Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting — 2 
    February 23, 2007


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

University of Washington School of Law

William H. Gates Hall, Room 115A 

Seattle, Washington

Friday, February 23, 2007 at 9:00 A.M.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:00 a.m.

Present: Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (Retired), Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Judge James M. Murphy (Retired), Judge Dennis D. Yule, Dirk Marler, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff. 

Absent with excused absence: N. A. “Butch” Stussy. 

Minutes

 

Justice Smith called for a motion to approve the minutes of October 27, 2006 Executive Committee meeting subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Judge James M. Murphy moved and Judge LeRoy McCullough seconded the motion. The motion was approved. He also called for a motion to approve the minutes of October 27, 2006 Commission meeting subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Judge James M. Murphy moved and Judge Dennis D. Yule seconded the motion.    

           

Report of Co-Chairpersons

 

Appointments

Justice Charles Z. Smith reported that Bryan Adamson, a Seattle University School of Law professor, is a new member of the Technical Support Group. He also reported that the following appointments to the Commission are due to the resignation of Ms. Lourdes Fuentes, Judge Ricardo S. Martinez and Kenneth E. Payson. 

Robert C. Boruchowitz – has been a participating member of the Commission since its formulation. The term will end on December 31, 2007, subject to renewal. 
Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn – has been a member of the Technical Support Group of the Commission since spring of 2003. The term will end on December 31, 2009, subject to renewal. 
Ms. Brenda E. Williams – has been a participating member of the Technical Support Group since January 1, 2006 and an active member of the Latina/o Bar Association. Her term will end on December 31, 2010, subject to renewal.  

Justice Smith announced that N. A. “Butch” Stussy, the new Administrator for the Washington State Courts, fills the vacancy left by Ms. Janet L. McLane. The term will end on December 31, 2008. Mr. Stussy will not be available for the next two meetings but has asked Dirk Marler, Director of Judicial Services for the Administrative Office of the Courts, to attend the Executive Committee and Commission meetings.  

Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Justice Smith announced the Executive Committee and Commission meeting dates for 2007: 

· Friday, June 29, 2007 – Dorsey and Whitney, Seattle
· Friday, October 26, 2007 – Seattle University School of Law

Justice Smith stated that he will not be able to attend Friday, October 26, 2007, but Justice Charles W. Johnson has stated that he will be attending.   

2006 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that a worksheet is included in the packets, which describes his request for individually written contributions from Commission members describing a historical account of their heritage stressing the idea that we are all immigrants or descendants of immigrants. These contributions will be included in the 2006 Annual Report and is due by Monday, February 26, 2007. 

2007 National Consortium

Justice Smith stated that the next National Consortium Annual Meeting will be held in Brooklyn, New York, from May 2nd to 5th, 2007. He also stated that even though Justice Johnson will not be able to attend, the savings will be used for the budget shortfall and will not pay for the cost of travel for other Commission members other than Ms. Chung and him. A Commission member drew everyone’s attention to the title of the National Consortium meeting, “Saving Our Children: Justice and Fair Treatment of Youth in the Courts. There were several comments made about the relevance and timeliness of the issue of juvenile justice. 

2008 National Consortium

Justice Smith announced that the Minority and Justice Commission will host the 2008 National Consortium Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington. He stated that the Commission will form a planning committee. He requested that Commission members volunteer and participate. He reported that José E. Gaitán has already volunteered. He stated that fund raising will be an important focus that will need to start right away given the time remaining. He acknowledged that judges are not to participate in fund raising but requested help from members of the Commission who are not judges.  

Justice Johnson stated that the Commission should work to get participation from the state law schools and bar associations. He also stated that theme will be an important consideration.  

There was some discussion of organizations that could provide direct funding and participation and of the amount needed for the event. Also the Commission members discussed possible themes. One of the themes suggested was workforce diversity. It was recommended that if diversifying the courts’ workforce is chosen as a theme, corporations expressing their interest in diversity could be solicited. Ms. Chung added that the Initiative for Diversity Council is working to encourage legal employers to diversify its workforce and may be able to participate if the workforce diversity theme is chosen. The Commission members did not decide on a theme; however, it was concluded that the planning committee will consist of the Executive Committee members and include other members as needed. A Commission member asked how many people typically attend the annual meetings. Justice Smith responded that the Commission can expect anywhere from 200 to 300 to attend. 
Budget Status Report
Ms. Chung gave an overview of the budget status report and current allocations per sub-committee and projects. She explained in detail that the allocation is based on past usage and future projected projects. She reported that based on the current projected costs, the Commission budget will have a negative balance of $8000; however, some funds will not be utilized so saving up to $4500 to $5000 bringing the negative balance to $2500. She stated that the main reason for this shortage is the increase in educational programs causing an over spending of $10,000. Also, the Department of Printing costs has steady risen adding to the budget deficit. She recommended that since the Commission has increased the amount of projects and accomplishments, the Commission will need to increase its funding. 
A Commission member asked if the annual report could be designed in a way that is less expensive. Justice Smith responded that since the annual report is nationally distributed, it should be of the best quality. He also stated that an effort has been made to reduce the number of pages, but stated that it was found that reducing the number of pages had little effect in reducing the cost. He commented that the Commission members could discuss reducing the annual report’s level of importance. Justice Johnson state that the Supreme Court Order could be rewritten to make the annual report a biennial report. Ms. Chung made a suggestion to replace face-to-face meetings of the sub-committees with teleconferences to reduce the costs. No decision was made on the matter. 
Mission of the Commission

Justice Smith stated that the purpose of the Commission is to educate judges, eliminate bias to the extent that it exists and to prevent bias where it may occur. He stated that there has been some discussion that the mission of the Commission is too narrow. He announced that the Commission will discuss the mission in greater detail in the Commission meeting scheduled today for 10:30 AM. 
Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee members have not been able to meet regularly, but is accomplishing more than it ever has and that is why the sub-committee has over spent its allocated funds. Judge McCullough state that in the packet, under the “Education” tab, the minutes give greater detail of the sub-committee’s accomplishments. He also thanked the Commission staff for their hard work making these new educational programs successful. Ms. Chung responded by thanking Judge McCullough for his efforts in working with the planning committees of the different organizations to institutionalize the diversity education programs. She announced that the “Do We Know our Arab, Muslim, and Sikh American Neighbors?” education session proposal has been accepted by the 2007 Fall Judicial Conference. The session will be presented Monday, September 17, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in Vancouver, Washington. 
Ms. Chung reported that in regards to Judicial College, the college deans have requested that other session faculty work with the Minority and Justice Commission to include diversity issues in their educational sessions. She stated that little progress has been made in this effort. 

Judge McCullough commented that some members of the judiciary have stated that they do not understand why in 2007 diversity education is still necessary. He recommended that the Commission diligently pursue this subject and continue to work hard to make the sessions new and interesting. Ms. Chung thanked Judge McCullough for being able to propose these education sessions in such a way that has made them more accepted. She also stated that the Judicial College has limited faculty to three years of session presentation each so new presenters will need to be found to replace Judge McCullough and Judge Toyohara for the fall 2008 session. 


Judge Kato stated that he sits on the board of deans for the Judicial College and reported that the consensus of the deans was that they liked the diversity education session particularly when Justice Johnson gave the introduction and Justice Smith closed. He also mentioned that Ms. Chung was praised for being cooperative with the board’s wishes. 
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee will report on findings of the Research Sub-committee’s new research project on Legal Financial Obligations. He also reported that the sub-committee has tentatively set a face-to-face meeting for the purpose of goal setting.       

Outreach Sub-committee

Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, reported that there were number of problems with the December 2006 issue of the Equal Justice newsletter having to do with the limited time of the sub-committee members and the topic of focus for the newsletter. Ms. Chung recommended that the sub-committee look to other sub-committees for topics for the newsletter, for example, the Education Sub-committee is presenting a session on Arab, Muslim and Sikh during the 2008 Fall Judicial College. 
Justice Smith noted the popularity of the Equal Justice newsletter seems to be growing. Ms. Chung commented that the Superior Court Judges’ Association credits the Equal Justice newsletter for bringing juvenile justice issues to their spring 2007 session. 

Judge Yule stated that the sub-committee can provide outreach support of the Commission and other sub-committees such as community forums, commission meeting public receptions, and youth and justice forums. 
Research Sub-committee


Chief Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, asked Ms. Chung to report on the progress of the contract with the two researchers assigned to study the legal and financial obligations (LFO) of people of color. Ms. Chung reported that the contract with the researchers was rewritten for the University of Washington to contract directly with the Administrative Office of the Courts due to using graduate students for the research, which resolved perceived liability issues. Also she reported that the necessary data required for the contract as previously written was too time consuming to obtain. The dockets collected by the Administrative Office of the Courts would need to be individually reviewed for the needed data.    
Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee reported that the national speaker recommended by the sub-committee was accepted by the 2007 Fall Judicial Conference Committee. Chief Justice Alexander has sent a letter inviting Justice Leah Ward Spears to be the key-note speaker at the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference. 
Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Smith at 10:25 a.m.


