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June 27, 2008


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION MEETING 
Graham & Dunn PC

Pier 70, 2801 Alaskan Way, Suite 300

Seattle, Washington
Friday, June 27, 2008, at 10:30 a.m.


Presiding: Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons.

Call to Order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:00 a.m.

Present: Justice Charles W. Johnson; Justice Charles Z. Smith (retired); Jeffrey A. Beaver; Robert C. Boruchowitz; Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Donald J. Horowitz (retired); Judge Douglas W. Luna; Ms. Denise C. Marti; Judge James M. Murphy (retired); Judge Vance W. Peterson; Judge Greg D. Sypolt; Judge Dennis D. Yule; and Monto Shan Morton as Staff
Absent with excused absence: Bryan Adamson; Alexander A. Baehr; Ann E. Benson; Ms. Myrna I. Contreras; Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn; Jeff E. Hall; Uriel Iñiguez; Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson; Judge Richard A. Jones; Eric A. Jones; Judge Kenneth H. Kato (retired); Dean Sandra E. Madrid; Ms. Amalia C. Maestas; Dirk A. Marler; Judge LeRoy McCullough; Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr.; Ms. Rosa M. Melendez; Ms. Karen W. Murray; Ms. Carllene M. Placide; Ms. P. Diane Schneider; Ms. Nancy K. Scott; Ms. Ada Shen-Jaffe; Jeffrey C. Sullivan; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; Ms. Brenda E. Williams; and Judge Mary I. Yu.
 

Acknowledgements

Justice Charles Z. Smith acknowledged Commission member and law firm partner Jeffrey A. Beaver for hosting the Commission at the Graham & Dunn PC Seattle office. 

 Minutes

Justice Smith stated that the March 7, 2008, Commission Meeting Minutes have been approved during the Executive Committee Meeting subject to any necessary editorial revisions. 

Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Justice Smith announced the next Commission meeting for Friday, October 17, 2008, at the University of Washington School of Law. 
Appointments
Justice Smith announced that Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr., King County Superior Court, has been appointed by the Supreme Court to the Commission for four years.  He noted that Judge McDermott has been a member of the Technical Support group almost from the beginning of the Commission.  

2008 National Consortium

Justice Smith announced that the 20th Annual National Consortium Annual Meeting at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel from April 29 to May 2 was successful according to the participant evaluations. He stated that the National Consortium meeting was attended by approximately 150 persons.  He noted that funds from outside sources, participant registrations, and the National Center for State Courts are being used to pay expenses for the 2008 Consortium Meeting. He stated that any overage will be placed in an account for the Consortium and may possibly be used for the 2009 National Consortium Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

Justice Smith stated that many Commission members contributed to the success of the 2008 National Consortium Meeting, and he wanted to especially note the outstanding contributions of Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn; Ms. Rosa M. Melendez; Dr. Sandra E. Madrid; José E. Gaitán; David Tang; Ronald R. Ward; and Judge Deborah F. Fleck.  He added that the work of Monto Shan Morton, Executive Director, was especially critical to the success of the 2008 National Consortium Meeting.  
Justice Smith announced that as of January 1, 2009, he will relinquish his role as Co-chairperson of the Commission.
2007 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that he will no longer be the editor of the Commission’s Annual Report as he has done for the last twenty years.  He stated that the Outreach Sub-committee will assume responsibility for developing the overdue 2007 Annual Report.
Budget Status Report
Justice Johnson stated that the budget is on schedule, is based upon current projections and is sufficient for the next biennial appropriation cycle.
Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee 

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, was not present, so Judge Greg D. Sypolt, Vice-chairperson, reported that the sub-committee met May 14, 2008.  He referred to the minutes of that meeting in the Commission packet, pointing out the success of the 2008 Judicial College and noted that this success was due to presenters: Judge James M. Murphy; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; Ms. Benita Horn; and Ms. Peggy Nagae. Judge Sypolt noted that he and Judge McCullough will be the new presenters at the upcoming 2009 Judicial College in Tacoma.  He also stated that the sub-committee is presenting a cultural diversity session at the 2008 Fall Judicial Conference on October 5 to 8, 2008, in Spokane, which will cover the topic “Cultural Competency: Ensuring Justice for Arab, Muslim, and Sikh Cultures” which will be similar to the presentation at the 2007 Fall Judicial Conference, but incorporating women and family issues.  
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported that the data on the demographics of judges of color has been collected and presented to the American Bar Association for their diversity study.  He also reported that the final draft of the Legal Financial Obligations Study will be submitted by two professors from the University of Washington Sociology Department and the sub-committee will review the document once it is approved by the co-chairs.  He stated that the sub-committee is continuing to look at the issue of truancy contempt cases and the disproportionate impact on children of color and immigrant families.  He noted that the sub-committee is scheduled to meet today after the Commission meeting and will then meet again in August.
Outreach Sub-committee
Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee will continue producing the Equal Justice Newsletter.  He also reported that the sub-committee recommends that the newsletter be distributed electronically which will reduce costs to the Commission due to the cost of postage for mailing 2,300 copies.  He stated that the sub-committee also recommends moving to shorter newsletter pieces on issues relating to diversity, utilizing internet linkages to more detailed information.  
Judge Yule stated that the sub-committee would like to assign members to minority bar groups and organizations to serve as informal conduits for the purpose of sharing information.  He stated that the Access to Justice Board would be one such organization.   

Justice Smith asked Judge Donald J. Horowitz and Judge Greg D. Sypolt to assume responsibility in this task.  They both agreed to request permission to establish such a role with the Access to Justice Board, of which they are both members.
Justice Johnson approved the request by both Justice Smith and the Outreach Sub-committee to move responsibility for the annual report to the Outreach Sub-committee. 

Research Sub-committee

Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, was not present.  Justice Smith asked Monto Shan Morton to report on the sub-committee.  Mr. Morton reported that the final draft of the Legal and Financial Obligations (LFO) research report by two professors in the University of Washington Sociology Department will be available June 30, 2008.  He stated that originally the researchers had stated that they found no significant difference in the assessment of LFO’s for Hispanic and Latino defendants, but after utilizing Hispanic Surname Analysis they found that Hispanic and Latino defendants were assessed higher fees and fines than white defendants.
Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee will update the on-line Resource Directory which has not been updated for ten years.  The sub-committee also has agreed to produce a new edition of the Recruitment and Retention Manual.  She explained that the manual was created by the Commission six years ago and the sub-committee believes it is time to update its content.  Judge Fleck stated that the sub-committee will visit externship programs at Washington State law schools to gather a greater understanding of their programs.  She reported that the “Diversifying the Bench” manual project has been handed over to Judge Horowitz who has agreed to accept responsibility for finishing its contents due in part to his role on the diversity committee of the Washington State Bar Association.  She also reported that the sub-committee will recommend a person of national stature to speak on diversity issues at the fall 2009 Judicial Conference.  
Other Business
Judge Horowitz reported on the Justice Without Borders Conference.  He stated that there are possible positive implications for limited English proficient persons in screen reader technologies being developed by the University of Washington Center for Disabilities Studies.  He stated that they have developed software that will enable screen readers on all computer and related devices for those who have visual disabilities, learning disabilities, and those who are not literate in English.  This software would be installed when computers and websites are built where the program literally reads out loud the print from the screen.  He also reported that the Access to Justice Board is working with many groups in the justice system, such as Legal Aid, Northwest Justice Program, and the Bar Association so that when people cannot make a meeting they can still attend via video-conferencing.

Adjournment
 

The meeting was adjourned by Justice Smith at 12:15 p.m. 
