Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting — 4 
February 25, 2005


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

United States Courthouse
17th Floor Judicial Conference Room
700 Stewart Street
Seattle, Washington

Friday, February 25, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:00 a.m. 

Present at the meeting were Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Judge LeRoy McCullough, Ms. Janet L. McLane, and Ms. Erica S. Chung. 

Not in attendance with excused absences were Ms. Myrna I. Contreras, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired) and Brian A. Tsuchida. 
Minutes

 

Judge LeRoy McCullough moved to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2004 Executive Committee and Commission meetings subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Judge Deborah D. Fleck seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously.   

           

Report of Co-Chairpersons
 
Commission and Technical Support Membership        
 


Justice Smith reported that Ms. Deborah Juarez has accepted appointment to the Technical Support Group and assigned to the Education Sub-committee; and Judge Mary I. Yu has been appointed to the Commission by the Supreme Court for the remainder of the term vacated by Judge William Baker, which ends December 31, 2006 and assigned to the Research Sub-committee.
2003-2004 Biennial Report
Justice Smith announced that the 2003-2004 Biennial Report is nearing completion. He further announced that a draft of the report will be ready for review next week and Commission packets contain a color printout of the cover which portrays the mural “Asi lo sonó Sandino,” created by Alejandro Canales. He stated that the report contains a memoriam to Justice James M. Dolliver and is being dedicated to Judge Janice B. Niemi and Senator George T. Fleming for their foresight and actions in 1987 that led to creation of the Minority and Justice Commission and related Gender and Justice Commission; a case study written by Ed Vukich titled, “Quantity and Sentencing: An Analysis of Drug Dealing Cases in King County,” which was undertaken by the Joint Select Committee on the Drug Offense Sentencing Grid (established under Chapter 290, Laws of 2002); and an article describing the review hearing on the unjust trial and sentencing of Chief Leschi of the Nisqually Tribe in 1858.


Justice Smith stated that the editors have decided the next report will be dedicated to the Associate Chief Justice of the Washington State Supreme Court, Justice Charles W. Johnson. 
National Consortium

Justice Smith reported that the next annual meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts will be held April 13-16, 2005 in Atlanta, Georgia, and hosted by the Georgia Supreme Court. He further reported that the Co-Chairpersons and Ms. Erica Chung will be in attendance. Justice Smith stated that the Commission will pay the registration fee for any Commission member interested in attending but, due to budget constraints, all other costs must be paid for personally. He asked that Commission members interested in attending submit their request in writing. He stated that Commission members attending the Consortium meeting submit a report.  
Next Commission Meeting 
 

Justice Smith announced the Commission meeting schedule for 2005:
· June 24, 2005 in Tri-Cities

· October 28, 2005 in Seattle

Budget
Justice Charles W. Johnson stated he would discuss with the Executive Committee authorization of a $2500 payment for services from the Young Lawyers Division of the Washington Bar Association for the Youth and Justice Forum in Tri-Cities which is sponsored by the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee. He stated that authorization cannot be given because there is inadequate explanation of the deliverables being provided in the invoice and contract letter. There was discussion without resolution about whether the Youth Forums meet the mission of the Commission. It was decided the letter and contract would be rewritten specifying the deliverables and costs of each and a letter would be presented to Justices Johnson and Smith explaining how Youth Forums meet the mission and goals of the Commission. It was concluded that a survey will be conducted to measure the impact the past forums on the career choices of youth attending. 
Ms. Erica Chung, Executive Director, reported on the Commission’s budget status. Janet McLane made a motion and Judge McCullough seconded to adopt the budget. The motion passed unanimously. 
Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee is awaiting approval from the Fall 2005 Planning Committee to present an educational session on Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions/Barriers to Reentry. He also reported that Integral Leadership, consultants, and Judges Frank Cuthbertson, Pierce County Superior Court, and Kenneth H. Kato, Court of Appeals, Division III, successfully presented a cultural diversity education session at the annual Judicial College in January 2005 and Achievement Architects North has been retained to present a cultural diversity education session at the Institute for New Court Employees and Bailiffs, after the Institute’s hiatus for three years, in March 2005.

Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Justice Smith indicated no report from the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee because Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson, is in China.

Outreach Sub-committee

Ms. Erica Chung stated that Brian Tsuchida, Co-chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was expected to attend this meeting, but no report was made at this time. 
Research Sub-committee


Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee has met and discussed initiating a research study on Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions/Barriers to Reentry. Ms. Chung reported that she has been in contact with the Washington Defenders Association and certain members of the community, who have been working on this issue, to develop a research question by the Research Sub-committee. Justice Smith recommended that the sub-committee enlist assistance of Jeff Sullivan, our Commission member who is Chairperson of the Criminal Justice Standards Committee for the American Bar Association.   

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee is working to produce a manual, “Diversifying the Bench” to help clarify the steps a lawyer needs to take to become a judge. The sub-committee has recruited students from the Latino/Latina Law Student Association and the African American Law Student Association to help with the “Diversifying the Bench” project.    
The sub-committee is also working to confirm a national speaker for the Fall 2005 Judicial Conference. Last year the sub-committee was able to bring Dennis Archer, the first African American President of the American Bar Association, to the conference. This year the sub-committee is seeking confirmation from Robert J. Grey, Jr., current President of the American Bar Association, the second African American President.  
Other Business

Justice Johnson asked Janet McLane if the PSEA budget is still in danger of budget cuts from the legislature given the nature of the deficit. Ms. McLane reported that PSEA budget has support in the legislature but because of the deficit the future of the budget is uncertain and more will be clearer when the Governor’s budget is released in mid-March. She further stated that the Administrative Office of the Courts has conducted outreach to the legislators educating them and creating awareness about the importance of the current limited funds allocated to the state judiciary and is hopeful the PSEA budget will not be cut. 
Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 10:30 a.m.

