive Director and Piper Tolbert, Programs Manager from Law Advocates 
introduced themselves and took questions. They explained that Law Advocates has an 
income eligibility requirement to assist individuals but there could possibly be some 
flexibility in general outreach. Further discussion with committee members and Law 
Advocates, some issues were identified about holding legal clinics for water adjudication 
including what attorneys could assist with Law Advocates clinics given how RPC 6.5 
addresses known conflicts of interest. 

Shannon gave a brief review of the resources that are in discussion and will become 
available in the near future including an eFiling training video, the Guide and File 
application, technical assistance from Ecology at their field office, Whatcom Public 
Works water estimator, FAQs, and other court and clerk staff training. 

Shannon invited additional feedback regarding the formation of a case management 
committee, including how large the committee should be, eligibility requirements to be a 
committee member, and how often they should meet. Additionally, Shannon will request 
the committee to suggest topics for the May meeting considering any developments that 
occur between now and then. 
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Purpose: To provide feedback related to Whatcom Superior Court 
Administration related to the procedural and administrative processes 
in the anticipated Nooksack WRIA 1 water adjudication.  
  

AGENDA 
 

1. Featured Meeting Topic(s)1: Motions practice, self-represented litigant 
resources, remote proceedings. 

 
A. Motions Practice – early stages of the case; prior to all claimants 

joining the case 
1. Acquavella PTO #1 (Sep. 17, 1981) (moving party may not note 

the matter for hearing nor serve notice of a hearing date, court 
notifies all parties of hearing date, opposing parties required to 
meet and confer, time limits, selecting counsel to be heard during 
oral argument/lead counsel, pro se involvement in argument)  

2. Acquavella PTO #2 (June 6, 1984)  
3. Arizona Gila PTO #1 pps.10-13  
4. Establish briefing schedules and page limits for motions 

 
B. Self-Represented Litigants’ Resources 

1. Law Advocates – discuss potential for helping self-represented 
litigants 

2. eFiling training video 
3. Guide and File application 
4. Technical assistance from Ecology – field office kiosk 
5. Whatcom Public Works – water estimator  
6. FAQs and other resources 

 
C. Remote Proceedings vs. In-person Proceedings 

1. Current state of physical facilities & courtroom space 
2. Concerns related to remote proceedings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shannon Hinchcliffe 
 
 
 

 
pps. 3-5 

 
 
 

 
pps. 6-12 

  
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Topic sourced from areas of concern cited at January 17, 2024 committee meeting, issues list submitted for February, 21, 
2024 meeting, and court’s request for feedback. 

https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/GeneralStreamAdjudication/docs/gila-gpto1.pdf


 
 

2. Items that have been on past agendas but not discussed 
 
A. Assigning Claims to New Owners; Substitution of Parties; Change of 

Ownership (CR 24 and CR 25) *Beginning of Notice and Service List 
discussion 
1. Acquavella PTO #7 & Corresponding Motion to Adopt Form Related 

to Joinder of Additional Parties 
2. AZ - Gila River Adj. PTO #4 
3. OR - Klamath Basin Adj. CMO #13 
4. OR - Klamath Basin Adj. Change of Ownership Form 

 
B. Substitution of Parties, Change of Ownership (CR 24 and CR 25),  

1.     Acquavella PTO #3 Continuing Duty to Update Change in Address 
or Ownership; Acquavella PTO #7 & Corresponding Motion to 
Adopt Form Related to Joinder of Additional Parties 

2.     AZ - Gila River Adj. PTO #4 
3.     OR - Klamath Basin Adj. CMO #13; OR - Klamath Basin Adj. 

Change of Ownership Form vs. Change of Address Form 
4.    Create a suggested form(s)? Attach copy of real estate contract or 

deed optional? Other feedback or concerns? 
 

C. Service List/Court Approved Mailing List 
1. Examples: Gila River AZ Court Approved Mailing List, Utah Lake 

and Jordan River Adjudication Service Matrices, Colorado Div. 1 
email request for distribution list, Klamath Basin OR Service List 

2. Concerns related to creation, maintenance, and accessibility of a 
service/mailing list? 
 

 
 
 
(see Feb. 21, 2024 
materials) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(see March 20, 2024 
materials) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(see March 20, 2024 
materials) 

General Information: 
• Target date for eFiling to be live is April 22nd  
• Ecology online “lunch and learn” webinar May 6th at noon. 

 

Identified Procedural and Administrative Topics by the Court 

• Local Court Rules 
• Objection Form (and the need for other standardized forms) 
• Remote Proceedings 
• Service Lists and other published website information 
• Other issues identified by the court or committee members  

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 @ 9:00 a.m.  

 

https://www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/SuperiorCourt/GeneralStreamAdjudication/mailingLists.asp
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/court-records-publications/publications/water-right-adjudications/utahlake.html#matricies
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/court-records-publications/publications/water-right-adjudications/utahlake.html#matricies
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Water/Division.cfm?Water_Division_ID=1
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Water/Division.cfm?Water_Division_ID=1
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/klamath/resources/Documents/Service_List_071023.pdf
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