Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – 2 
March 7, 2008


WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY AND JUSTICE COMMISSION

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Seattle University 

Student Center, Room 210
Seattle, Washington

Friday, March 7, 2008 at 9:00 A.M.


Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons, Presiding.

Call to order

 

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:05 a.m.

Present: Justice Charles W. Johnson, Justice Charles Z. Smith (retired), Judge Kenneth H. Kato (retired), Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge James M. Murphy (retired), Dirk A. Marler, Judge Vance W. Peterson, and Monto Shan Morton as staff,
Absent with excused absence: Judge Deborah D. Fleck and Judge Dennis D. Yule. 
Minutes

 

Justice Smith called for a motion to approve the minutes of October 26, 2007 Commission meeting subject to any necessary editorial revisions. Judge James M. Murphy moved.  The motion was seconded.
 

Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Justice Smith announced the Executive Committee and Commission meeting dates for 2008: 

· Friday, June 27, 2008 

· Friday, October 24, 2008

Appointments
Justice Charles Z. Smith announced that two new appointments were made by the Supreme Court to the Commission: Judge Vance W. Peterson from Spokane County District Court and Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe from Seattle University School of Law.  He added that Ms. Nancy K. Scott, new designee from the Superior Courts Clerks Association, has joined the Commission’s Technical Support Group.

Executive Director
Justice Smith formally presented Monto Shan Morton, the Commission’s new executive director since February 1, 2008.  Justice Smith explained that the Executive Director is responsible to the Co-chairpersons of the Commission and does not take direction from members of the Commission.  Justice Smith reported that he and Justice Johnson offered the position to Mr. Morton due to his experience as the Commission’s program assistant for almost six years and his proven capability acting as executive director since November 19, 2007.
Justice Smith stated he and Justice Johnson will discuss with the Administrative Office of the Courts the question of whether the Commission would have a part-time or full-time Secretary.  
2007 Annual Report

Justice Smith stated that he and Mr. Morton would write the 2007 Annual Report.  He emphasized the importance of receiving reports from the chairpersons of the sub-committees in a timely manner.

2008 National Consortium

Justice Smith announced that the Minority and Justice Commission will host the 2008 National Consortium Annual Meeting at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel from April 29 to May 2.  He reported that the speakers have been confirmed for sixteen hours of presentation time, leaving only one spot available.  Justice Smith also reported on the status of entertainment for the event and received updates from appropriate members.
Justice Smith shared that letters of endorsement will be included in the National Consortium program and that such a letter will be solicited from Governor Christine Gregoire.  He stated that all judges of King County and Pierce County Superior Court have been invited due to their proximity to Seattle. Justice Smith stated that presidents of ethnic bar associations have been invited to attend and sponsor the National Consortium.  He stated that financial contributions and attendance would be sought from the Washington State Bar Association and that the Finance Committee had noted that nominal amounts would be contributed by Seattle University and the University of Washington.  Justice Smith listed corporations with pending requests for contributions for the Consortium and noted that some law firms have promised to contribute to the event as well.
Justice Smith stated that the Finance Committee hopes to raise $200,000 for the National Consortium meeting.  He explained that as host our Commission is responsible for all expenses for the National Consortium meeting.  He added that the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) has $15,000 allocated for the conference but those funds will be used to pay for expenses for the NCSC staff and other administrative costs.  Smith explained that $500 honorariums for presenters and $300 registration fee subsidies for Commission members were being considered. 
Budget Status Report
Justice Johnson stated that there is a projected surplus in the budget of this Commission that will be discussed further at the following Commission meeting.  
Report of the Sub-committees

Education Sub-committee 

Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, stated that the sub-committee has been approved for phase two of the ‘Do We Know Our Arab, Muslim and Sikh American Neighbors?’ session for the fall 2008 Judicial Conference that will be held in Spokane, October 5 to 8, 2008.  Judge McCullough noted that they received many compliments on the session at the fall 2007 Judicial Conference and would be including family law issues per participant recommendations.  
Judge McCullough reported that the evaluation summaries report indicated that the Judicial College faculty were excellent and that Judges Murphy and Toyohara were outstanding.  He stated that he and Judge Sypolt would work to replicate the success next year and were pleased with the work done by consultants Ms. Benita Horn and Ms. Peggy Nagae.

Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported that the sub-committee has discussed how the information gathered in the Legal Financial Obligations study could be used for future projects.  He added that there were still unanswered questions concerning the study that may be revisited.  Judge Murphy noted such questions include offender attorney representation at the Department of Correction’s Office Administrative Hearings.  He stated that Professor Robert C. Boruchowitz is very interested in looking into the issue of offenders having counsel at Department of Correction’s Office of Administrative Hearings. Judge Murphy stated that the sub-committee was going to need more information first to the extent that there are not attorneys who represent people before these administrative hearings, second the responsibility for someone providing those attorneys and third, whether there is disparate impact on people of color as it relates to those administrative hearings.  He noted that there was no information to allow evaluation at this time. Judge Murphy explained that preliminary findings had found that there is not enough money to provide counsel for every offender at the hearings. He added that the draft LFO report from the University of Washington found that only offenders in Clark County asked for attorneys for the Department of Correction’s Office of Administrative Hearings.  
Judge Murphy stated that the sub-committee also discussed looking into the disproportionate impact of truancy contempt cases in juvenile court on children of color and immigrant families but that they had no figures to justify a decision.  A question was raised as to the relevance of this topic to the mission of the Commission, to which Judge Murphy stated that the sub-committee will discuss the matter further. 
Judge Murphy reported that he and Justice Smith have outlined a timeframe in which to complete a compilation of ethnic minority judges in the State of Washington.
Outreach Sub-committee
Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was not able to attend.  Justice Smith asked Mr. Morton to report on the sub-committee.

Mr. Morton, Executive Director for the Commission, stated that the articles for the quarterly newsletter are due at the end of April and will cover Language Access. He noted that Ms. Gillian Dutton and Ms. P. Diane Schneider are gathering author contributions. 
Mr. Morton reported that the newsletter survey on the Commission website had only resulted in seven responses after being referenced in the December 2007 newsletter.  He recommended that the survey be sent directly to the two thousand two hundred and thirty three newsletter recipients via e-mail to efficiently increase feedback.
Mr. Morton explained that the 5th Annual Youth and Justice Forum in the Tri-Cities has been rescheduled to October 2008 by Judge Yule due to conflicts with other youth programs involving law enforcement.
Research Sub-committee

Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, stated that the completion of the Legal Financial Obligation study is coming to a close and that the sub-committee is discussing other possible topics for the next research study.  

Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, was not able to attend; therefore, no report was given. 
Adjournment
 

          The meeting was adjourned by Justice Smith at 10:00 a.m.

