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Court Security Committee
September 15, 2006

Conference Call

Members participating:  Judge Paula Casey, chair; Jeffrey Beaver; Roni Booth; Judge Brett Buckley; Craig Daly; Fona Sugg; and Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg
Staff participating:  Rick Coplen and Jude Cryderman

Call to Order

Judge Paula Casey, committee chair, called the meeting to order.

Minutes

Hearing no objection, the minutes of the September 15, 2006 conference call were approved as published.

Review and Final Approval of Standard 1

The Committee briefly reviewed Standard 1.  The editorial changes will be made and the Standard will be ratified by the committee at the next meeting.
Standard 2

The Committee reviewed Standard 2.  Staff was asked to make the Committee’s changes and distribute prior to the October meeting.
Federal Marshal’s Attendance

Mr. Eric Robertson of the United States Marshal’s Office will attend the October in-person meeting.

The Committee discussed areas that they would like covered by Mr. Robertson.  They include:

1.  Written federal materials regarding security that state courts may use, including checklists, handbooks, etc. (staff will inquire if manual, policies might be available prior to the meeting, if not at the meeting).
2.  Resources available from the U.S. Marshal's Office for reviewing security at local courthouses.
3.  Recommendations for training for judges, staff/administrators, and security personnel.
4.  Whether the U.S. Marshal’s Office is available to provide training.

5.  How to acquire surplus equipment.

Security Incident Report

Mr. Coplen briefly reviewed the incident reports received since the July meeting.  He noted that the threats appear to be coming from people agitated by some type of interaction with the court system. 

Staff will create a log for ease in compiling the information for the annual report.  The annual report could be used as a resource for identifying areas which may require some type of security training.  Staff will provide the committee copies of the incident reports.
Judge Buckley suggested sending out semi-annual or annual reports through the listservs.

Security Survey

Mr. Coplen reported the summaries were so complex it had to be put in an Access database.  Copies of the database will be provided on a CD, to members who have requested them, at the October meeting.

Other Business
Judge Buckley reported that Thurston County District Court has implemented screening which has resulted in the union raising several issues.  All people, including county employees, are being screened.  He stated that about 1,000 screenings take place each day, with approximately 40 dangerous items per day are confiscated.  Thurston County does not have x-ray scanners, so screeners are required to go through briefcases, purses, etc.  

Ms. Sugg informed the committee that staff with a nametag ID can pass into the court facility without going through the magnetometer.  She indicated that some people familiar with screeners may also be allowed through without screening.  In Chelan County, screeners are contract employees.  

Mr. Daly briefly reported that the National Center has issued their security audit of Snohomish County.  Those findings may be available as a committee resource at a later date.
Judge Casey advised that WASPC may be able to provide mapping of courthouse complexes, which could prove useful in the event of a security incident.
The members were reminded that the next meeting will take place October 20, 2006 at the Radisson Hotel across from SeaTac Airport.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.



Respectfully submitted,




Jude Cryderman

