Plain Language Family Law Forms
Implementation 
· Starting 5/1/16, you must use the new plain language forms.
· Final versions of the plain language forms will be posted on www.courts.wa.gov/forms by 2/1/16 for information only, but are not to be used in court until 5/1/16.
· This gives a three month period to get new forms, instructions, and other documents ready to use.
· A case started before 5/1/16 on the old forms should be completed after 5/1/16 with the new plain language forms.  Exceptions:  
· Response to Petition.  If the petitioner serves a petition before 5/1/16, the respondent should respond to the petition using the old response form.  The old response forms will be available on www.courts.wa.gov/forms at least until 5/1/17.  
· Proposed orders that were proposed on the old forms before 5/1/16 may be entered as final orders after 5/1/16.
· Form Packets: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To prepare for the transition, people should limit their supply of printed form packets with the old forms.
· We recommend that anyone providing form packets before 5/1/16 include a notice stating that the forms will change on 5/1/16.  We suggest that packets distributed between February 1 and May 1 include both the old and the new forms.  
· RCW 26.18.220(3): A party's failure to use the mandatory forms or follow the format rules shall not be a reason to dismiss a case, refuse a filing, or strike a pleading. However, the court may require the party to submit a corrected pleading and may impose terms payable to the opposing party or payable to the court, or both.
· All family law forms will be changed on 5/1/16, not incrementally by type of family law action.  
