


Amended Suggested Change to Civil Rule 28
 (c)  Disqualification for Interest.  No deposition shall be taken before a person who is a relative or employee or attorney or counsel of any of the parties, or is a relative or employee of such attorney or counsel, or is financially interested in the action. with an interest in the action in which the deposition is being taken.  For purposes of this rule, interested persons include:
(1) any person who is a family member or employee of a party or a party’s counsel;

(2) any person who is counsel for a party;

(3) any person who could receive a financial benefit, or incur a financial loss, based on the outcome of the action;
(4) any person who has contracted with a party or a party’s counsel to provide court reporting services across multiple actions; and 
(5) any person who is employed or hired, directly or indirectly, by a court reporting firm, consortium or organization that has contracted with a party or a party’s counsel to provide court reporting services across multiple actions.
(d) Equal Terms Required.  Any arrangement concerning court reporting services or fees in a case shall be offered to all parties on equal terms.  This rule applies to any arrangement or agreement between the person before whom a deposition is taken or a court reporting firm, consortium or other organization providing a court reporter, and any party or any person arranging or paying for court reporting services in the case, including any attorney, law firm, person or entity with a financial interest in the outcome of the litigation, or person or entity paying for court reporting services in the case.  At the discretion of the judicial officer before whom the deposition is taken, counsel for all parties and the court reporter who reported the deposition may be required to sign an affidavit that all court reporting services in the case have been offered to all parties on Equal Terms.
(e) Control of the Transcript.  The court reporter reporting a deposition shall not relinquish control of the deposition transcript in a manner that would prevent the court reporter from reviewing the production, distribution, charges and invoicing for the transcript before the transcript is certified and delivered to the custodial attorney.
Suggested Change to Civil Rule 80
(d) Supplemental Stenographic Record.  If the superior court elects to record a proceeding solely by means of an electronic recording device, any party may, at its own expense, engage a certified court reporter to record the proceeding stenographically.  Where a proceeding has been recorded both electronically and by a certified court reporter, either form of record, or both, may be used to create the verbatim report of proceedings for appellate review under RAP 9.2.
Suggested Change to Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.2
 (g) Persons Authorized to Prepare the Verbatim Report of Proceedings.  When a proceeding has been recorded stenographically by a court reporter, the verbatim report of proceedings must be prepared by the official reporter for the trial court or a Washington certified court reporter.  When a proceeding has been recorded by electronic device, the verbatim report of proceedings must be prepared by the official reporter for the trial court, a Washington certified court reporter, or a transcriptionist approved by the trial court.  
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