
Board for Judicial Administration 

February 15, 2008 
Conference Call 

Olympia, Washington 
 
 
Members Present:  Chief Justice Gerry Alexander, Chair; Judge Vickie Churchill, 
Member Chair; Judge Marlin Appelwick; Judge Rebecca Baker, Judge Ronald Cox;  
Mr. Stan Bastian; Judge Susan Dubuisson; Judge Deborah Fleck; Ms. Paula Littlewood; 
Justice Barbara Madsen; Judge Richard McDermott; Judge Larry McKeeman; Judge 
Robert McSeveney; Judge Marilyn Paja; Judge John Schultheis; Judge Stephen 
Shelton; and Mr. Butch Stussy 
 
Guests Present:  Mr. M. Wayne Blair, Ms. Kathy Martin, and Mr. Paul Sherfey 
 
Staff Present:  Ms. Beth Flynn, Mr. Doug Haake, Mr. Jeff Hall, Mr. Dirk Marler, Ms. 
Mellani McAleenan, Ms. Regina McDougall, Mr. Rick Neidhardt, Mr. Ramsey Radwan, 
and Mr. Chris Ruhl 
 
Chief Justice Alexander called the meeting to order. 
 
January 28, 2008 Minutes 
 
One change to the minutes was requested—Judge McDermott asked to have his name 
added to the list of meeting attendees. 
 

It was moved by Judge Fleck and seconded by Judge Dubuisson to 
approve the January 28 meeting minutes with the addition of Judge 
McDermott to the list of attendees.  The motion carried. 
 

Legislative Update 
 
Ms. McAleenan gave an update on several bills of interest to the BJA. 
 

• SB 6322 (definition of a weapon) is on the floor in the Senate. 
• SB 6252 (Cowlitz county judges) is also on the floor in the Senate.  The 

companion bill, HB 2762, passed the house 95-1. 
• E2SHB 2176 (interpreter services) passed out of the House with a unanimous 

vote.  It is now scheduled for a hearing on February 20 in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

• HB 1530/SB 5601 (voters’ pamphlets) are both dead.  Mr. Hall stated he thinks 
the funding need is the reason these bills did not pass.  As long as Secretary of 
State Sam Reed is in office, this issue will be on his agenda.  Mr. Hall and Chief 
Justice Alexander have been working with the Secretary of State’s Office on the 
primary voters’ pamphlet and the Secretary of State’s Office has agreed to adopt 
the pamphlet format AOC has been using regarding the candidate statement.  
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AOC will work with the Secretary of State’s Office on screening the candidate 
statements and AOC will pay for the inclusion of district court contested races via 
an interagency agreement.   

• SHB 2557 (trial court operation) was placed on the House suspension calendar.  
Ms. McAleenan suspects it will be an easy vote and should pass the House.   

• SB 6442 (Office of Public Defense) passed out of the Senate unanimously. 
 
Access to Justice Board 
 
Mr. Blair reported that the Access to Justice Board will meet with the Supreme Court on 
March 6 and will present their 2007 Annual Report at that time.  The report can be 
accessed online.  The next meeting of the Board is March 6 at the meeting with the 
Supreme Court. 
 
Washington State Bar Association 
 
Mr. Bastian stated that he is working on two letters for the WSBA this week.  One is a 
letter regarding the proposed legal technician rule.  He would like all interested parties 
to provide input on the proposed rule before the Board of Governors reviews the rule.  
 
The second letter relates to when the WSBA investigates judges.  It is not an attempt to 
pre-empt the Commission on Judicial Conduct and when complaints are received 
regarding judicial misconduct, the complaints are referred to the Commission on Judicial 
Conduct.  The letter was sent to the Director of the Commission on Judicial Conduct for 
input prior to distribution.  The letter will be mailed to the Chief Justice and presidents of 
the judicial associations and they are encouraged to distribute the letter to their judicial 
members. 
 
The WSBA Board of Governors will meet in Tacoma in early March.  After the meeting 
there will be a public forum on marriage equality.  Another public forum will be held in 
Spokane in April. 
 
Reports from the Courts 
 
Supreme Court:  Justice Madsen reported that the Supreme Court Personnel 
Committee is in the process of replacing the State Court Administrator.  Consultant Ted 
Ford Webb has been to Olympia twice to meet with the Personnel Committee and AOC 
staff.  He has also contacted key court system stakeholders requesting their input 
regarding the new State Court Administrator.  Justice Madsen is hoping to wrap up the 
recruitment in six weeks. 
 
The Supreme Court will hold court at Seattle University in two weeks.  The Court is 
making an effort to hold court on an equal basis at each of the law schools in the state. 
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Court of Appeals:  Judge Cox stated that the Court of Appeals has two new judges.  
Judge J. Robert Leach, Division I, is taking the bench at the end of the month and 
Judge Kevin Korsmo, Division III, is taking the bench in March. 
 
Superior Court Judges’ Association:  Judge Churchill reported that the SCJA is busy 
reviewing legislation and she is working with Judge McDermott on SCJA committee 
appointments. 
 
District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association:  Judge Shelton shared that the 
DMCJA is busy actively monitoring legislation and undergoing some changes in 
membership with the resignation of Judge Colleen Hartl and the appointment of Judge 
Michael McCarthy to the superior court bench. 
 
The DMCJA is referring General Rule 29(k) to their Rules Committee for review and 
modification.  They are also reviewing the proposed rule change to CrR 3.1(d)(4) which 
places judges in the position of monitoring members of the bar.  Judge McSeveney 
stated that the proposed rule was in conflict with RCW 10.101.03 which directs the 
executive branch to oversee public defense attorneys.  The DMCJA will draft a letter in 
opposition to the Supreme Court Rules Committee.   
 
Judge Shelton noted concerns about recruitment and retention of court administrators 
and staff.  Judge McDermott indicated that the Board for Court Education and the SCJA 
are also concerned and suggested a coordination of effort to address this issue. 
 
BJA Court Security Committee Report 
 
A written report was distributed with the BJA meeting materials for the BJA’s 
information. 
 
Other Business 
 
Principal Policy Objectives:  Mr. Hall stated that over the past few months Mr. 
Radwan, Mr. Jim Bamberger and Ms. Joanne Moore have been working on tools to 
frame the judicial branch budget request.  The branch needs to identify the high-level 
aspirations the budget seeks to attain.  Information regarding this work will be brought 
before the Supreme Court Budget Committee, the Board for Judicial Administration, the 
Civil Legal Aid Oversight Committee and the Office of Public Defense Advisory 
Committee. 
 
A draft of the Principal Policy Objectives of the Washington State Judicial Branch was 
distributed to the BJA members for comment.  Mr. Sherfey stated he is concerned about 
the use of the word “uniform” in the third objective.  His sense is this should be the 
same procedurally from court to court.  Judge Fleck stated that the current situation 
regarding technology at the state level raises concerns with the third objective. 
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Mr. Hall stated the objectives are aspirations and not a mandate. 
 
This will be on next month’s BJA agenda for discussion and any edits to the objectives 
should be sent to Mr. Hall prior to the March 21 meeting. 
 
Next Meeting:  Judge Fleck asked if the March 21 meeting could be moved from 
Olympia to Seattle since the legislative session will be finished by then.  Ms. Flynn 
explained that the AOC SeaTac Office was booked on March 21 by the time she 
realized the March meeting should have been scheduled for SeaTac instead of 
Olympia.  Judge Cox said he would find out if the meeting could be held at the Court of 
Appeals, Division I.  Judges Fleck and McDermott said King County Superior Court 
could also host the meeting if necessary. 


