
Dear Members of the Supreme Com!: 

In the spirit of the Olympic games, we are asking for a level and rairplaying 11eld. 

As a certified court repo1ter in Washington State, I am writing to urge you In adopt the proposed changes 
to CR 28(d), CR 2B(e), and CR30(b)(l). 

Change to CR 28(d). Nearly 20 years ago, cottrl reporters tmd court reporting 11rms engaging in thir·d
party contracts with parties-in-interest to lawsuits became an issue of national signilicance. calling into 
question the lime-honored neLllrality ol' the coml reporter and causing inct·casing concern within the legal 
community. A cout1reporting finu that hns a lon11,-tcrm contract with t1ne ol'the pnrties is not a 
disinterested person under CR 28(c). 

In Washington there currently is no means fot' cnsming that all parties trre receivit1g U1e deposition 
transcript on equal terms ns proposed CR 28(d] envisions. lnstllllld, whether parties Me treated equally is 
left ttl the discretion tlf the court reporting firm that invoices each party. If a party suspects one skle may 
be receiving discounts or lowet· pl'lcing l'ot· the same services, 28(d) would allow n mechanism whereby 
they can request that an affidavit ol' equal terms be .submitled to thG Coutt. If court reporting services 
have not been pl'(lvided on equal terms, the Court may sanction the com·t reporter, the court repOII \ng 
firm, as well as the counsel or party who hit·ed the reporter or coni meted with the firm to provide the court 
t'C\ltli'Linp, services. T'his will p!'Ovidc quick resolution of any concerns and provide cle!t!'transparcncy. 

Change to CR 28(e). All certified court reporters should have carnplete and final control oftheit· 
transcripts. The proposed change to 28(e) will pt'll:Yent contracting court reponing firms from making 
dnmges to transcripts after the original transcript has been completed, It will prevent unethical and 
Ull~crupt~lous "stretcl\ing" oftrnnscl'ipts by clul.ngb1g tlte charn.cters per Iitle ofthe tmnscript in ot·d~rto 
create a longer transcTipt to bill fbt·. 

Change to CR 30(b)( I), The proposed amendment would require the deposition notice to disclose the 
existence of any l<nown contntct1ml rclfllionshlps between the noticing party, Its counSilklr, n third party 
paying to record the noticed deposition and the person, com•treporting firm, consortium, or other 
organization j)t'oviding a court reporter for lite Hollccd deposition, and will slate whethct' the noticing 
party or a d1ird party directed his or her llltol'l1ey to u~c u particttl~r eomt t'CpOt1ing linn. Disclosure or 
contractual relationships on the Notice or Depositilm before depositions taltc plnce just: makes sound 
sense. 

The l'oundation of our justice system is providing fair and equal acces' l.o justice for alL To aliiJW one 
pal'ty a llnancial ndvantage over the other side is contmry to these ft.mdamental principles. T'hird-pm'l:y 
contracting gives the appem'!lnee ol'<.mmpromi!ing the court reporter's impartioHty and integrity and 
restricts the ability of H1c reporter to be accountable tn the court, to the public, and, most importantly, to 
the i.ndividuallitigunt:. Whji would !IIJ)'ouc C!Jlpose providing ttll parties to a ltlwsuit equal terms? 

We hope the Wushington Supreme Court will set a precedent by 11111.king it possible to hold all 
parties engaging in unethical pructices accoumable fur their uctions. Than!' yotl for your considerations 

hereindROf,eD-.I)tifZ/~ d2.tC...-> 
BW'b!lrn J. Scuville, CtR 1 

Affiliated Court Reporters 
P.O. Box 194 
Wenatchet,, Washington 98807 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK 
Monday, August 22, 2016 8:17AM 
Tracy, Mary 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: In re: CR28(d), CR28(e), and CR28(b)(1), COURT REPORTING 
LetterToSupremeCourt. PDF 

Forwarding. 

From: Barbara Scoville [mailto:barbarascoville@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2016 5:01PM 
To: OFFICE RECEPTIONIST, CLERK <SUPREME@COURTS.WA.GOV> 
Subject: In re: CR28{d), CR28{e), and CR28(b){1), COURT REPORTING 

Dear Supreme Court, 

Please consider the above included letter regarding the proposed changes 
in the interest of fair business practices in the state of Washington. 

Cordially yours, 

rJ3ar6ara J. S covi{[e, CCC}{ 
Affiliated Court Reporters 
{509) 884-1712 
Barbara@acr.rocks 
Or Barbara@affiliatedcourtreporters.com 
www. affiliatedcourtre porters. com 
~Add Affiliated Court Reporters to your "Favorites" and book your Depos from there'" 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 
The contents of this email message and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged information and may be legally protected from disclosure. if you are not the intended 
recipient of this message or their agent, ar if this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert 
the sender by reply email and then 
delete this message and any attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, 
dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited. 
www. a(filiatedcourtre porters. com 
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