RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT (RPC)
RULE 1.2.  SCOPE OF REPRESENTATION AND ALLOCATION OF AUTHORITY BETWEEN LAWYER AND CLIENT

(a) - (d) [Unchanged.]
(e) [Reserved.]

(f)  A lawyer shall not purport to act as a lawyer for any person or organization if the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the lawyer is acting without the authority of that person or organization, unless the lawyer is authorized or required to so act by law or a court order. 
Comment

[1] – [13] [Unchanged.]

Additional Washington Comments (14-17)

Agreements Limiting Scope of Representation
[14] [Unchanged.]

Acting as a Lawyer Without Authority

[15] Paragraph (f) was taken from former Washington RPC 1.2(f), which was deleted from the RPC by amendment effective September 1, 2006. The mental state has been changed from “willfully” to one of knowledge or constructive knowledge.  See Rule 1.0(f) & (j). Although the language and structure of paragraph (f) differ from the former version in a number of other respects, paragraph (f) does not otherwise represent a change in Washington law interpreting former RPC 1.2(f).

[16] If a lawyer is unsure of the extent of his or her authority to represent a person because of that person’s diminished capacity, paragraph (f) of this Rule does not prohibit the lawyer from taking action in accordance with Rule 1.14 to protect the person’s interests. Protective action taken in conformity with Rule 1.14 does not constitute a violation of this Rule.

[17] Paragraph (f) does not prohibit a lawyer from taking any action permitted or required by these Rules, court rules, or other law when withdrawing from a representation, when terminated by a client, or when ordered to continue representation by a tribunal. See Rule 1.16(c).






	-1-
	Washington State Bar Association

1324 Fourth Ave., Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98101-2539





