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Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Minutes of the Commission Meeting

Seattle University School of Law
Sullivan Hall, Room 110

Seattle, Washington

Friday, June 19, 2009, at 10:30 a.m.
Presiding:  Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-chairpersons
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:30 a.m.

Present:  Justice Charles W. Johnson; Justice Charles Z. Smith (retired); Professor Bryan Adamson; Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn; Jeffrey E. Hall; Judge Donald J. Horowitz (retired); Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson; Eric A. Jones; Ms. Patricia C. Lally; Judge Douglas W. Luna; Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr.; Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D.; Ms. Rosa Melendez; Judge James M. Murphy (retired); Ms. Karen W. Murray; Judge Vance W. Peterson; Ms. Carllene M. Placide; Ms. P. Diane Schneider; Ms. Nancy K. Scott; Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe; Judge Gregory D. Sypolt; Judge Mary I. Yu; Judge Dennis D. Yule (retired); and Monto Shan Morton, Staff.

Absent (with excused absences):  Jeffrey A. Beaver; Ms. Ann E. Benson; Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz; Ms. Myrna I. Contreras; Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Uriel Iñiquez; Judge Richard A. Jones; Judge Kenneth H. Kato (retired); Judge LeRoy McCullough; Ms. Amalia C. Maestas; Jeffrey C. Sullivan; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; and Ms. Brenda E. Williams.
Acknowledgments

Justice Charles Z. Smith thanked Associate Dean Annette Clark of Seattle University School of Law for hosting the Commission meeting.


Justice Smith welcomed Ms. Patricia C. Lally, Assistant United States Attorney of the United States Attorney’s Western District Office to the Commission. Ms. Lally is also in coming president of the Latina/o Bar Association. She has accepted membership to the Technical Support Group and the Outreach Subcommittee.  

Justice Smith reported that Judge LeRoy McCullough will be presented the 2009 Outstanding Judge Award by the King County Bar Association on June 27th.  
Minutes


Justice Charles Z. Smith reported that the Commission meeting minutes of March 27, 2009, were approved subject to any necessary editorial revisions.
Report of the Co-chairpersons
Commission Meeting Schedule

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 30, 2009, at a location yet to be determined. 
2009 National Consortium Meeting

Justice Charles Z. Smith reported that he and Mr. Morton attended the 21st Annual Meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May 6 - 9, 2009.  The annual meeting was hosted by the Pennsylvania State Bar Association, Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial, and Ethnic Fairness.  He stated that there were many outstanding speakers and judges present from all over the country who spoke on a variety of topics.  For more information, the national consortium website is located at: http://www.consortiumonline.net/index.html. 
Budget Status Report

Justice Charles W. Johnson reported that the 2010 Annual Judicial Conference may be cancelled or at least shortened in length due to the shortfall in state revenue.  The Commission members discussed prioritization of programs and projects given the limited budget and considered alternative resources.  During the discussion it was clarified that the Commission is authorized to seek funding from outside resources and apply for grants. 
Reports from Subcommittees
Education Subcommittee 
Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chair of the Education Subcommittee, was unavailable. Judge Gregory D. Sypolt, vice-chair, reported that the cancellation of judicial conferences due to the State’s shortfall will affect the number of the subcommittee’s annual educational programs; however, the subcommittee will continue to propose educational sessions for the 2010 Superior Court Judges’ Association and 2010 District and Municipal Judges’ Association Conferences.  The Commission is scheduled to present sessions at the 2009 Institute for New Employees and the 2010 Judicial College.  Even though the session proposal for the 2009 Annual Judicial Conference was not accepted, the subcommittee recommended that Mr. Morton attend the 2009 Annual Judicial Conference to represent the Commission. The Commission has maintained a presence at the conference for many years. 
Evaluation and Implementation Subcommittee
Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Subcommittee, reported that the subcommittee has been discussing legal issues regarding the study on legal financial obligations research study conducted for the Commission by Dr. Katherine Beckett and Dr. Alexes Harris. The subcommittee received comments on the report from Ms. Barbara Miner, president of the Washington State Clerks Association.  Ms. Minor pointed out that, to some extent, a system already exists for tracking legal debt of the courts, commenting on the researchers’ recommendation for creation and use of a statewide database that consolidates legal debt from all sources such as the municipal, superior, and district courts, and Department of Corrections (DOC).  The subcommittee supports presenting educational sessions on this topic.  Judge Murphy stated that the study also reported disproportionality of legal assessment of Hispanics and Latino defendants, and the subcommittee recommends that further study be conducted.  The subcommittee also recommends that letters, requesting comments regarding the research report, be sent to the presidents of the Superior Court Judges’ Association and the District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association. 

Judge Gregory D. Sypolt stated that Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz was included as a researcher and author of a paper entitled Minor Crimes and Massive Waste: the Terrible Toll of America’s Broken Misdemeanor Courts.  Since misdemeanor courts were not covered in the Commission’s research study, Judge Sypolt recommended that the Commission conduct a research study that includes this topic. 
Outreach Subcommittee
Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Subcommittee, reported that the Equal Justice newsletter will be published two times a year.  The subcommittee is changing the newsletter’s content and format; placing more emphasis on the news from the legal community, providing information about activities around the state.  The newsletter will continue to be distributed digitally to reduce costs. 
Judge Yule also reported that the subcommittee is discussing the design and content of the 2009 annual report.  
Judge Yule reported that the subcommittee discussed how the Commission could maintain a consistent relationship with organizations in the legal community, specifically judicial commissions and associations and minority bar associations.  The subcommittee discussed holding regular sessions with these organizations to share information concerning programs and projects and discuss possible collaboration.  
Judge Yule stated that the subcommittee supports the Education Subcommittee’s recommendation to have representation at the 2009 Annual Judicial Conference. 

Research Subcommittee
Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Subcommittee, was not available.  Professor Shen-Jaffe reported that the subcommittee had discussed ideas on ways to reduce costs for research, such as building a formal relationship with the Access to Justice Law School Relations Committee, which has representatives from Gonzaga University and the University of Washington at the faculty, administration, and student leadership levels wherein research could be conducted by leveraging the full range of what the university and law schools have to offer, including externships, independent study, and the research assistants that assist faculty members.  Another research resource would be law reviews and journals.
Professor Shen-Jaffe stated that the subcommittee discussed how to gather possible research studies, such as periodic symposiums at which invited participants would brainstorm on current and cutting-edge emerging issues that affect the judicial branch.  A work plan could be created identifying topics, prioritized by importance that could be worked on over time.  A symposium could be held once every two to three years to save costs and give the subcommittee enough time to work on the topics.   
Workforce Diversity Subcommittee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Subcommittee, was not available.  Mr. Morton reported that work continues on the Diversifying the Bench Manual and Resource Directory.  He also reported that the Building a Diverse Court: A Guide to Recruitment and Retention, 2nd Edition, is being formatted and edited.
Mr. Morton reported that the Commission’s 2009 Annual Judicial Conference keynote speaker recommendation was not accepted.  Justice Susan Owens, committee chair, stated that not enough time was available on the agenda to bring in a keynote speaker this year.
Mr. Morton stated that the subcommittee is discussing efforts to work with law schools to provide support in increasing the number of externs utilized by judges.  
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
