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Court Security Committee
December 1, 2006
Meeting Minutes

Members Present:  Judge Paula Casey, Chair; Jeffrey Beaver; Roni Booth; Judge Brett Buckley; Craig Daly; Justice Mary Fairhurst; Joe McGuire; Fona Sugg; Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg; and Gale Wick
Guests Present:  Jeff Hall
Staff Present:  Rick Coplen and Anita Gausepohl
Call to Order

Judge Paula Casey, committee chair, called the meeting to order.

Minutes


Hearing no objection, the minutes of the October 20, 2006 conference call were approved as published.

Reports

Incidence Response



Mr. Rick Coplen reported that the Incidence Response group met on November 30 as an organizational meeting.  He stated that the group determined their focus was to create something similar to the Bench-Bar-Press “Fire Brigade” but to have prerequisites in place in order for it to be more effective.  He reported that there are counties using “Prepared Response” to facilitate training.  More detailed information and notes from the groups meeting was sent via email for the committee to review.

Training



The training group had not been able to do an organizational meeting; however, Ms. Fona Sugg did state that she left a message with the US Marshal in regards to the training.  Mr. Rick Coplen stated that he had received a response from his request and there was an agreement to do the training and adapt it to meet our needs.  An email will go out to the subcommittee group to get a date set for a first meeting and start the discussion for training.


Standards



The Standards Subcommittee met on November 28 and Judge Paula Casey provided a report.  The group did complete a draft for court security standards but it did not reach the committee members in time for review.  The draft will be resent to the committee members so they can have time to review and get feedback to the subcommittee.  It was noted that this is not a mandated issue and there would be some costs associated with the standards.  Judge Casey noted small courts might not want to participate.  She stated that the standards be encouraged county wide to involve small courts.  Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg noted that they should get a better buy in from towns dictated by the mayor since there is not a money issue.  Justice Mary Fairhurst stated the importance of providing the awareness of what happens on a county level and that small courts have the same risks and issues.  Judge Paula Casey asked that the committee review the draft standards and send feedback for the guidelines to the Standards Subcommittee. 
Proposed Legislation

Mr. Jeff Hall provided an overview of the suggested changes to the RCW 9.41.300 that references weapons prohibited in certain places.  He provided an alternate A and B amendment for the committee to discuss.  Alternate A provided an amendment allowing local courts to modify the items capable of causing death allowing them to prohibit additional items as needed.  Alternate B would change the section listing weapons adding the word “knife, other bladed instrument, and aerosols/immobilizers.  Mr. Hall reminded the committee that RCW 9 provided that it was a crime to bring the weapon into the courthouse and the concern of people being criminally charged if they did so.  Judge Paula Casey stated that the intent is not to criminally charge anyone if they give up the weapon at the entrance or screening area, but that if an individual did bring a weapon into the courthouse they would be charged with a crime.  All committee members agreed.  If an individual relinquished the weapon at the screening counter, it would be returned to them upon their departure.

There was a discussion of changing RCW 9.41.250 that actually defines the list of instruments or weapons and add the other items to that list as well.  There was a discussion and concern regarding the use of aerosol irritants and immobilizers because a large number of people carry these for protection.  Mr. Jeffrey Beaver suggested that they leave out the enumeration and be more general by stating bladed instrument.  He stated that when you are too specific and something is left out then people assume it is okay to bring it in because it is not listed.  Judge Paula Casey stated that her concern was that serious weapons were not listed in the language.  


Mr. Jeff Hall suggested they make the changes through the court rules.  Mr. Joe McGuire stated that the General Rule 20E discusses exhibits and that they could possibly do a subsection to the rule addressing concerns.  Judge Paula Cased stated that they could go ahead and do the amendment on RCW 9.41.250 to add the knife/bladed instrument, and then draft the subsection for the rule on exhibits.  All members agreed.  

Mr. Craig Daly provided an update from the executive summary for Snohomish County on the assessment for guidelines.  The committee also addressed the concern of public access and security of executive summaries and suggested that this also be revised.

Mr. Jeff Hall will send out a new draft for legislation and Mr. Rick Coplen will review the current rules and draft a subsection to address committee concerns.

Incident Response Log


Mr. Rick Coplen stated that the Incident Report Log will be available to review and will be placed on the “inside courts” web site.  This will limit access to members that have courts access but for security purposes suggested that this was the most appropriate area for this information.  All members agreed.

Website Review


Mr. Rick Coplen stated that the website was in the final stage and would obtain general information and meeting info for the committee.  All information would be on the public site for committee members to access except for the Incidence Report log.  
2007 Meeting Schedule


Judge Paula Casey stated that the meeting schedule provided was a draft for 2007.  The February meeting had to be adjusted because there were no other available times to use the SeaTac conference room.  She asked that the committee members get feedback to Anita on availability in case any dates need adjusted.  

Other Business


Judge Paula Casey told the committee that there would be a year-end report provided to the BJA stating what the Security Committee had done over the last year.  She asked if the committee wanted to go back and ask for funding again since they had been denied funding for the 2006 budget.  Mr. Rick Coplen suggested that they at least ask for a small amount of funding to alleviate some of the expense for lodging, mileage, and perdiem of individuals attending the training.  Judge Paula Casey suggested that they funds not be more than $20,000 but that Mr. Coplen put together a request showing what the costs would be for a person to attend the training.  The year-end draft report will be out for review by December 15, Judge Stephen Gonzalez has offered to give the report to BJA and Mr. Jeffery Beaver will also attend that meeting.
Next Meeting


The next meeting will be January 12, 2007 at noon; via telephone conference – call in number 360-357-2900 PIN 8098#.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita Gausepohl
