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Adoption is primarily a story 
told in human terms, the 

conclusion of one family journey 
and the beginning of another. 
But facts and data can also tell a 
story, providing a snapshot of the 
children across Washington who 
enter, live in and eventually leave 
foster care. 
     On the 10th anniversary 
of Washington’s statewide 
celebration of National 
Adoption Day, these charts 
provide some insight into the 
children living in -- and being 
adopted from -- foster care today 
and over the past 10 years. 
     More information is available 
at these resources:

DSHS Children’s  �
Administration adoption 
information page, http://
www1.dshs.wa.gov/ca/adopt/
index.asp

DSHS publication which  �
explains the steps to adoption,  
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/
pdf/Publications/22-1096.
pdf 

Northwest Adoption  �
Exchange, information 
and services for adoption 
of special needs children, 
includes a photo listing and biographies of children waiting to be adopted, www.nwae.org. 

Casey Family Programs, a Seattle-based international foundation providing services for foster children, and working  �
to improve and eliminate the need for foster care, http://www.casey.org/. 

Child Welfare Information Gateway, a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that  �
provides a national overview and statistics on child welfare, foster care and adoption, http://www.childwelfare.gov/ 

National Adoption Day Coalition,  � www.nationaladoptionday.org.
Foster Care Alumni of America, a support service for children currently in foster care or adults who spent time in  �

foster care, http://fostercarealumni.org/welcome_int.jsp .
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Median Number of Months from Termination 
Order to Adoption Commpletion

Number of Legallly Free Youth who Reached Age of Majority with no Permanent 
Plan Completed (i.e., “aged out” of foster care without joining a new family)
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