Court Security Committee

DRAFT


March 16, 2007
Page 2 of 3

Court Security Committee                                     DRAFT
March 16, 2007
Meeting Minutes

Members Present:  Judge Paula Casey, Chair; Mr. Jeffrey Beaver; Judge Brett Buckley; Judge Steven Gonzalez; Mr. Gale Wick; and Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg
Guests Present:  Mr. Chris Ruhl, Court Services Manager, Administrative Office of the Courts
Staff Present:  Ms. Anita Gausepohl
Call to Order

Judge Casey, committee chair, called the meeting to order.

Minutes


Judge Casey asked for approval of the minutes from the February 2, 2007 meeting.  The minutes were approved as published.
Reports and Information

Introductions


Mr. Chris Ruhl, the new Court Security Manager, was introduced.  Mr. Ruhl took the position of Court Security Manager on March 1, 2007; he is working at the Eastside Plaza location with Mr. Coplen.  Mr. Ruhl is planning to attend the May meeting so he can meet committee members in person.   

Incident Response Subcommittee (IRC)


There was no report for the Incident Response Subcommittee at this time.  Mr. Coplen will be getting together some best practices information for the group to use as a guide.

Training Subcommittee


Judge Casey reported that she had spoken with US Marshal David Miller in regards to the training.  She stated that he was willing to work with the group to setup training in the areas previously discussed.  Judge Gonzalez suggested that an in-person meeting would work best; he and Mr. Coplen will be working with Mr. Miller to get dates and session topics setup.  

Standards Subcommittee


Judge Casey asked committee members for feedback on the current draft of standards.  She stated that several items had been reformatted to provide a good flow of information.  In addition, she stated that she has compared this current draft with the original standards and found that all areas had been covered.  However, she asked the committee to take the time to review each area and make sure critical information had not been left out.  

The committee discussed the update of the draft standards.  Judge Buckley suggested that there be an introduction to the standards so that individuals, who are not directly involved with the security of the court, can have a better understanding of the needs for higher security.   Judge Whitner-Moberg brought up the discussion of how standards would be used by both parties in situations where violations occur.  The committee agreed that although there are courts that cannot afford to implement parts of the standards, it is better to have them in place than to eliminate them for fear of a lawsuit.  Mr. Beaver suggested adding a statement or disclaimer that not all courts were expected to adopt the non-mandated standards especially when funding or other barriers are in the way.  

Judge Casey stated that the Standards Subcommittee would work on the suggestions of the group and an introduction for the standards.  She stated that the committee could review the draft at the next meeting and she would like to start discussing what portions of the standards should be mandated.  


Current Incident Reports

Judge Casey reported that there had been three incidences in local courts since the last meeting.  The reports included a pipe bomb in the Spokane courts, a bomb threat in Everett, and a pipe bomb/device in Clark County.  There had been no reports provided by any counties to the AOC, Mr. Coplen will contact the counties and request reports.  Mr. Wick reported that Chelan County did have a man with a cane enter the security area of the courthouse, and when they examined the cane, they found a 16” dagger inside.  He stated that the man was arrested because of the incident.  The county will submit a report to the AOC.  Judge Casey asked that staff send out copies of current articles referencing these incidents, and contact appropriate county’s for reports.

Fall Conference Presentation

The Fall Conference Presentation discussion will be brought forward at a later meeting.  

Weapons Definition Legislation


Judge Casey provided an update on the current legislation.  She stated that Mr. Jeff Hall, Deputy Administrator for the Courts, had confirmed that the Weapons Definition bill HB 2177 died in the house.  However, this bill can be brought forward again in the 2008 session and does not need to be reentered as a new bill.  He also stated that he would help the committee work on getting sponsors from both Senate and House and send forward a companion bill for the Senate committee.  Judge Casey suggested that the committee use lobbyists from the associations to help carry the bill forward.  Committee members agreed with the suggestion of the lobbyist and that they would like to see this go forward to legislation again in the next session.
Other Business


Judge Casey reported that in Thurston County, the County Commissioner has asked for a legal opinion on whether all individuals working in the building need to have security screening.  The review is to determine who has the authority to set the rules for screening.  She stated that the concern for the courts is that other offices that share the building and do not want screening, could eliminate the security screening in some or all portions of the building.  She suggested that other courts that share buildings with other agencies review this because it could become an issue for them as well.  


Staff asked committee members to decide how they wanted to distribute the Judges’ Privacy Guides.  Currently there are only 250 copies, but if they determine that they want all Judges in the state to have a copy, then more could be requested.  The Committee suggested that all Judges’ in the state get their own copy and that they be inserted into the packets at the spring conferences.  It was also suggested that a Security Committee representative obtain time on the agenda to give a brief overview of the handout.  Staff will request additional copies.  


The next meeting will be held via conference call on April 20, 2007 at 12:00 p.m.  The call in number is 360-357-2900 PIN 8098#.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Anita Gausepohl
