Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting – 4 
March 27, 2009

Washington State Minority and Justice Commission
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
United States Bank Centre
1420 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3400
Seattle, Washington

Friday, March 27, 2009, at 9:00 a.m.
Presiding:  Justice Charles W. Johnson and Justice Charles Z. Smith, Co-Chairpersons
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Justice Charles Z. Smith at 9:00 a.m.
Present:  Justice Charles W. Johnson; Justice Charles Z. Smith (retired); Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Jeff E. Hall, Judge LeRoy McCullough; Judge James M. Murphy (retired); and Monto Shan Morton, Staff.


Absent (with excused absences):  Judge Kenneth H. Kato (retired); and Judge Dennis D. Yule (retired).
Acknowledgements

Justice Charles Z. Smith acknowledged the law firm of Dorsey & Whitney LLP for hosting the Commission and also thanked Ms. Carllene Placide, a partner at the firm, for making the meeting arrangements.  
Minutes


Justice Charles Z. Smith put the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting of October 17, 2008, and the record of the Commission meeting minutes of October 17, 2008, to a vote before the Committee and they were approved, subject to any necessary editorial revisions.
Report of the Co-chairpersons
Commission Meeting Schedule
Justice Smith announced the tentative Executive Committee and Commission meeting dates for 2009.  The meeting locations are yet to be determined:
· Friday, June 26, 2009

· Friday, October 30, 2009
Re-appointments to the Commission by the Washington State Supreme Court


Justice Smith reported that Judge LeRoy McCullough of the King County Superior Court, Judge Gregory D. Sypolt of the Spokane County Superior Court, Judge Dennis D. Yule (retired) of the Benton-Franklin Counties Superior Court, and Dr. Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D, of the University of Washington, accepted re-appointment by the Supreme Court to the Washington State Minority and Justice Commission.
2009 National Consortium Meeting

The 21st Annual Meeting of the National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts is scheduled to be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May 6 through 9, 2009, hosted by the Pennsylvania Interbranch Commission for Gender, Racial and Ethnic Fairness.  Justice Smith and Monto Shan Morton, Executive Director, will attend.  Mr. Morton expects a stipend from the Consortium to defray his travel and hotel expenses.  
2007 - 2008 Report

Justice Smith reported that, to cut costs due to the funding crisis, only 200 black and white hard copies of the 2007 – 2008 Report were printed.  To see the report in color, log on to the Minority and Justice Commission website at www.courts.wa.gov/committee - Minority and Justice Commission, Publications Available, Annual and Biennium Reports, 2007-2008.
Legal Financial Obligation Research Report

The Assessment and Consequences of Legal Financial Obligations in Washington State report was accepted by the Commission.  The Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee is reviewing the report and will make its recommendation on approval at a later meeting.  The report is available on-line at www.courts.wa.gov/committee - Minority and Justice Commission, Publications Available, and Research Sub-committee Reports.
Posters and Note Cards

Justice Smith referred the Commission members to the artwork entitled “I Am the Trail of My Ancestors”, by Ms. Chholing Taha, Native American artist also known as the “Shawl Lady”.  Note cards are also available and can be obtained through Mr. Morton.  Justice Smith and Monto Shan Morton are revising the Commission publication order form, determining the pricing and postage costs.  
Budget Status Report

The Co-chairs stated that in line with the State’s budget deficit, they have received directions from the Chief Justice of the Washington State Supreme Court to defer or suspend any spending that is not absolutely necessary.  
Reports from Sub-committees
Education Sub-committee
Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson of the Education Sub-committee, reported that the Sub-committee had a draft version of the bench card for the Commission’s review.  The bench card was designed as a tool to help a judge address individuals/situations acting or creating bias towards people or groups of color.  After some discussion, it was decided that the Sub-committee will continue to work on the bench card to clarify its message of when and what to use it for.
Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee

Judge James M. Murphy, Chairperson of the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee, reported the Sub-committee’s recommendations regarding the Commission’s legal obligation report, which suggests the following:
(1) Put a moratorium on the assessment of all legal financial obligations other than restitution orders and the Crime Victim Penalty Assessment through the Legislature until the concerns are adequately addressed.

(2) Adopt a broader and more flexible concept of accountability allowing indigent defendants to convert monetary legal financial obligations (LFOs) to community service obligations and/or the provisions of services for the persons directly harmed by their criminal behavior.
Judge Murphy stated that these policy recommendations would require the Commission proposing legislation; however, the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee does not recommend legislative action.  

Judge Murphy stated that these policy recommendations would require the Commission proposing legislation; however, the Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee does not recommend legislative action.  Also, regarding the recommendation of legislation that automatically restores the civil rights of Washington State residents with felony records upon completion of their confinement, he stated that legislation has already been passed in the House, HB 1517, and is now in the Senate and there is no companion bill.  The Sub-committee recommends that we take no action on this matter.  

The Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee recommended to the Commission that they support the concept of creating a statewide database to consolidate information about legal debt from all counties and all sources, including municipal, district, and superior courts, along with the Department of Corrections (DOC).  

Outreach Sub-committee
Judge Dennis D. Yule, Chairperson of the Outreach Sub-committee, was not in attendance so no report was given.
Research Sub-committee
Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson of the Research Sub-committee, was not in attendance so there was no report from this sub-committee.
Workforce Diversity Sub-committee
Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chair-person of the Workforce Diversity Sub-committee, reported that the Sub-committee is co-sponsoring the “Diversifying the Bench Manual” which has been edited by Judge Donald J. Horowitz.  Judge Fleck is now working on the re-writes and will then send it on to the Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) for further editing.
Judge Fleck stated that the updating of the “Workforce Diversity Resource Directory” is moving along and that the final draft will be ready for review in the next few months.  Once completed, the document will be added to the “Publications Available” webpage and the resource directory webpages will be deleted.  
Judge Fleck reported that the Sub-committee is creating a second edition of the “Building a Diverse Court: A Guide to Recruitment and Retention”.  With the help of Ms. Sheryl J. Willert, the contents of the guide book have been updated.  Judge Fleck stated that the final draft is scheduled for completion in the next few months.  
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
