National Adoption Day Speaking Points

1.  We are here today because more than 9,200 children in Washington state are currently living in foster care, and about 1,300 of them are legally free right now to be adopted into new families. 
3.  We know from research and from experience that nurturing families provide the critical foundation needed for children to grow into healthy adulthood. Adopting families are of crucial importance to our communities and our state. 

2.  Many potential adoptive parents are not aware that foster children in their own state are waiting to be adopted. As they seek to grow their families, some parents may miss opportunities they have close to home. 

3.  Each year across the U.S., more than 20,000 foster children “age out” of the foster system without ever finding a permanent family to belong to.

6.  Many also do not realize that adoptive parents can be single or older or of many different walks of life. There is no cookie-cutter template for an adoptive parent who can come into a child’s life and change it forever. 

7. That’s why National Adoption Day was created, and why we are celebrating it today. We want to raise awareness in our community and among individuals or couples interested in adoption that many children right here are waiting to belong to families again.

8.  We’re also here to celebrate adoptive families, who have the courage to open their hearts and their homes and come together to form new bonds, which changes lives forever. 
 
