
BOARD FOR JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
Court Security Committee

May 15, 2009 Teleconference

Meeting Minutes

Members present:  Judge Janis Whitener-Moberg, co-chair; Judge Steve González, co-chair; Judge Paula Casey; Ms. Susanne Elsner; Justice Mary Fairhurst; Ms. Sonya Kraski; Chief Robert Spinks 

Members not present: Mr. Jeffrey Beaver; Judge Elizabeth Cordi-Bejarano; Mr. Craig Daly; Ms. Fona Sugg

Staff present:  Mr. Rick Coplen; Ms. Karen Castillo 
______________________________________________________________________________

Call to Order:  

Judge González called the meeting to order.
Approval of Minutes:   

Judge González asked the members if there were any changes that need to be made to the March 27, 2009 meeting minutes.  There being none, the minutes were approved by acclamation.  

BJA Meeting Report:

Judge González provided a report on his presentation at the April BJA meeting of the changes the Court Security Committee made to the Court Safety Standards and the Incident Report Form.  He said there were supportive comments from members of BJA about the work of the Court Security Committee and several also commented about security issues they’ve encountered.  Judge González commented that he had suggested better security at the Temple, but the suggestion was not well received.

He said that he had asked BJA members for suggestions about what additional things they would like the committee to do.  One suggestion was that there be more training for judges on matters concerning security.  Judge González said that he told the members that the CSC had offered to do a training session at one of the judges’ conferences, but the offered had not been accepted.  He said that he discussed the nuts and bolts of court security and informed them that the committee is continuing its efforts.  He added that the presentation was an opportunity for those who are not familiar with the standards to learn about them.

Other Business:
Justice Fairhurst suggested doing an annual compilation of the incident report and distributing it to the presiding judges, court administrators, etc. to remind them of the level of threats.  Mr. Coplen replied that the compiled annual incidents report has been created, and that Ms. Castillo will contact the webmaster about getting it posted online with a note on it that says “Law Enforcement Sensitive”.

Chief Spinks said he would also be happy to post that on the bulletin boards. 

Ms. Kraski said she had impressed upon the local court that the Incident Report Log will be useful information when it comes to applying for grants and justifying court security budgets.

Mr. Coplen noted that Dirk Marler is sitting on the board representing the court.   He also said that BJA contacts could be routed through Rick so that Judge Gonzalez’ email address isn’t on the internet.

With respect to the incident reports, Judge Gonzalez said that it has come to his attention that not all the sheriffs were reporting everything on the incident reports.  Mr. Coplen referenced the   Spokane County Superior Court threat report on 4/01/09, adding that Judge Gonzalez had contacted them and suggested that a photo of the individual be posted around all the screening stations, etc., which was helpful to the Spokane Court. There was additional discussion about that threat.
Next Meeting and Adjournment:
The next meeting of the Court Security Committee will be a teleconference on Friday, August 14, 2009 from 12:15 pm to 1:15 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Castillo

Administrative Assistant

AOC


