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Dear Members of the Supreme Court: 

As a certified court repmier and firm owner in Washington State, I am writing to urge you to adopt the proposed changes 
to CR 28(d), CR 28(e), and CR 30(b)(l) for all the reasons listed below which you have, no doubt, read several times over 
by now. Thank you for taking the time to consider the importance of neutrality and equal terms in our industry. 

Change to CR 28(d). Nearly 20 years ago, court reporters and couii reporting firms engaging in third-party contracts with 
parties-in-interest to lawsuits became an issue of national significance, calling into question the time-honored neutrality of 
the court reporter and causing increasing concern within the legal community. A couii reporting firm that has a long-term 
contract with one of the paiiies is not a disinterested person under CR 28( c). 

In Washington there currently is no means for ensuring that all parties are receiving the deposition transcript on equal 
terms as proposed CR 28(d) envisions. Instead, whether parties are treated equally is left to the discretion of the court 
reporting firm that invoices each party. If a party suspects one side may be receiving discounts or lower pricing for the 
same services, 28(d) would allow a mechanism whereby they can request that an affidavit of equal terms be submitted to 
the Court. If court reporting services have not been provided on equal terms, the Court may sanction the court reporter, 
the court reporting firm, as well as the counsel or party who hired the reporter or contracted with the firm to provide the 
court reporting services. This will provide quick resolution of any concerns and provide clear transparency. 

Change to CR 28(e). All certified court reporters should have complete and final control of their transcripts. The 
proposed change to 28(e) will prevent contracting court reporting firms from making changes to transcripts after the 
original transcript has been completed. It will prevent unethical and unscrupulous "stretching" of transcripts by changing 
the characters per line of the transcript in order to create a longer transcript to bill for. 

Change to CR 30(b)(l). The proposed amendment would require the deposition notice to disclose the existence of any 
known contractual relationships between the noticing party, its counselor, a third party paying to record the noticed 
deposition and the person, court reporting firm, consortium, or other organization providing a court reporter for the 
noticed deposition, and will state whether the noticing party or a third party directed his or her attorney to use a particular 
court repoiiing firm. Disclosure of contractual relationships on the Notice of Deposition before depositions take place just 
makes sound sense. 

The foundation of our justice system is providing fair and equal access to justice for all. To allow one party a financial 
advantage over the other side is contrary to these fundamental principles. Third-party contracting gives the appearance of 
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compromising the court reporter's impartiality and integrity and restricts the ability of the reporter to be accountable to the 
comt, to the public, and, most importantly, to the individual litigant. Why would anyone oppose providing all parties to a 
lawsuit equal terms? 

I hope the Washington State Supreme Court will set a precedent by making it possible to hold all parties engaging in 
unethical practices accountable for their actions. 

Warm Regards, 

Sandra Nelson I President/Court Reporter 
Capitol Pacific Reporting, Inc. 12401 Bristol Court SW, # C-103 I Olympia WA 985021 Ph: (360) 352-20541 Fax: (360) 705-6539 I Toll Free: (800) 
407-0148 
E-mail: production@capitolpacificreporting.com [ Scheduling: schedullng@capitolpacificreporting.com I Web Site: www.capitolpacificreporting.com 
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Insurance Portability and Accountability Act). If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify me by return e-mail and delete this 
message. Any dlsclosure1 copying, distribution or other use of the contents of this message is prohibited. 
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