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City of Renton
)


)


Plaintiff
)


vs
)


Defendant
)


)
	          Renton Municipal Court

          1055 South Grady Way

          Renton WA 98055

No.

WAIVER OF RIGHT TO LAWYER - TRIAL



An accused has a constitutional right to represent himself or herself if he or she chooses to do so, but there are potential risks and disadvantages of representing yourself.  The following questions must be filled in so that the Court can determine that your decision to represent yourself is knowingly and voluntarily made.

1.
Why do you not want an attorney?

If it is because you do not believe that you can afford an attorney, do you realize that an attorney can be appointed at public expense if you are indigent, or if you are partially able to contribute to the cost of counsel.  Your eligibility for Court appointed counsel is determined by a review of your financial resources.  Do you wish to be screened for Court appointed counsel?


2.
Do you realize that once you waive your right to counsel, it is discretionary with the Court whether you may withdraw the waiver?

3.
Do you realize that while the Court may provide you with an attorney as a legal advisor or standby counsel, you do not have an absolute right to receive this assistance and that you, and not standby counsel, must prepare for trial?


4.
What was the last grade of school you completed? _______________
5.
Have you ever studied law? __________________________

6.
Have you ever represented yourself or any other defendant in a criminal action? ____________________ 

If yes, please indicate what the charges were and whether the matter proceeded to trial and/or appeal. _______________________________________________________________________________

7.
Do you realize that you are charged with the crime(s) of 

?


If you are found guilty of this/these crime(s) the Court could sentence you to a maximum of 



_______________ and fine you as much as _________________________.  


Do you realize there is a mandatory minimum penalty of                                                                       that must be imposed that the judge cannot suspend?  ____________________


Do you realize the Court could also require you to pay restitution to your victim, pay Court costs, pay statutory assessments, and place certain post-release restrictions on your conduct including supervised probation? ___________________?

8.
Do you realize that if you are found guilty of more than one crime, this Court can order that the sentences be served consecutively, that is one after another? ______________.

9.
Do you realize that if you represent yourself, you are on your own? ______________.  The Court cannot tell you how you should try your case or even advise you as to how to present your case.

10.
Are you familiar with the Rules of Evidence? ____________.  
These rules control what questions can be asked of witnesses, how questions must be phrased, and what documents or other items can be admitted at trial.  In representing yourself, you must abide by these rules.

11.
Are you familiar with the Rules of Criminal Procedure for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction (CrRLJ)? ____.  These rules govern the way in which a criminal action is tried in the Renton Municipal Court.

12.
Do you realize that if you decide to take the witness stand, you may be required to present your testimony by asking questions of yourself? ________________.  


You may not be able to just take the stand and tell your story.  


You may be required to proceed question by question throughout your testimony.

13.
Do you realize that a lawyer familiar with the Rules of Evidence would be skilled in following the Rules of Criminal Procedures, and could advise you of possible defenses to the pending charges? ___________.

14.
Do you realize that if you proceed pro se (i.e. as your own lawyer), if you do not properly present a defense, subpoena witnesses, or otherwise represent yourself in a competent manner that you will not be able to obtain a reversal of a conviction on the grounds that you received inadequate representation? ________.

15.
Have any threats or promises been made to induce you to waive your right to counsel?


16.
Now, in light of the penalties that you might suffer if you are convicted of the charged crime(s), is it still your design to represent yourself and to give up your right to be represented by a lawyer?

17.
Is your decision entirely voluntary on your part?


I have read and completed this form.  I have no questions to the Court about the risks of proceeding pro se or about my right to have counsel appointed to assist me.  I request that the Court allow me to represent myself.


DATED this 
 day of 
, 20
.



DEFENDANT


I find that the defendant has knowingly and voluntarily waived his or her right to counsel.  I will therefore approve the defendant’s election to represent him or herself.


DATED this 
 day of 
, 20
.



JUDGE/JUDGE PRO-TEM/COURT COMMISSIONER
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