Minutes of the Commission Meeting — 7 

                    
      
        October 26, 2006


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

 

MINUTES OF COMMISSION MEETING

 

Seattle University School of Law

Hunthausen Hall, Room 110 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, October 27, 2006 at 10:30 a.m.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:30 a.m.

 

Present at the meeting were Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Judge Richard A. Jones, Judge Douglas W. Luna, Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr., Judge Vicki J. Toyohara, Ms. Ann E. Benson, Uriel Iñiguez, Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson, Eric A. Jones, Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D., Ms. Denise C. Marti, Ms. Karen W. Murray, Anthony Orange, Jeffrey C. Sullivan, Ms. Brenda E. Williams, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff. 
 

Not in attendance with excused absences: Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired),  Judge Greg D. Sypolt, Judge Mary Alice Theiler, Judge Mary I. Yu, Judge Dennis D. Yule, Robert C. Boruchowitz, Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn, Ms. Regina J. Jones, Ms. Janet L. McLane and Ms. P. Diane Schneider. 

Others not in attendance were: Judge Ronald E. Cox, Judge Donald J. Horowitz (Retired), Judge Ron A. Mamiya, Ms. Myra I. Contreras, Lonnie Davis, Ms. Amalia C. Maestas, Ms. Rosa M. Melendez, Ms. P. Diane Schneider and Ms. Sudha Shetty. 
Guests: Jeff H. Hall, Executive Director of the Board for Judicial Administration, and Eric A. Jone’s staff: Ms. Maria Skowron-Zayas, Axel Pfalzgraf, and Ms. Suria Mohamed.
 

Acknowledgement


Justice Smith thanked Dean Kellye Testy, Seattle University School of Law, for hosting the Executive Committee and Commission meeting at Seattle University School of Law at Hunthausen Hall. 

Dean Testy thanked the Commission for coming and apologized that the law school building, Sullivan Hall, was not available for the Commission meetings. She stated that the Commission is welcome to hold future meetings at the law school. She also requested that one of their university professors, Bryan A. Adamson, be considered for membership to the Technical Support Group of the Commission. 

Justice Charles Z. Smith stated that Mr. Adamson is welcome to join the Technical Support Group and a letter acknowledging the appointment will be sent to him.  

Guest Presenter

Justice Smith introduced Jeff H. Hall, Executive Director of the Board for Judicial Administration (BJA).  

Mr. Hall stated that he had two items to cover with the Minority and Justice Commission: Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) long range plan and activities of the BJA’s Long Range Planning Committee. 

Mr. Hall reported that a mission statement is in the process of being created for the BJA. He referred to a sample presented in the handouts to Commission members and stated that the mission statement is from New Jersey’s judiciary. He stated that BJA will utilize the activities and information provided by organizations and agencies within the judiciary to establish a statewide judicial mission/vision statement and long range goals. The BJA will review 20 years of research from taskforces and commissions, utilizing their recommendations to determine goals to be accomplished. 

Mr. Hall reported several activities of the BJA. One of the projects the BJA is developing for legislators is a bench book which describes the structure and function of the Washington State judiciary. It will act as a resource for legislators as they encounter issues relative to the judicial branch. In addition, the BJA is developing a guide to assist judges for hosting legislators in their local courthouses as well as a guide to help judges communicate with the Legislature. 

Mr. Hall stated that another project of the BJA is the Justice in Jeopardy funding effort which is attempting to obtain safe funding for the judicial system – a 7.8 million dollar request to the state to help pay for half the cost of judges’ salaries and benefits and increase the standard rate of pay at $50 an hour for certified and registered interpreters. Registered interpreters are a new category approved by the Interpreter Commission in an effort to expand availability of qualified interpreters to judges. Registered interpreters are defined as individuals who have taken the written examination to test their language proficiency, legal vocabulary and their knowledge of the ethics rules. It also includes an oral proficiency interview. Registered interpreters will only be in non-certified languages. For example, there will not be a registered interpreter in Spanish, which is a certified language. This will give a judge a reasonable basis to qualify an interpreter in non-certified languages. This will expand language access to fifty additional languages, in addition to seven certified languages. 

Mr. Hall explained that Washington State ranks fiftieth in terms of state funded support for its courts, and the BJA would like to balance the financial responsibility between state and local government. He stated that this may be challenging given that the state judiciary and its lines of authority are decentralized. 


Judge Luna asked if the mission statement will include tribal courts. Mr. Hall stated that he will make a note to discuss tribal courts with BJA. 

A commission member asked about representation in the BJA from Eastern Washington. Mr. Hall stated that currently there is no representation from Eastern Washington and will make a note to discuss this in BJA meetings also. 

Ms. Chung asked if there was representation from all committee, boards or commissions from the Judiciary on the BJA Long-Range Planning Committee. Mr. Hall replied that all committees, boards and commissions are not represented because too many members on the Planning Committee may make it too unwieldy in terms of decision-making process. He did indicate that there could be a process, not yet established, to obtain input from the numerous groups. 

Justice Smith thanked Mr. Hall and addressed the Commission stating that this was an informational update and to please contact Mr. Hall if they have any questions or comments. 

Minutes

 

Justice Smith announced that the February 24, 2006 Executive Committee and Commission meeting minutes have been approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions during the executive committee meeting. 

Report of Co-Chairpersons

 

New Commission Members
Justice Smith introduced the new members of the Technical Support Group: Ms. Patty Chester, Uriel Iñiguez, and Eric A. Jones. He stated that Ms. Chester, who is not present, is a county clerk in the Stevens County Superior Court and is a representative of the County Clerks Association; Mr. Iñiguez is the Executive Director of the Commission on Hispanic Affairs, and Mr. Jones is an attorney who specializes in immigration and business development issues

Justice Smith reported that Ms. Janet L. McLane, Administrator for the Administrative Office of the Courts, is retiring at the end of October and as soon as the new administrator is appointed by the Supreme Court, that person will be invited to join the Commission. Justice Johnson added that an individual was selected and offered the position; unfortunately, the individual declined the offer. Justice Smith also announced that a “Happy Retirement” card for Ms. McLane is on hand if anyone is interested in signing it.

Ms. Chung added that Brian A. Tsuchida via e-mail, to her, indicated his wish to resign from the Commission. Justice Smith recalled that Mr. Tsuchida has been with the Commission for more than twenty years and will be missed. 

Recognition of Deceased Persons
Justice Smith announced that the 2006 Annual Report will be dedicated to Sekio Matsumoto, the creator of the Equal Justice logo, who died in May 2006. He also announced that Charles A. Jardine, a former Technical Support member and a certified public accountant by profession before retirement, died August 6, 2006. Justice Smith recalled how Mr. Jardine helped the Commission in developing a standard accounting format.  

Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith announced the meeting dates for 2007 and indicated that an update will be sent to Commission members when the venues are secured: 

· Friday, February 23, 2007

· Friday, June 29, 2007 

· Friday, October 26, 2007 

2005 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that the 2005 Annual Report posters and note-cards are available and interested persons should contact staff to obtain them. 

2006 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that the 2006 Annual Report will contain articles from contributing authors from among our members based on the idea that we are all immigrants or descendants of immigrants. He also stated that Judge Luna will be asked to include Native Americans, who are not immigrants, in his article. He would like to have Commission and community members write about their ancestral origins in the hopes of expressing a positive impression of the word “immigrants” as opposed to the current negative tone used in the media. He further stated that the artwork secured for the 2006 Annual Report is titled “The Messengers” and was painted by a local Seattle artist named Yadesa “Yaddi” Bojia, a native of Ethiopia. 

2007 National Consortium

Justice Smith stated that the next National Consortium Annual Meeting will be held in Brooklyn, New York from May 2 to May 5, 2007. He stated that the budget will not permit the Commission to pay the cost of travel or registration for members other than Justice Johnson, Ms. Chung and him. 

2008 National Consortium

Justice Smith announced that the Minority and Justice Commission has volunteered to host the 2008 National Consortium Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington. In preparation for the Annual Meeting, he stated committees will be formed to address the following: funding, program, and entertainment. He also stated that José E. Gaitán, past Commission member, has agreed to help with fund raising. Justice Smith recalled that Mr. Gaitán helped raise funds for the 1998 National Consortium Annual Meeting held in Seattle. He acknowledged that judges are not allowed to solicit funds, but stated that non-judicial members and retired judges are permitted to solicit funds. 

Judge Fleck also recalled that Judge McDermott was instrumental in the success of the 1998 National Consortium in Seattle and complimented him on his work and service. She suggested that, although Judge McDermott has many responsibilities and commitments, if we all agreed to assist maybe we can persuade him to help. Judge McDermott responded with his willingness to help in any way possible.   

Budget Status Report
Ms. Chung gave an overview of the budget status report and current allocations per sub-committee and projects. She explained in detail that the allocation is based on past usage and future projected projects. She reported that based on the current spending pattern and projected projects, the Commission is anticipating a deficit of $8000 at the end of the biennium. In order to balance the budget, she suggested the following: negotiate with various vendors and consultants, for example, Education Programs, to reduce costs; delaying printing of the 2007 posters and note-cards until after June 30, 2007 when the new biennium starts; sending only one person to the National Consortium annual meeting in Brooklyn, New York, instead of three people; and seek funding from Ann Sweeney, Director of the Judicial Services Division with the Administrative Office of the Court, because Ms. Chung had heard that they may have excess funds which could be allocated to the Commission. Ms. Chung explained that the projected deficit is the result of increased costs associated with education programs, specifically the cost of consultants, and increased cost of printing the 2005 Annual Report.    

Mission of the Commission

Justice Smith cautioned the Commission Members about exceeding the mandate established by the Supreme Court which states that the Commission was created to examine all levels of the judicial system to ensure judicial awareness for persons of color to achieve better quality of justice and to make recommendations for improvement to the extent that it is needed. He reiterated his belief that judges should be the focus of the Commission’s efforts. 


Judge Fleck pointed out that several of the sub-committee chairpersons were not able to attend and suggested postponing or continuing the discussion of the mission of the Commission for the next meeting. Ms. Chung added that three of the five chairpersons are not in attendance. Justice Smith concurred that the discussion should continue at the next Commission meeting but gave members present an opportunity to discuss the mission today, if desired.  

Discussion ensued regarding the project “Diversifying the bench”. Several members believe the project is within the scope of the mission and should be pursued while co-chairpersons believe that they are outside of the scope. 

It was raised that the manual is for everyone and should be sponsored by the Commission regardless of the fears/perception. Co-chairperson reiterated that the mission of the Commission is to educate judges on the propriety of inclusion and that the development of a manual to guide attorneys to become judges may creates a conflict. He also stated that this discussion is moot given the status of the project, the manual will be published and sponsored by the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA); this will avoid any unnecessary political conflict. 

Some members stated that the manual will run into even more difficulty being published among the political entities that exists within the WSBA.            

Justice Smith called for an end of the discussion of the Mission of the Commission due to limited time and moved to the Report of the Sub-committees. 

Report of the Sub-committees


Sub-committees were not able to meet in break-out sessions to discuss goals and projects due to limited time. The following are reports based on past discussions. 

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, in the interest of time, directed those interested in the work and activities of the sub-committee to review the latest Education Sub-committee minutes located in the Commission packet. 

Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, was not present. Therefore, no report was given.   
Outreach Sub-committee

Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was not present. Therefore, no report was given. 

Research Sub-committee


Justice Smith reported for Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, who was not present. He announced that the sub-committee has reviewed and recommended selection of a research team from the University of Washington to study the topic of legal financial obligations. Justice Johnson and Smith interviewed the research team and approved the recommendation of the Research sub-committee. 


Ms. Chung stated that the research proposal from the researchers is located in the Commission Packet under the tab labeled “Research”. She also stated that the researchers have added qualitative analyses to the research study, which was not part of the request for proposal requirements.  

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, was not available to report. However, Ms. Karen W. Murray read the report on her behalf. Ms. Murray read that the sub-committee will continue to promote equal employment opportunities and work to increase the number of racial and ethnic minorities employed at all levels of the judiciary. She also read that the sub-committee has begun gathering names of potential national speakers, who will speak of the importance of diversity in the court system, for the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference. She further read that Judge Fleck and Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn have met with the WSBA president, Ms. Ellen Dial, about hosting the Diversifying the Bench manual on the WSBA website and will meet with Seattle University and University of Washington Schools of Law and the Minority Bar Associations to sponsor the project. Lastly, Ms. Murray read that Judge Fleck and Dean Kellye Testy will set up a meeting to discuss Seattle University School of Law’s program to diversify its staff and faculty and will review its externship project. 

Brenda E. Williams added that the president of the Latina/o Bar Association and the Loren Miller Bar Association have been approached and although there is no official response yet, several of the leaders of the Minority Bar Association, have been working on the project so co-sponsorship is most probable.        

Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

