Dear Members of the Bupreme Court:
In the spirit of the Olympic games, we are asking for a level and falr playing field.

As & certified court reporter in Washington State, | am writing to urge you to adopt the proposed changes
fo CR 28(d), CR 28(e), and CR 30(b)(1),

Change to CR 28(d). Nearly 20 years ago, conrl reporlers and court reporting firms engaging in third-
party coniracts with parties-in-intevest to lawsuits became an issue of national significance, calling into
question the time-honored neatrality of the court reporter and causing increasing concern within the legal
community, A court reporting firm that has a long-term conlract with one ol the parties is not a
disinterested person under CR 28(e),

In Washington there currently is no means for cnwur"ng that all parties are receiving the deposition
transeript on equal terms as proposed CR 28(d) envisions, [mwm:l whethor parties are treated cqually is
lefl to the discretian of the courl reporting firm shat invoices each party. I a party suspects one side may
be receiving discounts or lower pricing for the same services, 28(d) would allow n mechanism wherehy
they can request that an affidavit of equal terms be submited 1o the Court. I court raporting services
have not been provided on equal terms, the Courl may sanetion the ¢ourt reporter, the court reporiing
firm, a5 well as the counsel or party who hired the reporter or contracted with the firm to provide the coun
reporting services. This will provide quick resolution of any concerns and providé clear transparency.

Change 10 CR 28(c). All certified courf reporters should have complete and final control of their
wanseripts, The proposed chonge to 28fe) will prevent contracting court reporting firms from meking
changes to transeripts after the original transeript has been completed. 1t will prevent unethical and
unserupilons "stretcling” of wanseripts by changing the characters per line of the transeript in order 10
ereate a longer transeript to bill for.

Change to CR 30(b)(1). The proposed amendment would require the depagition notice 1o disclose the
existence of any known contraclual relationships belween the noticing party, its counselor, a third party
paying to record the noticed deposition and the person, court reporting {irm, consortium, or other
organization providing a court reporler for the notieed deposition, and will state whether the noticing
party or a third party directed his or lier alforney to use n particular eurt reporting firm. Diselosure of
contractual relationships on the Notige of Deposition belore depositions 1ake plunce just makes sound
SENse.

The foundation of our justice system is providing fair and equal aegess tu justice for all. To allow one
contracting gives the appearance of comprormiging the courl reporter's mpartiality and Integrity and
restriets the ability of the reporter 1o be accountabla to the court, 10 the public, and, most importantly, o
the individual litigat. Why would anyone opposs providing il parties to a lawsait equal terms?

We hope the Washington State Bupreme Court will set a precedent by making it possible to held all
parlies emg&girﬁg in unethical practices accountabde for thelr actions, Thank yau for your considerations
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Tracy, Mary

From: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK

Sent: Monday, August 22, 2016 8:17 AM

To: Tracy, Mary

Subject: FW: In re; CR28(d), CR28(e}, and CR28(b){1), COURT REPORTING
Attachments: LetterToSupremeCourt.PDF

Forwarding.

From: Barbara Scoville [mailto:barbarascoville@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2016 5:01 PM

To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS WA.GOV>
Subject: In re: CR28(d), CR28(e), and CR28(b}(1}, COURT REPQRTING

Dear Supreme Court,

Piease consider the above included letter regarding the proposed changes
in the interest of fair business practices in the state of Washington.

Cordially yours,

Barbara §. Scovitle, COR,

Affiliated Court Reporters
(508) 884-1712

Barbara@acr.rocks

Or Barbara@affiliatedcourtreporters.com

www.affiliatedcourtreporters.com
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may contain
confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you ore not the intended
recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert
the sender by reply email and then

delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.
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