
THE SUPREME COURT OF WASHINGTON
IN THE MATTER OF THE SUGGESTED 
AMENDMENTS TO GR 31—ACCESS TO COURT 
RECORDS 

____________________________________________ 

)
)
)
)
)

O R D E R 

NO. 25700-A-1703 

The Commission on Judicial Conduct, having recommended the suggested amendments 

to GR 31—Access to Court Records, and the Court having approved the suggested amendments 

for publication; 

Now, therefore, it is hereby 

ORDERED: 

(a) That pursuant to the provisions of GR 9(g), the suggested amendments as attached

hereto are to be published for comment in the Washington Reports, Washington Register, 

Washington State Bar Association and Administrative Office of the Court's websites in January 

2027. 

(b) The purpose statement as required by GR 9(e) is published solely for the

information of the Bench, Bar, and other interested parties. 

(c) Comments are to be submitted to the Clerk of the Supreme Court by either U.S.

Mail or Internet E-Mail by no later than April 30, 2027.  Comments may be sent to the following 

addresses:  P.O. Box 40929, Olympia, Washington 98504-0929, or supreme@courts.wa.gov.    

Comments submitted by e-mail message must be limited to 1500 words. 

mailto:supreme@courts.wa.gov
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ORDER 
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DATED at Olympia, Washington this 7th day of July, 2026. 

For the Court 



GR 9 COVER SHEET 

Suggested Amendments 
General Rules 

Rule 31 
 

Submitted by Washington State Commission on Judicial Conduct 

 

A. Name of Proponent:    
Washington State Commission on Judicial Conduct  
 

B. Co-Spokespersons:  
Judge Erik Price, CJC Rules Committee  
J. Reiko Callner, Executive Director, CJC   

  

 CJC Staff Contact: 

J. Reiko Callner, Executive Director 
Washington State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
P.O. Box 1817 
Olympia, WA 98507 
rcallner@cjc.state.wa.us • (360)753-4585 

 
C.  Purpose:  

 
Article IV, Section 31(2) of the Washington Constitution mandates the Commission on 
Judicial Conduct to investigate complaints against judges and justices and to determine 
whether probable cause exists to proceed to public hearing. 
 
To fulfill this constitutional responsibility, CJC investigators must review relevant pleadings 
and related court and administrative records in a confidential manner. Access to these records 
is essential for conducting prompt, thorough, and accurate investigations consistent with the 
Commission’s constitutional and statutory duties. 
 
At present, CJC access to court records varies by county. Some counties currently impose 
fees on the CJC through the Odyssey system, while other Odyssey-participating counties do 
not. For example, Skagit and Grays Harbor Counties currently require the CJC to pay annual 
subscription fees for electronic access.  
 
These hurdles to access of records create unintended harms.  Complete access to records for 
the CJC through Odyssey without costs or restrictions (with the ability to electronically view 
documents) would make it incomparably easier and faster for the CJC to determine which 
documents are necessary to complete an investigation.  Ready access to online documents 



means a complaint could be investigated in an hour, as opposed to possibly weeks without 
that access.  It also avoids the risk to the confidentiality of investigations by minimizing or 
eliminating the need for hands-on assistance from county clerks and their staff to review and 
provide records. Moreover, other counties, such as Pierce, King, and Spokane, have adopted 
their own electronic records systems outside of Odyssey that could create additional barriers 
for CJC access to records. Inconsistencies in access requirements cause unnecessary 
administrative burden, delays, and expense for both local court staff and CJC investigators.  
 
Because Washington does not have a unified court system, the Administrative Office of the 
Courts (AOC) lacks authority to impose uniform standards for county record access. 
Adoption of a uniform statewide rule will ensure consistent access for the CJC, eliminate 
local variations, and improve efficiency in judicial conduct investigations without cost to 
counties or the CJC. 
 
Interested parties are: 
 

• Commission on Judicial Conduct 
• Court Administrators and County Clerks statewide  

 

D.  Hearing: The proponent does not believe a public hearing is necessary. 

E.  Expedited Consideration: The proponent does not believe that expedited consideration is 
necessary. 

F. Supporting Material: None 
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TITLE 

GENERAL RULES 

RULE 31 ACCESS TO COURT RECORDS 

(a)-(c) [Unchanged] 

(d) Access. 

 1-4 [Unchanged] 

(5)  The Commission on Judicial Conduct shall have statewide access to all court records, 

without exception and without charge, in any format, including electronic. The Commission 

shall use such access solely for the purpose of conducting official Commission business 

pursuant to its constitutional and statutory authority. 


