Court Security

Incidence Response Committee (IRC)
11/30/2006 Meeting
The purpose of this meeting was organizational.  The goal of the Incidence Response Committee (IRC) was to determine how the judicial system might respond to security incidences at courts, such as Puyallup Municipal Court’s bombing.  At the October 20, 2006 Security Committee meeting, Judge Stephen Shelton reported that having someone, in the court system, to speak with during the time following the bombing of his court would have been very helpful.  He indicated the benefit would have been being able speak with someone not as emotionally involved in the incident and, perhaps, who’s thinking was not biased by the immediate situation.

Judge Buckley envisioned security incidence response to work similar to the “Fire Brigade” of the Bench-Bar-Press Committee.  Background information can be found at: http://www.courts.wa.gov/committee/?fa=committee.display&item_id=61&committee_id=77
The IRC, discussion centered on the need for courts to have certain prerequisites in place for a Security Fire Brigade to be effective.  Specifically, training and procedures are critical for the immediate safety of the public and court personnel.  The reason for this was that if an evacuation was needed, advice over the phone would not benefit the situation.  
However, even a court not having had such an experience, might gain insight from other court’s that had been successful in implementing training and procedures within their counties or cities.  Example of other services the IRC might provide:

· Assistance in making the decision to close the court or keep it open during the incident.
· Who might be best in speaking with the media during the event.
· Moral support.
Ms. Booth reported that Cowlitz County was using “Prepared Response” to facilitate emergency response training.  Her county required every elected official and manager to attend (training flyer attached). 
Judge Buckley reported that Thurston County was also using “Prepared Response” and conducting similar exercises. 

More detail on the programs being conducted by Prepared Response was requested.

Rick will check with the National Center for a model checklist and other materials that might be useful for courts to have in preparation for security events.

The call concluded pending additional information for consideration. 
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Selection Criteria:  The target audience for this workshop is Elected and Appointed Public Officials in Washington State.  The Senior Public Official’s are defined as: (Governor, State Senator, State Representative, State Agency Director, Mayor, County Commissioner, County/City Council Member, Elected Executive, County Sheriffs, Assessors, Prosecutors, etc.).





The workshop is designed to familiarize Senior Public Officials on their roles and responsibilities before, during, and after an emergency and to provide instruction on Public Policy, Emergency Management Fundamentals, Public Information, and the Incident Command System (ICS).





Required Prerequisites:  None.  Encourage all participants to take ICS-100 & ICS-200, IS-700 (NIMS), and IS-800 (NRP) and be familiarized with their local Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP), Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) and Guidelines.





Date:  December 14, 2006


Time:  1 pm – 5 pm





Location: 


Cowlitz County PUD Meeting Room


961 12th St., Longview, WA





POC: Grover Laseke


(360) 577-3130    


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lasekeg@co.cowlitz.wa.us" ��lasekeg@co.cowlitz.wa.us� 











Class Limit: None





Emergency Management Division


TA-20, Building 20


Camp Murray, WA 98430-5122





To Register:  Please call Cowlitz County Department of Emergency Management @ (360) 577-3130 or e-mail to DEM@co.cowlitz.wa.us.  





Senior Public official’s 


Workshop





EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT Division





Contact:  Scott Jackson


Phone: (253) 512-7051


Fax:     (253) 512-7206


Email:  s.jackson@emd.wa.gov








