RULE 90.
REFERRALS TO FAMILY COURT

Any party may, by motion, request that their case be referred to Cowlitz County Family Court for investigation.  The court may order such an investigation, with or without a motion, if it appears in the best interest of the child(ren).
All cases, in which both parents are proposing a joint custody arrangement, will be reviewed by Cowlitz County Family Court.

The Order Appointing Family Court shall be in the form set forth below:
SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR Cowlitz COUNTY

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In re: 

________________________________,

Petitioner,

and

________________________________,

Respondent.


	No. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDER APPOINTING FAMILY COURT AS GUARDIAN AD LITEM  

ON BEHALF OF A MINOR



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WARNING:  YOU MUST PAY YOUR FEE AND MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT WITH FAMILY COURT NO LATER THEN 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE THIS ORDER IS ENTERED WITH THE COURT.  IF YOU DO NOT PAY YOUR FEE AND SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT WITHIN 30 DAYS, THEN FAMILY COURT SHALL WRITE THEIR REPORT WITHOUT YOUR INPUT.

I. BASIS

1.1
CHILDREN TO WHOM THE ORDER APPLIES.

[  ] Petitioner    [  ] Respondent   [  ] The Court moved for appointment of 
[  ] a guardian ad litem for the following minor(s) in this action:


Name(s)
Age(s)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.2
BASIS FOR THE APPOINTMENT.

This appointment is being made pursuant to:


[  ]RCW 26.09 Dissolution 


[ ]Temp.
[  ]Perm.


[  ]RCW 26.33 Adoption


[  ]RCW 26.10 Non-Parental Custody

[ ]Temp.
[ ]Perm.


[  ]RCW 26.26 Parentage Act


[ ]Temp.
[ ]Perm.


[  ]RCW 26.50 Domestic Violence

[ ]Temp.

II.  FINDINGS

2.1
After reviewing the case record to date and the basis for the motion, the Court Finds that the motion should be granted.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12.2
REPORT REQUESTED


Level 1
[  ]
Oral / Letter report only.




    
To be completed within 60 days of entry of order.


Level 2
[  ]
Joint Parenting Plans (*mandatory report required*), Third-Party Custody Actions (*mandatory report required*), Minor Modifications.



 
 
To be completed within 90 days of entry of order.


Level 3
[  ]
Relocations (within 100 miles), Final Parenting Plans with minor issues.




 
To be completed within 120 days of entry of order.


Level 4
[  ]
High Conflict Cases, Relocations (100+ miles), Major Modifications, Third-Party Custody Actions (where one parent is actively curing their deficits).  





To be completed within 180 days of entry of order

The Court may change the designated level above upon a consultation with the assigned Guardian Ad Litem (this may occur ex parte).  If Family Court changes the Level of the report, it shall notify the parties through their attorneys (if any) or via any method deemed appropriate by Family Court.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1III.  ORDER

It is Ordered that:
3.1
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN AD LITEM.

Family Court is appointed as Guardian Ad Litem (GAL) for the following minor(s) of the parties:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 13.2
DUTIES OF THE GUARDIAN AD LITEM.


Family Court shall:

a.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1have access to all Superior Court files and all Juvenile Court files, including any sealed/confidential portions thereof.  The clerk of the court shall provide certified copies of this order to Family Court upon request and without charge;

b. be entitled to notice of all court proceedings;

c. have access to the minor(s) and information about the child(ren).  Each party and his or her counsel shall cooperate fully in providing access to the Guardian Ad Litem and in providing all requested information;

d. have access to all school, medical, therapy and counseling records and information, whether written or oral, regarding [ ]this [ ]these child(ren), if the child(ren) [ ]is [ ]are under the age of twelve.  These records shall be released directly to the Guardian Ad Litem upon presentation of a copy of this order either in person or by mail.  The guardian ad litem shall have access to the medical, therapy and counseling records of the parents only if there is an allegation of sexual abuse or neglect of the child(ren) and there is a separate court order allowing such access;

e. have access to all Child Protective Services and Department of Social and Health Services records regarding these parties and their child(ren) without further written release by either parent upon presentation of this order to these agencies.  However, these agencies may black out names and identification of such individuals who are protected by law or agency policy as confidential sources.  If it is determined by the agency that release of this information is likely to cause severe psychological or physical harm to the juvenile or his or her parents, the agency may withhold the information subject to other orders of the court.  CPS and DSHS personnel are authorized to speak personally with the Guardian Ad Litem;

f. have access to all police reports regarding these parties and their child(ren).  Written copies of these items shall be released to the Guardian Ad Litem upon request by the following law enforcement agencies:  Any and all law enforcement agencies.  However, these agencies may black out names and identification of such individuals who are protected by law or agency policy as confidential sources;

g. maintain any information received as confidential and shall not disclose said information except in oral or written reports to the court, the parties and their counsel; and

h. make a full and complete written report to the Court and counsel/parties no later than the time listed in section 2.2 of this order. The time frames listed in section 2.2 of this order may be extended by Family Court if new, material issues are raised by the parties after their initial meeting with the Guardian Ad Litem, and upon notice to all parties involved.

i. Should any party fail to contact Family Court and pay the required fee within 30 days of the entry of this order, they will not participate in the investigation.  Additional time for payment of the fee may be granted only by a judge, upon motion, for good cause shown.

j. This report shall include recommendations and bases for those recommendations.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 13.3
OTHER DUTIES.

Other duties of Family Court include assisting the parties and counsel in reaching a resolution of the matters involving Family Court.
3.4
OBLIGATIONS OF PARTIES.

All parties shall fully cooperate with all requests and directives of the Guardian Ad Litem.  This shall include timely attendance at all appointments, prompt provision of all requested information, and compliance with time limits as established by the Guardian Ad Litem.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 13.5
CONSENT OF CHILDREN OVER TWELVE TO INVESTIGATION.


[  ]
Does not apply.

[  ]
________________________[name of child(ren) age 12 or over] has/have reached the age of twelve.  Consent to the Guardian Ad Litem consulting with and obtaining information of medical, psychiatric or other experts who have served the child(ren) in the past [ ]has been given [  ]has not been given.

3.6
AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION.

Each party’s signature hereunder constitutes an authorization for release of information by that party.

3.7
OTHER:  

[  ]  Other:  ____________________________________________________________


[  ]  Does not apply.

3.8
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FAMILY COURT REFERRAL FEES.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The following fees shall be assessed for Family Court services:

Net Household Income from Support Worksheets:  (In modifications, this includes income of new spouses.)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
	Under

$15,000
	$15,000 to

$19,999
	$20,000 to

$24,999
	$25,000 to

$29,999
	$30,000 to

$34,999
	$35,000 to

$39,999
	$40,000 to

$49,999

	$50.00*
	$140.00
	$240.00
	$330.00
	$440.00
	$510.00
	$600.00



(*Fee may be waived for hardship.)

	$50,000 to

$59,999
	$60,000 to

$69,999
	$70,000 to

$79,000
	$80,000 to

$89,999
	$90,000 to

$99,999
	Over

$100,000

	$650.00
	$700.00
	$750.00
	$800.00
	$950.00
	1% per $10,000

 maximum fee: 

   $2,000.00   


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fees are to be proportioned between the parties as follows:



Petitioner
:
$___________________



Respondent
:
$___________________



Intervener
:
$___________________



Joint Custody Actions:  $100 per person

Additional fees for evaluations and/or testing shall be at the expense of the party receiving the services, unless otherwise ordered by the Court.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DATED:  ______________________ of 20____.







JUDGE / COMMISSIONER

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Presented by:

_____________________________________

_____________________, WSBA # _______

Of Attorneys for _______________________

Dated:  _______________________, 20____


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Approved for entry and notice of presentation waived:

_______________________________________

_____________________, WSBA # _________

Of Attorneys for _________________________

Dated:  __________________________, 20____



	
	


Signature of the Parties:

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
______________________________________

Mother’s Signature

______________________________________

Intervener’s Signature

______________________________________

Child’s Signature (See Paragraph 3.5)

______________________________________

Child’s Signature (See Paragraph 3.5)


	______________________________________

Father’s Signature

______________________________________

Second Respondent  Signature
______________________________________

Child’s Signature (See Paragraph 3.5)

______________________________________

Child’s Signature (See Paragraph 3.5)




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INFORMATION REGARDING THE PARTIES

	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Petitioner:

Name: ________________________________

Address: ______________________________

_____________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________

Work Phone: __________________________


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Respondent:

Name: ________________________________

Address: ______________________________

_____________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________

Work Phone: __________________________


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Intervener:

Name: ________________________________

Address: ______________________________

_____________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________

Work Phone: __________________________


	 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Respondent:

Name: ________________________________

Address: ______________________________

_____________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________

Work Phone: __________________________


[Emergency amendment January 1, 2013; emergency amendment January 7, 2013; amendment September 1, 2013. ]

