ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS

COURT SECURITY INCIDENT REPORT LOG 

September 25, 2009 UPDATE

	Report

Date
	Incident Date
	Location
	Summary of Incident
	Incident Category

	9-25-09
	9-23-09
	Pierce County Juvenile Court
	Deputy reports he was advised through an email from a Probation Officer (PO) regarding threats made against one of Remann Hall's Court Commissioners by a juvenile in detention. In his email, the PO said that he'd met with the Defendant, who had threatened to retaliate against a certain Court Commissioner if the Commissioner "sent him up" (to JRA). The PO’s email also indicated that a Remann Hall Detention Officer (DO) had spoken to the Defendant after the PO did, and that the Subject had repeated those threats to him.

Deputy reports he received a typed statement directly from the PO regarding the incident. In the statement, the PO wrote that he thought he heard the Defendant say, "The judge better watch out because he if (sic) sends me up, I will find him."
Deputy also reports he received a copy of a formal Pierce County Juvenile Detention Report from the Detention Supervisor. The report was written and signed by the DO, who quoted the Defendant as saying, "no judge (sic) better watch out, cause if he sends me up I'll find him and he'll be the one that regrets it."  The DO also quoted the Defendant as saying, "no the judge better watch it because if I get sent up I'll find him and make him regret it. I (sic) serious! I'll find him." 
	 Threat

	9/25/09
	9/25/09
	Jefferson County
Courthouse
	Someone threw a rock through the County Administrator's office window, which is on the ground floor. The intruder proceeded to the second floor and smashed in the window to the door that provides access to both Superior Court and the Clerk's Office. A small fire was started on a deputy clerk's desk. (There were SCOMIS code cheat sheets and a phone extension list pinned to a cubical divider. It looks like the intruder lit it with a cigarette lighter. The fire burned two sheets of paper and died out.) The intruder attempted to enter the Clerk's vault and passed through the Clerk's office to the adjoining Judge's Chambers, through the Judge's door to the Superior Courtroom. There s/he toppled several components of the JAVS recording system which were not damaged. In the Superior Court Judge's chambers one of the brass baskets on a large Klondike Gold Rush era scales was stolen.  A piece of security glass from the Clerk's door was found on the desk of a Juvenile Probation Officer one floor up. Access to Juvenile Services is by a back stairway to the courtroom that has no door. It does not seem that robbery was the primary motive, nor were any other effects disturbed in the four departments affected. The break-in was discovered by the morning janitor at approximately 5:30 a.m.  He phoned 911 and the county facilities staff.  The Civil Deputy dusted the scales for prints and local law enforcement was notified because the scale basket is a pretty distinctive object.
	Incident

	9/23/09
	 9/16/09


	King County Juvenile Court
	When respondent was ordered remanded into custody, he stood up and stated he would not be cuffed.  He continued repeating this and remained standing.  Staff called security and notified that an officer was needed in court #2.  Runner called a “Code 3” and other Runners appeared in courtroom to assist in handcuffing/remanding the respondent.  The King Co. Officer entered the courtroom approximately 1-2 minutes after the call for assistance.  Respondent continued to resist while the additional Runners and KCO attempted to get respondent into custody while in courtroom.  Respondent continued to resist while being escorted from the courtroom.  He continued to be loud and combative in the Runner office and holding cells area.
	Incident

	9/23/09
	9-18-09


	King County Juvenile Court
	Two youth in the hallway between Court 1 and Court 2 were behaving in an aggressive and threatening manner, pounding on windows and yelling.  Their aggression was directed at a child client who was in a meeting with an ACA defense attorney.   Staff who witnessed the incident shouted at the King County Officer at the podium to get his attention, but the officer did not leave the podium, and did not respond to request for assistance.  Staff watched the two youths as they exited the lobby into the Juvenile Courthouse foyer and then out of the building.  Staff then went to the KCO located at the video monitors and identified the two youth by sight/clothing and notified the officer that the youth had just threatened a child inside and cannot be allowed back in.  Also asked the officer to keep an eye on where they go and what they are doing as they may be planning to accost the child when he leaves the building.  Upon notification that the client had finished his hearing and had just gone into the parking lot, the King County Officer went out on the front sidewalk directly outside the main courthouse exit doors, which left no officer present by the metal detectors or in the lobby.
	Incident

	09-23-09
	9-22-09

7-31-09
	Pierce County Superior Court
	Two letters written by the same individual were received at Pierce County Court office in July and September.  Both letters were of a threatening nature and directed at a judge.  The letters were referred to law enforcement, and the court was placed on security alert.
	Threat

	9-21-09
	9-21-09
	Pierce County  Juvenile Court
	Deputy was called to Lobby ‘B’ by Remann Hall employee regarding a juvenile female who was in the lobby cursing at the employee and others.  When deputy arrived at the exterior doors to Lobby ‘B’, subject was sitting outside on the bench with her care coordinator from CCS. She was cursing. Deputy advised subject that if she couldn’t control herself, she wouldn’t be allowed to return to the lobby. Deputy went into the lobby and spoke with employee and the detention supervisor.  Deputy was then paged to the Lobby ‘B’ Security Station via the Priority Pager System. Upon arriving, was told that subject had just threatened to assault her care coordinator.  OSO said he thought the care coordinator might be in danger of assault.  Deputy placed subject under arrest and in handcuffs.  Subject resisted the deputy several times, attempting to turn around more than once, forcing the deputy to grip her wrist and/or hand tightly to keep her movements under control.  Subject asked care coordinator to keep her purse; deputy left the purse in care coordinator’s possession. Care coordinator declined to make a statement regarding the incident.  Subject’s Probation Officer arrived and asked the deputy release her in favor of writing a report.  Deputy escorted subject to the patrol car – she continued cursing and calling deputy a racist. Deputy read subject the Miranda Warning from a prepared card, at which time subject declared, “I want a lawyer!”Assuming subject was invoking her Right to Silence, deputy continued reading Miranda, and then read the additional Warning to Juveniles to the subject.   She was transported to Remann Hall booking office. When her record was run on MDC, DOL indicated that subject was listed as a Missing Person under Tacoma Police Case, entered on 9-5-09.  Deputy contacted LESA Records by phone; Records confirmed subject's status as a Missing Person. Deputy notified Records of the recovery of the missing person.   
	Incident

	9/15/09
	9/14/09
	King County District Court
	A male caller left a message at 3:48 a.m. on judge’s office voicemail, accusing judge of being “racist, sexist person” and saying that someone with her bias and discrimination in courtroom should not hold office.  Also said this is the reason why judges should be required to disclose their political affiliation, adding “You crazy b----!”
	Incident

	9/09/09
	8/20/09


	King County Juvenile Court
	A court employee observed a juvenile removing what appeared to be a handgun from underneath shrubbery located adjacent to the Youth Services Center campus.  The employee called 911 and reported the incident; the Seattle PD dispatched an officer to investigate the incident.
	Incident

	09/09/09
	08/14/09
	King County Juvenile Court
	A shooting occurred in the parking lot outside of the Youth Services Center. Numerous shots were fired from a vehicle traveling past the parking lot on a street adjacent to the YSC facility.  One victim received bullet wounds that were serious but not life-threatening.  At the request of the Seattle PD, the court went into temporary lockdown to facilitate their investigation
	Threat

	9/08/09
	8/24/09
	King County Superior Court
	The Sheriff’s Court Protection Unit was notified of a disturbance in the visitors’ parking area.  The Marshall went out to find a Seattle PD officer with two adults and a female juvenile. The male adult was verbalizing in a loud voice about how his young teen family member had been assaulted by two boys and how he was going to teach them a lesson about hitting girls. Two juvenile boys were with another officer, twenty feet away, explaining their side of the event. The Marshall learned that both sides had been in a trial and that the two boys had been found not guilty of assault. After some discussion with both groups, Seattle PD responded with several units and made sure everyone departed without further incident.
	Incident

	8/27/09
	8/27/09
	King County District Court
	Received a threat by mail to blow up all King County District Court house or come down and shoot everyone dead.  The sender identified himself and his records were located.  KCSO is investigating.
	Threat

	8/25/09
	8/24/09
	Grays Harbor District Court
	Subject who was sweating and out-of-breath came into District Court reception area and said that he had an interview with the judge.  He was told to have a seat in the lobby.  He sat there for a few minutes and then went to the courtroom.  Staff person who went to lock the doors to the judge’s chambers and courtroom confronted the subject in the courtroom and told him to get out and to go sit in the lobby. At that moment, the APD arrived on the scene, handcuffed the subject, and led him out of the courtroom.
	Incident

	08/10/09
	08/10/09
	Moses Lake District Court
	Victim of crime was waiting to hear a preliminary (arraignment) hearing in the lobby when the defendant arrived.  Defendant became agitated that the victim was present and started shouting at the victim.  Staff called Security.   Defendant would not calm down until told to go into the courtroom or the police would be called. Defendant went into the courtroom and the victim was instructed to wait in the lobby until notified to go into the hearing.
	Incident

	7/24/09
	7/16/09
	King County Juvenile Court
	Juveniles appeared at court to either attend court hearings or accompany their friends who had court appearances scheduled.  Juveniles from two rival gangs were present in court and aware of either other’s presence.  One juvenile walked into the public restroom in the lobby and was followed by two youth from the rival gang. These juveniles cornered the individual who managed to make his way out of the restroom and into the lobby near juvenile court One. Other juveniles from the cornered youth’s gang then attacked the two juveniles and a fight ensued, involving multiple individuals.  The fight occurred in the presence of two sheriff deputies and two Seattle police officers attending court as witnesses in another matter.  The juveniles would not end their fight until the Seattle police officers used Taser guns on two of the participants.   Sheriff deputies subsequently cited for trespass those individuals who had no court business that day, and indicated that they would be detained should they appear again in the facility without personal court business.  Deputies had similar conversations with some of the participants.  Other participants were subsequently held in detention related to the court hearings they were to attend later in the morning.
	Incident

	6/16/09
	6/11/09
	King Co. Superior Court
	The Seattle Police Department was in the process of investigating an assault that took place at approximately 3:00 a.m. Saturday morning near the Youth Services Center campus.  During their investigation, SPD found a 38 caliber gun on a street adjacent to the YSC campus.  SPD subsequently conducted a (dog) sweep of the YSC campus at about 7:00 a.m. Saturday morning and during the sweep, they found an empty gun box/container.
	Incident

	6/16/09
	6/10/09
	King Co. Superior Court
	A member of the King County Facilities Division yard maintenance crew found a handgun in an overgrown area on the Youth Services Center campus while performing routine yard maintenance.  The crew turned the weapon over to the on-duty King County Court Protection Officer at the Youth Services Center.  Upon investigation and review, it was determined that the weapon was a BB gun and the gun was confiscated by the King County Sheriff’s Office.
	Incident

	6/26/09
	6/25/09
	Pierce County Superior Court
	During court hearing, defendant became irate and cursed at the plaintiff and made verbal threats towards the plaintiff.  Court Security was contacted and arrived on the scene.
	Threat

	6/15/09
	6/15/09
	Chelan County Superior Court
	Subject going through screening station had a Swiss army knife confiscated, but also had a knife in his shoe that went undetected.  Upon his departure from the courthouse, he stopped at the security desk to get his Swiss army knife.  At that point, he reached into his shoe and removed a black folding knife and told the security officer he had taken it through security and she had missed it.  He then placed the knife back into his shoe and put his shoe back on prior to departure.  The reporting officer says he was given a description of the subject and made contact with the subject who was then identified and subsequently arrested for Dangerous Weapon and Weapon in a Prohibited/Certain Place. 
	Incident

	6/15/09
	6/15/09
	Marysville Municipal Court
	As he exited his vehicle to enter the courthouse, a judge was approached by a former defendant. The former defendant stated that she just wanted to talk to the judge. He said, "No", and continued to walk to the courthouse door. The former defendant continued to follow the judge and stated it was important that she talk with him. He again said, "No", and entered the building. The vehicle the former defendant was in was parked as early as 7:45 am and was within one or two stalls of the judge's normal (unmarked) parking spot. The judge was concerned because she had waited so long for him to arrive; his previous encounters with her were concerning as well.  The court bailiff was contacted as soon as the judge entered the building. He was able to get the license plate number, and to determine the name of the person who made contact with the judge.
	Incident

	6/5/09
	6/3/09


	King County District Court
	Defendant telephoned regarding his case. He’d failed to pay his ticket after making payment arrangements and was screaming and swearing about losing his license.  He threatened to come to the Seattle Courthouse if he lost his license to "straighten” us out.  Courthouse security was contacted. They are going to obtain defendant's photo for distribution. Defendant has a history of harassment, disorderly conduct, & public disturbance.
	Threat

	6/5/09
	?
	Kitsap County Superior Court
	An inmate in the Pierce County Jail confided in another inmate that he planned to take out the judges and attorneys responsible for his daughter's homicide conviction in Kitsap Co. He said he had access to a .223 rifle w/scope and was going to "take out" 3 named Kitsap Co. Superior Court judges, the 2 attorneys and "go out himself." The inmate who heard the threats contacted and shared this information w/an investigator in the Pierce Co. OAC, who forwarded it to the Kitsap Co. Sheriff's Office.  Courthouse security, the judges, and court staff were provided a recent photo of the individual making the threats.  Kitsap Co. Sheriff's Detectives took an initial Incident/Investigation Report when contacted by the OAC investigator, and promptly referred it to detectives in the Tacoma PD, since the threats were made in Pierce Co. and the individual’s last known address is in Tacoma. He was released from the Pierce Co. Jail on 5/19/09.  An investigation is ongoing.
	Threat

	6/2/09
	5/28/09


	King County Superior Court
	At about 9:00 a.m., court security personnel heard a commotion in the lobby of the Youth Services Center.  Upon arriving at the scene, a court security officer observed a juvenile being held down by an adult (later identified as the young man’s father).  The juvenile was screaming at several other juveniles in the lobby, later identified as participants involved in an earlier altercation with the youth.  The screaming youth was removed by court security personnel, taken into custody and questioned by a SPD officer.  He was subsequently released and allowed to attend his scheduled court hearing.

At about 10:30 a.m., a second fight began near the entry of the Youth Services Ctr. lobby. Court security took two juveniles into custody with the assistance of a school/detention staff member. Each juvenile accused the other of starting the fight but they refused to cooperate in processing a criminal investigation. SPD responded to the incident and interviewed the juveniles and witnesses. Court security filed a report with the King County Sheriff’s office.
	Incident

	5/27/09
	5/20/09


	Pierce County Superior Court
	Court staff received a phone call from a female caller, who “calmly but rapidly indicated, ‘You need to take this threat seriously.  There is a bomb set to go off at 3 o’clock.’” Staff repeated the comment back to the caller, but she had hung up.  Staff immediately looked at her computer clock, which indicated the time at 1:58 p.m.  Her co-worker had overheard the conversation and contacted the authorities.  Another co-worker informed the office manager of the bomb threat.  Court Security arrived on the scene and completed a sweep of all floors of the building.  The staff person who had received the call filled out a bomb threat card and was subsequently interviewed by an officer.
	Threat

	5/21/09
	5/19/09
	King County RJC Law Library
	Extremely uncooperative and hostile person was trespassed from the RJC Law Library at the request of the library director.  Person is suspected of having mental health issues. He was also trespassed from the KCCH Law Library for similar behavior exhibited onsite. KC Sheriff’s Office Court Protection Unit filed the trespass order.
	Threat

	5/21/09
	5/19/09


	King County Superior Court
	KC Jail inmate had completed an appointment at Harborview and attempted to escape custody of the jail officers while being escorted back to the county van for transport back to the jail. He was recaptured at 7th and James by jail officers responding to the call. During the escape attempt, the suspect also attempted to car-jack a vehicle. The suspect was taken back into custody by officers within 15 minutes of the attempted escape. Three jail officers and defendant were injured, treated and released. Inmate transports to the courthouse were either delayed or suspended for the remainder of the afternoon in order to address the staffing issues resulting from this incident.
	Threat

	5/21/09
	4/07/09
	King County Superior Court
	An inmate from the King County Correctional Facility was in trial in courtroom E201 between 4/01/09 and 4/08/09.  On 4/07/09, upon returning to the jail by way of a secured route and under the supervision of jail transport personnel, the defendant was found with a rock of cocaine in his possession. The inmate admitted to possessing the cocaine but did not disclose how, where or from whom he obtained it.
	Incident

	5/20/09


	5/12/09


	Snohomish County Courthouse
	On the afternoon of 5/12/09 a man was sent to the Snohomish County Clerk's Office by a clerk at the Everett Municipal Court requesting a copy of a court docket. The man caused a verbal disturbance in the Clerk's Lobby when he was advised that the Snohomish County Clerk could not access municipal court records. The subject began yelling at the Clerk staff prompting them to press their duress button to summon Marshals to the location. Once the Marshal arrived, the subject became even more un-cooperative so he was escorted from the building by Marshals. The subject continued his verbal tirade with the Marshals and at one point began taunting and threatening a Marshal, saying, "I will knock you out!" Subject said this while removing his trouser belt and wrapping it around his hand.
	Threat

	5/19/09
	2/27/09


	Spokane County Superior Court
	As the jury came back with a verdict on a domestic violence case, one of the defendant's family members "went crazy" was yelling, screaming, using foul language, and appeared she wanted to attack jury members. An attorney unrelated to the case, held the woman back and took her out of the courtroom. Court staff attempted to get jurors out of the courtroom without further incident, but many people were in the courtroom and security was needed. The Judge pressed the panic button with no response. The woman was still screaming and yelling in the hallway so loud that staff in a neighboring courtroom called for assistance. Deputies finally arrived and arrested the woman. The county jail was in lockdown status, so she was released.
	Threat

	5/19/09
	5/18/09
	King County Regional Justice Center
	“There was a gang related homicide trial taking place in CR W-355.  As a by-product of that, there was a disturbance in the 3rd floor lobby with about 20 gang members and a fight that broke out somewhere between the 3rd and 1st floor in the NW stairwell. Due to the large uncooperative crowd, court security personnel requested SPD backup. They elected to stay in the area until the completion of the hearing.  There was also an arrest made out of fight, as well as three trespass warnings.”  
	Incident

	5/19/09
	5/18/09
	King County Regional Justice Center
	A party leaving the ex parte department attempted to avoid service of process. He entered the area of an adjacent Superior Court department and then exited by way of an emergency exit. The lawyer reported it to security but he was unable to understand their response.  
	Incident

	5/15/09
	5/13/09
	King County Superior Court
	Court Protection Marshal responded to courtroom for a remand. After judge ordered remand, defendant was searched and a can of pepper spray was found in his pants pocket. Defendant had entered courthouse via 3rd Ave. entrance but canister was not identified/confiscated by screening personnel then. Defendant had been the subject of security attention the previous day, when he acted out in the same courtroom and caused court/attorney sufficient concern to call for security personnel.
	Incident

	5/15/09
	5/06/09
	King County Superior Court
	Court Protection Unit responded to a disturbance in the Clerk's Office involving two females who were fighting. Person who was determined to be the primary suspect is married to the victim's ex-husband. Report had been taken day prior on a custodial interference involving both parties. Suspect was obtaining an anti-harassment order against the victim, who also happened to be in the Clerk's Office at the same time. Victim commented to the suspect that she "looked pregnant," at which point, the suspect told a clerk to call the police, and then attacked the victim.  In addition to Court Protection Unit marshals, Kent PD and Aid were also contacted. Primary aggressor was placed under arrest. Suspect was held at the Sheriff's Office until Kent PD completed victim statements.  Both persons had suffered some scratches and bite marks, but did not warrant further medical attention. 
	Incident

	5/15/09
	4/21/09
	King County Superior Court
	Person had entered a courtroom without specific reason and stood in back of room; was non-responsive when court staff inquired as to his purpose for being there. Duress alarm was activated by court staff to which marshals responded. When asked by the marshals the reason he was there, he indicated that he "wanted help from a judge regarding discrimination he believes he is facing. Same person had been reported for having followed a security screener out of the building the week prior. Due to these two incidents, he was told by the marshal not to return to the courthouse or he would be arrested for trespassing. He returned to the building again an hour later, and when repeatedly warned by the marshal to leave the building, he refused.  Marshals arrested him and escorted him to the booking office, where a trespass warning letter barring him from the courthouse for 1 year was completed and provided to him by the Sheriff's Office. 
	Threat
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