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March 24, 2006

Members present:  Mr. Jeffrey Beaver, Ms. Roni Booth, Judge Brett Buckley, Judge Paula Casey, Justice Mary Fairhurst, Judge Steven Gonzalez, Mr. Joe McGuire, Ms. Fona Sugg, and Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg

Staff present:  Mr. Rick Coplen and Ms. Jude Cryderman

Recap of BJA Security Committee Tasking

Mr. Coplen briefly reviewed the BJA Ad Hoc Security Committee Report.  He pointed out that one of the suggested tasks is the review and revision of Washington’s court security guidelines.  Mr. Coplen advised if any of the recommendations call for state funding, those budget requests must meet the September cut-off.
1996 Courthouse Public Safety Standards

Mr. Coplen directed attention to the Standards established by the Courthouse Security Committee in 1996.  He pointed out the Standards are very broad and not prioritized.

The Committee briefly discussed the minimums, i.e., requiring everyone entering the courthouse, including judicial officers, to go through the screening process; possibly having an inconspicuous badge to identify those armed officers; providing a safe and secure environment for everyone entering the courthouse.
Selection of Chair

Justice Fairhurst nominated and Judge Whitener-Moberg seconded the nomination of Judge Paula Casey as chair of the Court Security Committee.  The Committee was in agreement.

Membership – Additional Participation

Judge Casey asked if there was support to include a juvenile court administrator on the Committee.  There was consensus among Committee members to add a juvenile court administrator.  Staff will contact the Juvenile Court Administrators’ Association regarding an appointment.

The Committee briefly discussed whether it was appropriate to include a law enforcement representative on the committee.

A suggestion was made to invite stakeholders such as law enforcement, U.S. postal inspector, etc. to specific meetings to provide their perspective.  The stakeholders could also be included on subcommittees.

Judge Gonzalez offered to invite the Western District U. S. Marshal to the next meeting to give his perspective.  There was general agreement that this would be good to hear from experts in court security.

The members briefly discussed the advantage to having law enforcement involved in the Committee’s work from the beginning.

Judge Casey asked that the members vote on whether to add a law enforcement representative to the Committee.  The vote was five in favor of adding a law enforcement representative and four against.  Staff will make the appropriate contact.

Court Security Survey

Judge Casey reminded the members that the ad hoc committee had distributed a court security survey during the summer of 2005.  She advised that not all courts had responded to the questionnaire.  After a brief discussion, staff was asked to send the survey, along with a letter explaining the need for responses from all courts, to those courts that did not respond to the original survey.

Mr. Coplen offered to e-mail the results of the survey that give a breakdown by court level, clerk and juvenile court.  The Committee expressed interest in seeing this information.

Future Meetings

The members agreed to in-person meetings on the following dates:



April 28


9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.



July 28


12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.



October 20


12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Conference calls will be set on the third Friday of the month at noon, for those months in which an in-person meeting is not being held.

Other Business

Mr. Coplen said that he would draft bylaws, set terms and distribute to the Committee prior to the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.





Respectfully submitted,





Jude Cryderman

