Serving the legal information needs of the citizens of Washington State

Budget Cuts

Budget cuts have affected all branches of our
state government and no agency has been
immune. Here are just a couple of examples:

The Washington State Living Will Registry—

As a result of cuts in the 2011-2013
state biennial budget, the Washington State
Department of Health ended the Washington
State Living Will Registry effective July 1st.
However, individuals who have registered with
the Washington State Living Will Registry (or
submitted health declarations postmarked on or
before June 20, 2011) will maintain a lifetime
registration with the U.S. Living Will Reqistry, a
private corporation. Registrants do not have to
resubmit documents they previously submitted.
Registrants should have received a letter in July
from the U.S. Living Will Registry with a new
wallet card and stickers that include instructions
on how to access their documents. Registrants
who have not received a letter or are not in
possession of the wallet card, can contact the

The Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act was
approved on July 12th by the Uniform Law
Commission (ULC) at its 120th Annual Meeting
in Vail, Colorado.

The Act requires that official electronic legal
material be: 1) authenticated, by providing a
method to determine that it is unaltered; 2)
preserved, either in electronic or print form; and
3) accessible, for use by the public on a
permanent basis. At a minimum, legal material
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U.S. Living Will Registry at 1-800-548-9455.
Also, participating physicians will no longer be
able to access their Washington State Living
Will Registry account to retrieve patients’ health
care declarations. To access a registrant’s docu-
ments, follow the instructions on the registrant’s
wallet card or call the U.S. Living Will Registry
for assistance.

Washington State Sentencing Guidelines
Commission—

The recent legislative session also elimi-
nated the Sentencing Guidelines Commission
as an independent agency. Effective July 1,
2011, the SGC became an advisory agency lo-
cated within the Office of Financial Manage-
ment. The Caseload Forecast Council has as-
sumed responsibility for the Commission’s adult
felony and juvenile disposition databases, the
annual sentencing statistical summaries, and
the sentencing manuals. For more information,
call 360-407-1050 or see ESSB 5891.

Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act

that is covered by the Act includes the state con-
stitution, session laws, codified laws or statutes,
and state agency rules with the effect of law. In
addition, states may choose to include court
rules and decisions, state administrative agency
decisions, or other legal material.

After receiving the ULC’s seal of approval, a
uniform act is officially promulgated for consid-
eration by the states, and legislatures are urged
to adopt it.



http://www.uniformlaws.org/NewsDetail.aspx?title=Uniform%20Electronic%20Legal%20Material%20Act%20Approved
http://www.uslivingwillregistry.com/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5891&year=2011

Government Documents

As a Federal Depository Library of U.S. government
documents, the Washington State Law Library is
pleased to provide access to the following recent ad-
ditions to our collection:

Judicial Disqualification: An Analysis of Federal Law,
2nd ed., by Charles Gardner Geyh. Federal Judicial
Center, 2010.

Call # KF8861 .G49 2010

(Click here for an electronic version.)
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ter.

Celebrate Citizenship Day, September 17th!

Washington Session Laws

Washington State session laws are now available
from 1889 to the present on the Office of the Code
Reviser’'s website. Chapter to Bill Tables are also
available back to 1997.

The Library also has access to all Territorial Session
Laws from 1854 to 1888 through its HeinOnline
database.

Services : For sale by the Supt.

New Books

The Art & Science of Trial Advocacy, 2nd ed., by L.
Timothy Perrin, H. Mitchell Caldwell and Carol A.
Chase. LexisNexis, 2011.
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The Appearance of Fairness

Doctrine in Washington State,

Municipal Research & Services Center of Washing-
ton, 2011.

Call # JA37.M8 no. 32 2011

(Click here for more information on the Appearance
of Fairness Doctrine and electronic access to this
publication on the MRSC website.)

Reduced Staffing

Due to budget cuts, the Washington State Law Li-
brary has recently reduced its staff by two full time
positions. Nevertheless, we are still committed to
providing the same quality of service that our patrons
have come to expect. We remain open Monday
through Friday, 8am to 5pm. Please visit the Law
Library’s home page to search our catalog, view our
research guides or “Ask a Librarian” a question.

Holiday Closure

A federal holiday since 1894, Labor Day falls on Sep-
tember 5th this year. The library will be closed in
observance.
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