Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – 5 
October 17, 2008


Washington State Minority and Justice Commission
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
University of Washington School of Law

William H. Gates Hall, Room 115

Seattle, Washington

Friday, October 17, 2008, at 9:00 A.M.
Presiding:  Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons.
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:00 A.M.
Present:  Justice Charles W. Johnson; Justice Charles Z. Smith (retired); Judge LeRoy McCullough; Judge Kenneth H. Kato (retired); Judge Dennis D. Yule; and Monto Shan Morton, Staff.


Absent (with excused absences):  Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Jeff E. Hall, AOC Administrator; and Judge James M. Murphy (retired).
Acknowledgements

Justice Charles Z. Smith acknowledged Interim Dean Gregory A. Hicks and Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph. D. for hosting the Commission at the University of Washington School of Law. 

Minutes


Justice Smith put the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of June 27, 2008, and the record of the Commission meeting minutes of June 27, 2008, to a vote before the Commission members and they were approved, subject to any necessary editorial revisions.
Report of the Co-chairpersons
Commission Meeting Schedule
Justice Smith announced the tentative Executive Committee and Commission meeting dates for 2009.  The meeting locations are yet to be determined:
· Friday, June 26, 2009

· Friday, October 30, 2009
2009 National Consortium Meeting

Justice Johnson recapped the successfulness of the 2008 National Consortium meeting that was held in Seattle.  It has been proposed that the National Consortium set up its own bank account to hold unexpended consortium funds.  It is currently being held with the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).  Justice Johnson has become a board member of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Bias in the Courts.

The 2009 National Consortium meeting is scheduled to be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on May 6 through 9, 2009.  Justices Johnson and Smith will attend.  
2007 - 2008 Report

The 2007-2008 report will be based on Washington State Court Rule 82.5, Tribal Court Jurisdiction and Superior Court Civil Rules.  Justice Smith has spoken with Nancy Sullins, Administrative Office of the Courts, Legal Services Division, and she has agreed to produce an article on the history of Court Rule 82.5.  Justice Susan J. Owens and Justice James M. Johnson are being asked to write articles about the relationship of Washington State courts and the Tribal courts of the State of Washington.  


Justice Smith stated that artist Ms. Chholing Taha, “The Shawl Lady”, has been selected to provide the artwork for the annual report.  A number of selected pieces were provided to the Outreach Sub-committee for recommendation.
Legal Financial Obligation Research Report

“The Assessment and Consequences of Legal Financial Obligations in Washington State” report was completed by researchers from the University of Washington’s Sociology Department, Dr. Katherine A. Beckett, Ph.D, Dr. Alexes M. Harris, Ph.D, and Ms. Heather Evans, research assistant.  The Research Sub-committee recommended that the report be accepted by the Commission.  A motion was made to accept the report and it was concluded that the Commission accepted the report.  The report is available on-line at www.courts.wa.gov/committee - Minority and Justice Commission, Publications Available, and Research Sub-committee Reports.
Budget Status Report

The Co-chairs stated that travel reimbursements and other costs regarding the Youth and Justice Forum scheduled for Friday, October 24, 2008, in Pasco, Washington will not be approved after this year.  
Reports from Sub-committees
Education Sub-committee
Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, reported that the educational session at the 51st Annual Judicial Conference in Spokane, “Cultural Competency: Ensuring Justice for Arab, Muslim, and Sikh Cultures,” was successful in helping judges better distinguish between cultural and legal norms of Arab, Muslim, and Sikh litigants and community members where family law issues were concerned.  
Judge McCullough also reported that for the January 2009 Judicial College, Judge Greg D. Sypolt and he are working with Achievements Architects Northwest to present an educational session for the new judges.  
Judge McCullough announced that the Office of Educational Equality, with the Seattle School Board, will produce a calendar that shows religious holidays.  It was designed to keep teachers and newspapers apprised of holidays.  He stated that it could also be useful to the judiciary.
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, was not in attendance and no report was given.  
Outreach Sub-committee
Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, reported that the Youth and Justice Forum scheduled for Friday, October 24, 2008, in Pasco, Washington, has estimated that approximately 180 students, including volunteer judicial officers and members of the legal community will attend.  Judge Richard A. Jones and Judge LeRoy McCullough will M.C. the event.  Judge Yule stated that this year the students are coming from a larger regional area, covering most of the southeast corner of the state.  The focus of the forum is to introduce students of color to judicial officers in order to increase the diversity of the judicial system in the future.  

Judge Yule reported that the fall Equal Justice newsletter is tentatively scheduled to be published in November.  The content of the November issue was changed from theme based to short news and events relating to people of color in the judicial system, from members of the legal community.  He stated that the Sub-committee decided to develop proposals for a new graphic appearance and format of newsletter in the future.  

Judge Yule reported that the development of the 2007-2008 Report will be conducted by the Sub-committee under the under the guidance of Justice Smith.  The 2007-2008 report will be based on Washington State Court Rule 82.5, “full faith credit” for Tribal Courts.  Judge Yule stated that Justice Susan J. Owens and Justice James M. Johnson will be asked to write articles about the relationship of Washington State courts and the Tribal courts of the State of Washington.  
Research Sub-committee
Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, reported that the Sub-committee has recommended acceptance of the research report, “The Assessment and Consequences of Legal and Financial Obligations in Washington State”, prepared under contract by members of the Department of Sociology at the University of Washington, Dr. Katherine A. Beckett, Ph.D., Dr. Alexis M. Harris, Ph.D, and Ms. Heather Evans, research assistant. 
Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chair-person of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, was not available so Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn, Vice-chairperson, reported that the Sub-committee is updating the “Building a Diverse Court: A Guide to Recruitment and Retention”.  Ms. Sheryl J. Willert has agreed to help update the contents of the manual.  
Ms. Glenn reported that the Sub-committee is co-sponsoring the Diversity Bench Manual which is being edited by Judge Donald J. Horowitz.  The project is a collaboration by Seattle University and the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA). She stated that Governor’s office has agreed to provide an introduction to the manual.  
Ms. Glenn stated that the updated Workforce Diversity Resource Directory will maintain its current format.  The information has been obtained through the state commissioners and methodical work of the Commission’s administrative secretary.  Once completed, the document will be added to the “Publications Available” webpage and the current webpages containing the directory will be deleted.  
Ms. Glenn also reported that the Sub-committee is reaching out to the law schools to obtain demographic information concerning externship programs in the hopes of determining whether action needs to be taken to increase access or participation for students of color to externship programs.  Also, Judge Kato offered his knowledge and experience to help in this effort.  
Other Business
Initiative for Diversity Governing Council

Justice Johnson reported that the Commission is working with the Gender and Justice Commission in organizing an Initiative for Diversity Governing Council (IDGC) kick-off reception on Thursday, October 23, 2008 at the Temple of Justice.  The Commission has been involved in the development of the IDGC for many years.  The IDGC’s goal is to improve diversity in the workplace for organization, primarily private law firms, at their request, by helping them develop a diversity plan and other resources.  IDGC will evaluate the performance of participating organizations based on a set of criteria and use this information to help them reach their goals.  IDGC will issue certificates of accomplishment for organizations that reach their goals.  Currently, the Commission is providing support by every means possible, with the exception of monetary contributions. .  
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 
