SUGGESTED AMENDMENT

RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE (RAP)

RAP 18.13A -- ACCELERATED REVIEW OF JUVENILE DEPENDENCY DISPOSITION ORDERS AND ORDERS TERMINATING PARENTAL RIGHTS


(a) Generally.  Juvenile dependency disposition orders and orders terminating parental rights under RCW 13.34 may be reviewed by a commissioner on the merits by accelerated review as provided in this rule.  Review from other orders entered in juvenile dependency and termination actions are not subject to this rule.  The provisions of this rule supersede all other provisions of the Rules of Appellate Procedure to the contrary, and this rule shall be construed so that appeals from juvenile dependency disposition orders and orders terminating parental rights under RCW 13.34 shall be heard as expeditiously as possible.  

[(b) – (j)   unchanged]
(k)  Termination Appeals-Notice of Intent to Deliver Consent to Adoption.  When an order terminating parental rights is under review, the department of social and health services or supervising agency having the right to consent to an adoption should serve a written notice of its intent to deliver consent to adoption.  The notice of intent should specify the intended delivery date, and should be served on all parties to the appeal and on anyone appointed to represent the interests of the child, no fewer than 30 days before the intended delivery date.  A copy of the notice of intent and a proof of service should be filed in the appellate court. 

After service of the notice of intent, any party may move the court in which the appeal is pending to stay the order terminating parental rights, but only to the extent it authorized consent to adoption.  The department or supervising agency should not deliver its consent to adoption if any party seeks a stay before the intended delivery date, pending a ruling on the motion to stay.  The appellate court will hear the motion to stay on an expedited basis.   Any stay of enforcement shall terminate upon issuance of the mandate as provided in Rule 12.5, unless otherwise directed by the appellate court.   
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