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**Disclaimer: The definitions included in this guide are specific to the topics and issues 
covered in the webinar. Some of these words have additional and/or different meanings 

depending on the context in which they are being used**



KMG CONSULTING FIRM

1400 112th Ave SE, Ste 100 
Bellevue, WA 98004 

www.kmgconsultingfirm.com
Phone: (954) 243-7549 

Email: operations@kmgconsultingfirm.com

         
      

     
      

     
        

    
      

  

       
         

       
          

       
       

 Our consulting firm has seven employees with various 
intersectional identities and areas of expertise. Our specializations include promoting 
belonging with an intersectional, universalist, anti-oppression framework. KMG 
Consulting’s work has most often included DEIAB audits and assessments, creating 
culture-shifting and capacity-building curricula, training facilitation, and accountability 
processes rooted in restorative and healing justice.

 KMG Consulting Firm was founded in 2019 by Kabir 
Amari, M. Ed. (pronouns: they/them), the sole 
proprietor and Chief Executive Officer. KMG 
Consulting Firm is a Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 
Accessibility, and Belonging (DEIAB) firm specializing 
in intersectionality. Our firm has a long history of 
providing research projects, customized training, 
assessments, and DEIAB consulting for local, state, 
and federal entities.
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BIOGRAPHY OF PRESENTERS 

What to Expect in this guide

Kabir Amari, M.Ed. (they/them) -
Facilitator 
 Kabir Amari is the Chief Executive Officer of
KMG Consulting and one of the lead strategists
for this proposed project. They are a proud
graduate of The Johns Hopkins University,
earning a master's degree in education and
Florida A&M University, where they earned a
bachelor of science degree in political science
with a minor in global security studies and
international relations. 
 Kabir Amari facilitates trainings that help
participants critically examine the ways that
implicit bias related to race, gender, and
disability impacts the work environment and
eam productivity. 
t

They have an extensive background in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion,
Accessibility, and Belonging (DEIAB) and have facilitated over 350
trainings for organizations across the U.S. on intersectionality, racial,
gender, and disability equity. They constantly engage in professional
development work, to better develop and inform their craft. Kabir Amari
completed the Kingian (Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.) Nonviolence 365 ©
training with the MLK Center in Atlanta, GA. Like Dr. King, their values are
rooted in nonviolence and love for humanity. 
 Before founding KMG Consulting, they worked as a DEIAB strategist
within the 7th largest school district in the U.S. and as a National Managing
Director at Teach For America. Within these roles, they facilitated dozens
of focus groups, created curricula for dozens of certification courses, and
guided multiple entities in creating DEIAB strategic plans. As a DEIAB
practitioner with a background in education, they utilize proven
pedagogical techniques to engage and inform their training participants.
Kabir Amari’s work in DEIAB on behalf of transgender and gender-
expansive youth has been twice published by the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.
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 Alexandra Stephanie Audate, Esq.,
LLM.(she/her) Disability Consultant
and Facilitator 

 Alexandra Stephanie Audate is a licensed
attorney in Florida. She joins KMG Consulting
with nearly two decades of experience in DEI
consulting, organizational management, and
legal compliance.
 She is a graduate of St. Thomas University,
where she earned a Bachelor’s degree, a law
degree, and a master's of law in Intercultural
Human Rights.
Alexandra is a disability justice expert, a well-
respected lawyer, and a trained restorative
justice practitioner who focuses on
community healing in response to systemic
harm, particularly ableism and racism.  

Prior to working as a consultant, she worked as a litigator representing mostly
non-English-speaking and disabled clients. As a person with disabilities,
herself, her advocacy on behalf of her clients often happened in and out of the
courtroom.
In her career, she has worked as the Deputy Director of a major nonprofit
organization, coached various CEOs and executive directors through the
incorporation of disability justice principles in their organizations, the
implementation of compliance processes, and managed several law firms. She
has supported them in recreating organizational structures, drafting and
implementing strategic plans, and revamping their mission statements,
processes, and policies to become more inclusive and equitable.
 Alexandra is fluent in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, and French. 
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 Mary Rojas, Esq., M.A. (she/her)
Criminal Justice Consultant and
Facilitator 

 Mary Rojas is an attorney, educator, social
justice advocate, and an immigration and
criminal justice consultant with KMG
Consulting Firm.
Mary’s education began at home surrounded
by her tribe of strong Guatemalan and
Dominican women. With a Bachelor's degree
in Criminal Justice, a Master's degree in
Pastoral Ministry, and a Juris Doctor degree
from the Benjamin L. Crump College of Law
at St. Thomas University, Mary possesses a
unique blend of legal expertise and a
compassionate approach to helping others. 

She worked as a high school educator for six years, where she was proud to
have truly worked to empower her students, particularly those whose first
language was not English. 
As an Assistant Public Defender in the Mental Health division in Miami and
Broward County, Mary has witnessed how critical accommodations and
language access are in navigating the complexities of the legal system. Her
lived experiences as a child of immigration, her passion for social justice, and
her commitment to social change have made her a fierce advocate in and out
of the courtroom. 
Over the years, she has proven herself to be a sharp litigator and
compassionate counsel for her clients who are trying to maneuver the
criminal justice system and the prison industrial complex. She has dedicated
her career to championing the rights of marginalized communities and
breaking down barriers for people of color in all settings. With a deep-rooted
commitment to social justice, Mary Rojas is part of the 2% of Latina
attorneys in the United States. She firmly believes in creating a more
inclusive and equitable society where every voice is heard, and every
individual is treated with dignity and respect.
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CHAPTER ONE: 

WHAT IS THE
CRIMINALIZATION OF

DISABILITY?

"We shouldn't have to fight for our rights, …
they should already be there." 

- Brad Lomax
8



 
Ableism: a system of power and privilege that hierarchically ranks those 
perceived as nondisabled as being superior to people with disabilities.  
 
Criminalization: The use (misuse or “overuse”) of the criminal legal system 
as a response to behaviors, actions, and decisions made by persons with 
disabilities as a result of their disability or the trauma associated with 
ableist experiences.  AND/OR  
The use of the carceral system as a response to social issues impacting 
persons with disabilities, to avoid the investment necessary to address 
systemic ableism.  
 
Disability: a social identity | a physical, mental, and/or cognitive condition 
that results in someone needing accommodations to fully participate in 
certain activities.  
 
Identity-first vs. Person-first language 
(Identity) Disability-first language describes the disability of a person 
first, usually because their disability is a celebrated or integral part of their 
identity. Some believe that disability-first language helps to remove the 
stigma or shame associated with the disability. Some also believe that 
disability-first language demonstrates an understanding that a person is 
disabled by societal/systemic barriers and prejudiced attitudes, not their 
bodies. 
Person-first language describes the person before their disability. Some 
believe that person-first language helps to highlight one’s personhood and 
their many abilities, without focusing on what they are “unable” to do; the 
intent is usually to avoid defining a person by their disability and avoiding 
potential stigmatization or dehumanization. 

 
Socialization: The process through which individuals learn and internalize 
the cultural norms, values, beliefs, and behaviors of their society or their 
social group. It is a lifelong process that begins during infancy and 
continues for life.   

VOCABULARY
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Structural (Cultural): Values, norms, societal expectations, historical 
memory, culture, ideology, and interactions of institutions and policies that 
systematically privilege some at others’ expense 

Institutional (systemic): Systems, policies, practices, procedures, legal 
systems, law enforcement, media, education systems. 

Interpersonal: Attitudes, behaviors, interpersonal interactions 

Internalized: Impact of the other three levels on ourselves (internalized 
inferiority and internalized superiority) 

 

FOUR DIMENSIONS OF SYSTEMIC ADVANTAGE
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Four Dimensions of Oppression (Disability) 

Structural (Cultural): Inherited value system framing disability as 
undesirable, burdensome, not deserving of love; result of sin, unnatural 

Institutional (systemic): Lack of bodily autonomy in law, lack of marriage 
protection, glass ceilings, discrimination in healthcare, housing, and job 
discrimination, legalized pay inequity, criminalization, institutionalization, 
legal segregation, legal sterilization 

Interpersonal: slurs, invisibilization in society, avoidance, assault, murder 

Internalized: Internalized ableism; high suicide rates 

 
Socialization and Disability  

1.​ We are born into pre-existing social systems based on identity. 
2.​ People we love and trust (family, teachers, religious leaders) teach us 

to accept and reject social rules. We both consciously and 
unconsciously conform to these rules and accept them as the norm. 

3.​ Various messages teach us what kind of people have value and who 
doesn’t, and who is normal/abnormal. 

4.​ Dominant cultural narratives force us to internalize messages about 
ourselves and others.  

 
Suggested Resources  
Videos:  
TED Talk: “I am not your inspiration, thank you very much” by Stella 
Young  (available on Youtube)  
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https://youtu.be/8K9Gg164Bsw?si=iyf0KIB60ddzxupv
https://youtu.be/8K9Gg164Bsw?si=iyf0KIB60ddzxupv


     
  

 
Prevalence of Disability in Washington State  

 
 
Sources 

1.​ Socioeconomic Status and Disability   
University of Montana - Disability Rates in WA State, available at 
https://www.umt.edu/rural-disability-research/focus-areas/disability_maps/st
ate-maps/washington.php 
 

2.​ Youth and Disability 
Education: 
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2024/03/25/really-troubling-survey-fin
ds-poor-outcomes-for-students-with-disabilities-after-high-school/ 
 

3.​ Incarceration and Disability  
Prison Policy Initiative: Washington State Profile, available at 
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/WA.html 

DATA OVERVIEW ON DISABILITY FOR 
WASHINGTON STATE
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https://dhds.cdc.gov/SP?LocationId=53&CategoryId=DISEST&ShowFootnotes=true&showMode=&IndicatorIds=STATTYPE,AGEIND,SEXIND,RACEIND,VETIND&pnl0=Chart,false,YR7,CAT1,BO1,,,,AGEADJPREV&pnl1=Table,false,YR7,DISSTAT,,,,,PREV&pnl2=Chart,false,YR7,DISSTAT,,,,,AGEADJPREV&pnl3=Chart,false,YR7,DISSTAT,,,,,AGEADJPREV&pnl4=Chart,false,YR7,DISSTAT,,,,,AGEADJPREV&t=1750768369842
https://www.umt.edu/rural-disability-research/focus-areas/disability_maps/state-maps/washington.php
https://www.umt.edu/rural-disability-research/focus-areas/disability_maps/state-maps/washington.php
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2024/03/25/really-troubling-survey-finds-poor-outcomes-for-students-with-disabilities-after-high-school/
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2024/03/25/really-troubling-survey-finds-poor-outcomes-for-students-with-disabilities-after-high-school/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/WA.html


     
 

1.​ The Process of Criminalization  
 

 
Available at: https://www.crdjustice.org/discrim 
From the Center for Racial and Disability Justice (Copyrighted material) 
 

2.​ The outcome: 
Criminalization Outcomes for people with disabilities: 
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/research/disability/ 
 
 

THE FOUR STEPS TO DISABILITY 
CRIMINALIZATION

13

https://www.crdjustice.org/discrim
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/research/disability/


    
 
Book Suggestions:  

1.​ Disability Visibility by Alice Wong.  
2.​ Disability, Criminal Justice and Law: Reconsidering Court Diversion 

by Linda Steele.   
3.​ Insane: America's Criminal Treatment of Mental Illness by Alisa Roth.  

 
 
Documentary Suggestions:  

1.​ No Place Like Home: People With Disabilities' Fight To Stay Out Of 
Institutions - CBS News  

 
2.​ Crip Camp: A Disability Revolution -  Netflix 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOURCES FOR CONTINUOUS LEARNING
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CHAPTER TWO:

UNDERSTANDING THE
CRIMINALIZATION OF
DISABILITY WITH AN

INTERSECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

"The fight for Disability Justice cannot be separated
from the fight for racial justice. Both are essential for
creating a more equitable and inclusive society." 

 - Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha
15



  
          

          
           

      
The Criminalization Loop is maintained through systemic oppression.  

 

2025 © KMG Consulting Firm  
 

Intersectionality: A sociological theory and analysis tool that examines the 
ways in which a person may experience multiple and intersecting forms of 
discrimination and systemic oppression and/or privilege simultaneously 
depending on their race, dis/ability, socioeconomic class, gender, sexuality, 
age, etc. 
 

         
            

       

VOCABULARY OVERVIEW
Criminalization Loop: Refers to the way that programs, services, and 
practices within the larger criminal legal system utilize systemic oppression 
to keep persons with marginalized identities within the carceral system after 
initial contact with the system.

Matrix of domination: Illustrates how several social factors, including 
gender, social class, and race and ethnicity, can converge to create a 
cumulative impact on a person’s social standing.
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2025 © KMG Consulting Firm  

Sources 
1.​ Race, Incarceration, and Disability 

https://www.sentencingproject.org/reports/one-in-five-disparities-in-cri
me-and-policing/ 
 
https://www.bazelon.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-05-13-Too
lkit-1_Overview-web.pdf 
 
 

​       

CRIMINALIZATION DATA WITH AN 
INTERSECTIONAL ANALYSIS
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https://www.sentencingproject.org/reports/one-in-five-disparities-in-crime-and-policing/
https://www.sentencingproject.org/reports/one-in-five-disparities-in-crime-and-policing/
https://www.bazelon.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-05-13-Toolkit-1_Overview-web.pdf
https://www.bazelon.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-05-13-Toolkit-1_Overview-web.pdf


Safety + Justice Challenge Report: Over-Incarceration Of Native 
Americans: Roots, Inequities, And Solutions (Desiree L. Fox, Ph.D., 
Ciara D. Hansen, Ph.D., Ann M. Miller, J.D.)  
https://safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Ov
erIncarcerationOfNativeAmericans.pdf 
 
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/native.html 
 
https://www.nicoa.org/new-report-reveals-high-incarceration-for-nativ
e-americans/ 

 
2.​ LGBTQ+ Identity, Incarceration, and Disability 

Prison Policy Initiative:  
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/research/lgbtq/ 
 

3.​ Socioeconomic Status, Incarceration, and Disability 
Bureau of Labor Statistics: Persons With A Disability: Labor Force 
Characteristics — 2024 
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/disabl.pdf 
 
Race and Pay equity: 
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/IWPR-National-Wage-Ga
p-Fact-Sheet-2024.pdf 
 
LGBTQ Wage Gap: 
https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-wage-gap-among-lgbtq-workers-in-
the-united-states 

 
4.​ Immigration, Incarceration, and Disability  

Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI) Report: The State of Black 
Immigrants  
https://stateofblackimmigrants.com/ 
 
American Immigration Council Special  Report: Non-Citizens with 
Mental Illness  

   
   Indigenous People:
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https://safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/OverIncarcerationOfNativeAmericans.pdf
https://safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/OverIncarcerationOfNativeAmericans.pdf
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/native.html
https://www.nicoa.org/new-report-reveals-high-incarceration-for-native-americans/
https://www.nicoa.org/new-report-reveals-high-incarceration-for-native-americans/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/research/lgbtq/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/disabl.pdf
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/IWPR-National-Wage-Gap-Fact-Sheet-2024.pdf
https://iwpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/IWPR-National-Wage-Gap-Fact-Sheet-2024.pdf
https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-wage-gap-among-lgbtq-workers-in-the-united-states
https://www.hrc.org/resources/the-wage-gap-among-lgbtq-workers-in-the-united-states
https://stateofblackimmigrants.com/


https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/202
5/01/Non-Citizens_with_Mental_Disabilities_112310.pdf 
 

5.​ Housing Insecurity, Incarceration, and Disability 
PBS Article: “Six WA cities pass anti-houseless laws after Grants 
Pass decision”  
 
Augustine D, Kushel M. Community Supervision, Housing Insecurity, 
& Homelessness. Ann Am Acad Pol Soc Sci. 2022 
May;701(1):152-171. doi: 10.1177/00027162221113983. Epub 2022 
Sep 14. PMID: 36540854; PMCID: PMC9762769. 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9762769/ 
 

Prison Policy Initiative Article  
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2017/08/23/disability/ 
 
Houseless LGBTQ+ Youth: 
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/homelessness-and-h
ousing-instability-among-lgbtq-youth-feb-2022/ 

 
6.​ Veterans, Incarceration, and Disability 

Council on Criminal Justice Report: From Service to Sentencing: 
Unraveling Risk Factors for Criminal Justice Involvement Among U.S. 
Veterans 
https://counciloncj.org/from-service-to-sentencing-unraveling-risk-fact
ors-for-criminal-justice-involvement-among-u-s-veterans/ 

 
 

7.​ Cost of Incarceration  
Medical Copays for incarcerated people 
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2025/05/15/copay_waivers/ 
 
Funds of incarcerated people  (RCW72.09.480)  
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=72.09.480 
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https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Non-Citizens_with_Mental_Disabilities_112310.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Non-Citizens_with_Mental_Disabilities_112310.pdf
https://www.cascadepbs.org/news/2024/12/six-wa-cities-pass-anti-homeless-laws-after-grants-pass-decision
https://www.cascadepbs.org/news/2024/12/six-wa-cities-pass-anti-homeless-laws-after-grants-pass-decision
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9762769/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2017/08/23/disability/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/homelessness-and-housing-instability-among-lgbtq-youth-feb-2022/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/research-briefs/homelessness-and-housing-instability-among-lgbtq-youth-feb-2022/
https://counciloncj.org/from-service-to-sentencing-unraveling-risk-factors-for-criminal-justice-involvement-among-u-s-veterans/
https://counciloncj.org/from-service-to-sentencing-unraveling-risk-factors-for-criminal-justice-involvement-among-u-s-veterans/
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2025/05/15/copay_waivers/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=72.09.480


  
Sheri Lynn Johnson; John H. Blume; Amelia Courtney Hritz, "Convictions of 
Innocent People with Intellectual Disability," 82 Albany Law Review 1031 
(2018)​
https://scholarship.law.cornell.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2772&contex
t=facpub 
 
Samuel R. Gross & Michael Shaffer, Exonerations in the United States, 
1989 – 2012 Report by the National Registry of Exonerations, University of 
Michigan Law School (June, 2012)  
https://exonerationregistry.org/sites/exonerationregistry.org/files/documents/
exonerations_us_1989_2012_full_report.pdf 
 
 

      

 
 
https://www.aclu.org/documents/death-row-exonerations-people-intellectual
-disabilities 
 
https://www.aclu.org/documents/intellectual-disability-and-death-penalty 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXONERATIONS

More information on exonerations and disability:
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/special-reports/dpic-s 
pecial-report-the-innocence-epidemic
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https://scholarship.law.cornell.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2772&context=facpub
https://scholarship.law.cornell.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2772&context=facpub
https://exonerationregistry.org/sites/exonerationregistry.org/files/documents/exonerations_us_1989_2012_full_report.pdf
https://exonerationregistry.org/sites/exonerationregistry.org/files/documents/exonerations_us_1989_2012_full_report.pdf
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/special-reports/dpic-special-report-the-innocence-epidemic
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/research/analysis/reports/special-reports/dpic-special-report-the-innocence-epidemic
https://www.aclu.org/documents/death-row-exonerations-people-intellectual-disabilities
https://www.aclu.org/documents/death-row-exonerations-people-intellectual-disabilities
https://www.aclu.org/documents/intellectual-disability-and-death-penalty


     
 
Book Suggestions:  

1.​ Black Disability Politics by  Sami Schalk 

2.​ Captive Genders: Trans Embodiment and the Prison Industrial 
Complex by Eric A Stanley and Nat Smith 

 
 
Documentary Suggestions:  

3.​ The Feminist on Cellblock Y - CNN 
4.​ 13th - Netflix 
5.​ Great Spirit within The Hole - PBS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   RESOURCES FOR CONTINUOUS LEARNING
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CHAPTER THREE (A):
UNDERSTANDING THE
CRIMINALIZATION OF

DISABILITY FOR YOUTH IN THE
SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE

“When children don’t know how to read, we teach, when
they don’t know how to write, we teach, when they don’t
know how to ride a bike, we teach. But, when children don’t
know how to behave,  Do we teach, or do we punish?”

- Tom Herner
22



  
Ageism: refers to specific beliefs, feelings, actions, and practices that 
unfairly marginalize young people based on age.  

This is sometimes referred to as youngism to differentiate it from systemic 
oppression against older adults.  

 
       

 

Stereotype  Consequence 

Coddled  Need to be made tough  

Disrespectful  Need to be taught “respect” 

Politically uneducated/rebellious  Need to be molded to accept status 
quo 

Inexperienced   Need “reality check”; deserving of 
low wages 

Lack accountability  Need to be taught “consequences” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOCABULARY OVERVIEW

               
   

This chart highlights some common stereotypes about young people 
and the consequences of these beliefs:

23
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School Disciplinary practices and policies that push students into the 
school-to-prison pipeline 

●​ Hyper-surveillance  
●​ Zero Tolerance Policy  
●​ Restraint and Seclusions 
●​ Suspensions & Expulsions  

​  

 
 
Sources: 

1.​ School Discipline Data  
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/diversity/racial_ethnic_justice/projects/
school_to_prison/statistics/ 
 
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/crdc-discipline-school-climate-reportp
df-21409.pdf  
 
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-2016
12-504-restraint-seclusion-ps.pdf 

SCHOOL DISCIPLINE DATA
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https://www.americanbar.org/groups/diversity/racial_ethnic_justice/projects/school_to_prison/statistics/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/diversity/racial_ethnic_justice/projects/school_to_prison/statistics/
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/crdc-discipline-school-climate-reportpdf-21409.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/crdc-discipline-school-climate-reportpdf-21409.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201612-504-restraint-seclusion-ps.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201612-504-restraint-seclusion-ps.pdf


 
https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Suspension_and_Expulsion.pdf 
 
https://www.aclu.org/documents/what-school-prison-pipeline 
 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/juvenile-justice/juvenile-justice-school-prison-pi
peline 
 
VIDEO: Dr. Rosemarie Allen: The Preschool to Prison Pipeline 
https://www.tedxmilehigh.com/preschool-to-prison-pipeline/ 
 
 
 

2.​ Presence of Police in schools  
Data shows students are often arrested for non-serious issues, including: 

●​ Bad grades 
●​ Tardiness  
●​ Disorderly conduct, like cursing 

​        
●​ Disrupting school through obnoxious behavior like fake burping or 

using fart spray 
●​ Criticizing a school police officer or not following directions 

Kendrick Washington and Tori Hazelton, School Resource Officers: When 
the Cure is Worse than the Disease, ACLU of Washington (May 2021) 
https://www.aclu-wa.org/story/school-resource-officers-when-cure-worse-di
sease#:~:text=Crime%20is%20down%2C%20but%20arrests,into%20the%
20juvenile%20justice%20system. 

 
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-7-million-attend-schools-with-police-but-
no-counselor-aclu-report/  
 
https://hechingerreport.org/proof-points-four-things-a-mountain-of-school-di
scipline-records-taught-us/  
https://www.aclu.org/issues/juvenile-justice/juvenile-justice-school-prison-pi
peline/police-presence-schools  
 

● Drug charges despite not being in possession of actual drugs
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1.​ Incarceration and School Discipline  

Rosenbaum JE. Educational and criminal justice outcomes 12 years after 
school suspension. Youth Soc. 2020 May;52(4):515-547. doi: 
10.1177/0044118X17752208. Epub 2018 Jan 17. PMID: 32528191; 
PMCID: PMC7288849. 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7288849/ 
 
Hemez P, Brent JJ, Mowen TJ. Exploring the School-to-Prison Pipeline: 
How School Suspensions Influence Incarceration During Young Adulthood. 
Youth Violence Juv Justice. 2020 Jul;18(3):235-255. doi: 
10.1177/1541204019880945. Epub 2019 Oct 31. PMID: 34262407; 
PMCID: PMC8277150. 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8277150/ 
 
Washington State Center for Court Research, Juvenile Detention Annual 
Report: Washington State 2020 
https://www.courts.wa.gov/subsite/wsccr/docs/Detention%20Report%2020
20.pdf 
 
https://phys.org/news/2025-04-juvenile-incarceration-linked-poor-adult.html 
 
 
VIDEO: 14-Year-Old with Special Needs Trapped in Maximum Security 
Prison 
https://youtu.be/ZFfOcAFMj2o 
 
 

2.​ Native Youth with Disabilities and the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
NCAI (National Congress of American Indians) Policy Research Center 
(2016)  
https://archive.ncai.org/policy-research-center/research-data/prc-publicatio
ns/School-to-Prison_Pipeline_Infographic.pdf 

JUVENILE DETENTION DATA FOR 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
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https://www.sentencingproject.org/fact-sheet/disparities-in-tribal-youth-incar
ceration/ 
 
VIDEO:  
How Does the Boarding School Era Impact Native Youth Today? 
https://youtu.be/FsXKsCbNkQI 
 

3.​ Black Youth with Disabilities and the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
National  Center for Learning Disabilities Report: Significant 
Disproportionality in Special Education: Current Trends and Actions for 
Impact.  
https://ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2020-NCLD-Disproportionality
_Trends-and-Actions-for-Impact_FINAL-1.pdf 
 

4.​ LGBTQ+ Youth with Disabilities and the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Center for American Progress, Movement Advancement Project, Youth 
First. Unjust: LGBTQ youth incarcerated in the juvenile justice system 
(2017) 
https://www.lgbtmap.org/policy-and-issue-analysis/criminal-justice-youth-de
tention 
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Book Suggestions:  

1.​ The Pedagogy of Pathologization: Dis/abled Girls of Color in the 
School-prison Nexus by Subini A. Annamma. 
 

2.​ The Unteachables : Disability Rights and the Invention of Black 
Special Education by Keith A. Mayes. 

 
3.​ Wards of the State: The Long Shadow of American Foster Care by 

Claudia Rowe. 
 

4.​ Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique W. 
Morris. 

 
 
Documentary Suggestions:  

5.​ School to Prison Pipeline - Disability Rights North Dakota - YouTube 
 

6.​ Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in School - 
https://pushoutfilm.com/ 
 

​      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOURCES FOR CONTINUOUS LEARNING

       
      

     
   
7. The Pushouts - PBS (series)
 Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtpH_IdKjkk
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CHAPTER THREE (B):
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

IN THE COURT SYSTEM 

“Justice is what love looks like in public”.

-Dr. Cornel West
29



      
  

 
1.​ Petitioned Status Offenses:  

National Center for Learning Disabilities: Unlocking Futures Youth with 
Learning Disabilities & the Juvenile Justice System 
https://ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/NCLD-Unlocking-Futures-Final
-7th-Dec-Updated-.pdf 

 

 
 

2.​ Increase in cases before the courts post-COVID-19.  
The Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice Report: 
2024 Biennial Washington State Juvenile Justice System Report To The 
Governor And State Legislature, November 2024.  
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/2024JJGovernorsReport.pdf 

COMPLICITY OF THE COURT SYSTEM IN 
CRIMINALIZATION
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Sources: 
1.​ Guardianship  

Overarching issue: Restricts and infringes upon the rights of people 
with disabilities  
Disability Rights Washington: How to Avoid Guardianship Pitfalls, 
October 2017  
https://disabilityrightswa.org/publications/how-avoid-guardianship-pitf
alls/ 

 
WA State offers many alternative to guardianship orders (depending on the 
needs of the person with disabilities), including  

●​ Supported Decision Making (SDM)  
●​ Educational Representative 
●​ Informed Consent 
●​ Power of Attorney 
●​ Representative Payee 
●​ Special Needs Trust 
●​ Vulnerable Adult Protection Order 

 
** No data on how often these are used and recommended by the courts in 
lieu of guardianship orders. No data on their effectiveness.** 
 

2.​ Family Policing System: Parental Rights of Parents with 
Disabilities 

 
Family policing system: “a complex network of public and private 
entities that police families for actual, perceived, and future child 
maltreatment. Families usually become involved with the system after 
an allegation of child abuse or neglect is made against them, often by 
mandated reporters, such as teachers, childcare providers, 
healthcare professionals, social service providers, and professionals 

MORE THAN CRIMINALIZATION: 
ABLEISM IN THE COURTS
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working with children, who are legally required to report suspicions of 
child maltreatment.” 

 
VIDEO: Statistics about the experience of parents with disabilities in 
the court system 
https://youtu.be/Kix0WyWB1Yk 
 
Legal Ableism: A Systematic Review of State Termination of Parental  
Rights Laws, Robyn M. Powell , Washington University School of Law  
(2023) 
 
An Overview of Disabled Children and Parents in the Family Policing 
System by Elspeth Slayter and Robyn Powell 
https://rotel.pressbooks.pub/disabilitysocialwork/chapter/chapter-6-fmi 
ly-supports/ 
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CHAPTER FOUR:
DECRIMINALIZATION:
SOLUTIONS MOVING

FORWARD 

“Just knowing your rights (or your worth or value)
will never be enough if you are powerless to force
someone else to respect them.”

- Alice Wong34



  
Decriminalization: The act or process of removing criminal consequences 
for certain actions, behaviors, or decisions by persons with a disability by 
addressing the root causes of the behavior.  
 

To Decriminalize Disability is:  
To understand and acknowledge that people with disabilities exist and their 
disability can affect how they interact within various systems, and to adjust 

our systems to reflect this understanding.  
 

To eliminate the trauma associated with ableist experiences by tackling 
ableism in our society. 

 
To respond to behaviors, actions, and decisions made by persons with 
disabilities with trauma-informed professionals trained in implicit bias to 

respond to incidents with people with disabilities, not with force, not by the 
police.  

 
 

The road ahead: 
 

 
2025 © KMG Consulting Firm  

 
 

           
          

             
 
 

Restorative Justice: “a philosophy and a theory of justice that emphasizes 
bringing together everyone affected by wrongdoing to address needs and 
responsibilities, and to heal the harm to relationships as much as possible.”

VOCABULARY OVERVIEW
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●​ Invest in decriminalization culturally, systemically, and by addressing 

criminalization outcomes. 
●​ Investment in Harm Reduction Practice  
●​ Addressing the root causes of criminalization  

 
1.​ The goal: The Four Dimensions of Systemic Oppression Reversed  
Structural (Cultural): Intentionally including diverse stories and 
experiences of disabled people in pop culture, healthcare, etc.; framing 
disability as natural, normal, and celebrated; placing disabled people in 
leadership positions with decision-making power.  

Institutional (systemic): Passing legislation that supports disabled 
people’s bodily autonomy in law, full marriage rights, legalized pay equity, 
affordable healthcare, accessible housing and job opportunities,  
decriminalization of disabilities, end to forced institutionalization, end to 
removal of parental rights, end to legal sterilization. 

      
   

          
   

 

2.​ Decriminalization Culturally  
(a)​Avoiding Ableist Language 

UNITED NATIONS: Disability-Inclusive Language Guidelines 
https://www.ungeneva.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Disability-Inclusive-La
nguage-Guidelines.pdf 
 

(b)​Addressing biases  
Implicit Bias: Subconscious attitudes, perceptions, and stereotypes, that 
influence our understanding, actions, and behavior when interacting with 

STEPS TOWARDS DECRIMINALIZATION

Interpersonal: Removing ableist language and using inclusive language; 
advocacy for accessibility; respect toward disabled people and solidarity 

          
  

building.

         
   

Internalized: The impact of the other three levels on ourselves (an 
internalized belief in equity).
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people from similar social identity groups and different social identity 
groups. 
 
Explicit Bias: A conscious and intentional attitude or belief that favors or 
disfavors a person or social identity group. It can be positive or negative, 
and it can lead to unfair treatment of others. 
 

(c) Implementing the Ten Principles of Disability Justice  
https://sinsinvalid.org/10-principles-of-disability-justice/ 
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Restorative justice in school settings is being used to replace traditional 
punishment practices with a community-oriented approach that involves all 
actors finding a solution. (University of San Diego)  

Darling-Hammond, S. (2023). Fostering belonging, transforming schools: 
The impact of restorative practices. Learning Policy Institute.  
https://doi.org/10.54300/169.703 
 
 
Disability Rights South Carolina Publication: How to Address a Student’s 
Problem Behavior: Functional Behavioral Assessments (FBAs) & Behavior 
Intervention Plans (BIPs) 
https://www.disabilityrightssc.org/functional-behavior-assessments-fbas-be
havior-intervention-plans-bips/#:~:text=Now%20It's%20Time%20to%20Dev
elop,%2C%20cafeteria%2C%20and%20bus). 
 
 
EXISTING PRACTICES IN SCHOOLS THAT WASHINGTON STATE CAN 

CONTINUE TO BUILD ON 
●​ Removing SROs in schools and increasing supportive services 

​         
         

​         
 

 

 
 

DECRIMINALIZATION IN SCHOOLS

        
        

        

        

● Continue to pass legislation to address school-to-prison pipeline
 issues (such the bills that passed address the disproportionate  
	 use of student discipline, and the lack of mental health support  
       for youth in detention)

        ● Implicit bias training for teachers and school staff
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Sources  
JUDGES 

1.​ Judicial Conduct and Criminalization  
VIDEO: Judge Scolds & THREATENS to Jail 72-Year-Old Cancer 
Patient | Court Cam | A&E - https://youtu.be/q483Qy6scrw 

 
Video Reflection Questions:  
1.​ What would it look like if the judge listened to Chowdhury and actually 

offer resources?  
2.​ What if she allowed the community to step in and help Chowdhury?  
3.​ What are the consequences of threatening a cancer patient with jail 

time?  
●​ He may end up to jail which will worsen his health outcomes 

OR  
●​ He may attempt to comply with her order out of fear and worsen 

his health outcomes  

 
 

           
          

  

 
 
2. Addressing Poverty and Incarceration through resource sharing:   
“80% of people involved with the criminal legal system are legally indigent, 
meaning that they are “unable to afford the necessities of life.” 

Profit Over People: Primer on U.S. Cash Bail Systems by Allie Preston, 
Rachael Eisenberg (July 2022)  

Cornell Law School, “Indigent,” available at 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/indigent (last accessed March 2022). 

DECRIMINALIZATION IN THE COURTS

           
          

 
context=clsowo_facpub

Article:  
Mallett, C. (2011). Seven things juvenile courts should know about learning 
disabilities. Reno, NV: National Council of Juvenile and Family Court
Judges.
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&
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HARM REDUCTION PRACTICES  
 
JUDGES AND COURT STAFF 
Harm Reduction Practices in Courts that Lead to Decriminalization 
1.​ Implicit bias training for judges  

a.​ Training | Reinforcement | Accountability system 
2.​ Diverting people from the criminal system to social services and 

resources by providing information about social services at first 
appearance.  

3.​ Providing proper accommodations and support  
4.​ Training on disability (white supremacy | normalcy | court decorum)  
5.​ Autism court, Therapy court, diversion programs 

ATTORNEYS  

Harm Reduction Practices for Lawyers to Support Decriminalization 

​           
2.​ Set the tone in the court by demanding accommodations before 

proceeding  
3.​ Redirect court staff to engage with clients with respect and ask them 

pertinent questions (that you know the client is able to answer)  
4.​ Hold the judiciary accountable  

 
EXISTING PRACTICES IN COURTS THAT WASHINGTON STATE CAN 

CONTINUE TO BUILD ON 
●​ Eliminating fees and fines  

​      
●​ Disability Justice Initiative within the Court System  
●​ Behavioral Health Courts | Veterans Courts | Community Courts  

 
 
 
 

1. Create a plan for representation that acknowledges the client’s needs

● Alternative Response Teams
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Book Suggestions:  

1.​ A People’s Guide to Abolition and Disability Justice by Katie Tastrom  
 

​       
 

3.​ Decarcerating Disability: Deinstitutionalization and Prison Abolition by 
Liat Ben-moshe. 

 
 
Documentary Suggestions:  

4.​ Sins Invalid: An Unshamed Claim to Beauty - 
https://www.sinsinvalid.org/documentary 
 

5.​ Forgiving Johnny - YouTube  

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES FOR CONTINUOUS LEARNING

2. Crip Kinship - Shayda Kafai
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FOR QUESTIONS,  
CONTACT US 

JOSLYN NELSON 

ALEXANDRA AUDATE

Joslyn.Nelson@Courts.Wa.Gov

operations@kmgconsultingfirm.com

WASHINGTON STATE
SUPREME COURT 

Senior Court Program Analyst

KMG CONSULTING FIRM 
Director of Operations & Programs

OR
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