APR 11

MANDATORY CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION (MCLE)

(a) Purpose.  Mandatory continuing legal education (MCLE) is intended to enhance lawyers’ legal services to their clients and protect the public by assisting lawyers in maintaining and developing their competence as defined in RPC 1.1, fitness to practice as defined in APR 22, and character as defined in APR 21.  These rules set forth the minimum continuing legal education requirements for lawyers to accomplish this purpose.  

(b) Definitions.  
(1) “Activity” means any method by which a lawyer may earn MCLE credits.

(2) “Association” means the Washington State Bar Association.

(3) “Attending” means participating in an approved activity or course.

(4) “Calendar year” means a time period beginning January 1 and ending December 31.

(5) “Identical activity” means any prior course or other activity that has not undergone any substantial or substantive changes since last offered, provided, or undertaken. 

(6) “Lawyer” means an active member of the Association, a judicial member of the Association classified as an administrative law judge, and any other lawyer admitted to the limited practice of law in Washington who is required by the Admission and Practice Rules (APR) to comply with this rule.

(7) “Reporting period” means a three-year time period as assigned by the Association in which a lawyer must meet the education requirements of this rule.

(8) “Sponsor” means a provider of continuing legal education activities.

(c) Education Requirements.

(1)  Minimum Requirement.  Each lawyer must complete 45 credits of approved continuing legal education by December 31 of the last year of the reporting period with the following requirements:

(i)
at least 15 credits must be from attending approved courses in the subject of law and legal procedure, as defined in section (f)(1); and

(ii)
at least six credits must be in ethics and professional responsibility, as defined in section (f)(2). 

(2) Earning Credits.  A lawyer earns one credit for each 60 minutes of attending an approved activity.  Credits are rounded to the nearest quarter hour.  A lawyer may earn no more than eight credits per calendar day.  A lawyer cannot receive credit more than once for an identical activity within the same reporting period.

(3) New Lawyers.  Newly admitted lawyers are exempt for the calendar year of admission.

(4) Military Personnel.  Military personnel in the United States Armed Forces may be granted an exemption, waiver or modification upon proof of undue hardship, which includes deployment outside the United States.  A petition shall be filed in accordance with subsection (i)(5) of these rules.
(5) Exemptions.  The following are exempt from the requirements of this rule for the reporting period(s) during which the exemption applies:

(i)
Judicial Exemption.  Judicial members of the Association, except for administrative law judges;

(ii)
Supreme Court Clerks.  The Washington State Supreme Court clerk and assistant clerk(s) who are prohibited by court rule from practicing law;

(iii)
Legislative Exemption.  Members of the Washington State Congressional Delegation or the Washington State Legislature; and

(iv)
Gubernatorial Exemption.  The Governor of Washington State.

(6) Comity.  The education requirements in Oregon, Idaho and Utah substantially meet Washington’s education requirements.  These states are designated as comity states.  A lawyer may certify compliance with these rules in lieu of meeting the education requirement by paying a comity fee and filing a Comity Certificate of MCLE Compliance from a comity state certifying to the lawyer’s subjection to and compliance with that state’s MCLE requirements during the lawyer’s most recent reporting period.

(7) Carryover Credits.  If a member completes more than the required number of credits for any one reporting period, up to 15 of the excess credits, 2 of which may be ethics and professional responsibility credits, may be carried forward to the next reporting period.

(8) Former Judges.  Persons who have served as Judges as defined by GR 26 and who are becoming active members of the Association are to be given full credit for carryover Continuing Judicial Education Credits.  Former judges in this category shall not be charged a fee related to the transfer of carryover credits.  A former judge who is in compliance with GR 26 shall not be required to comply with APR (c)(1)(i) for the first year in which he or she serves as an active member of the Association.
Sections (d)-(k).  No change.
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