Education sub-committee and Research sub-committee meeting

Friday, February 25, 2005

@ the Federal Courthouse

submitted by J. LeRoy McCullough

 

 

Education sub-committee members present: J. LeRoy McCullough, Bob Boruchowitz and intern Jack Farris, J. Ron Cox, Ms. Janet McLane, Ms. Kyle Taylor Lucas, and J. Vicki Toyohara.

 

Research sub-committee members present: J. Ken Kato, J. Marianne Moreno, and J. Mary Yu. 

 

I. Collateral Consequences

Discussion regarding subject included:

A. Legal Financial Obligation (LFO's) and restitution; limits on judicial waivers 

 

B. Lack of safeguards at administrative review hearings where fines can be set, especially where no lawyer is present 

 

C. A judge's change of heart on a sentence that was later determined to have draconian or unintended collateral consequences will not withstand appellate review, so it is important for judges to have full information before sentencing. 

 

D. Fall 2005 Judicial Conference, September 18-21, Tacoma. 

       Three hour session on Collateral consequences approved.

        Program should include the following components

· hypotheticals to ignite discussions

· transcripts or video clips from actual administrative hearings

· Presentations by actual victims/defendants whose efforts at rehabilitation were hampered by the unintended consequences

 

The agreed priority of issues for the fall conference should be as follows (synthesis with WDA)

· Voting and jury

· Immigration

· LFO

· Employment

· Driving (licensing, suspension, restoration)

 

E.     Research can help with such data on and report back its process within three weeks:

· # of administrative cases where fines imposed

· # of felons who never get their voting and other rights restored 

 

F.     Outcomes desired?

· Better, more informed judicial decisions

· A bench guide

· Enhanced, improved colloquy with defendants, especially if a plea; especially if immigration potential effects.

· A handout at disposition/sentencing on how to restore certain rights

· Mandatory immigration training for judges

· Legislative changes, increased options for judges

 

II.          Judicial College

AAN should be used for 2006.

 

III.         Institute for New Court Employees and Bailiffs on March 23, 2005 in Ellensburg

Volunteers to attend were solicited. J. Toyohara will consider. Erica should follow up with J. Toyohara for confirmation.

 

IV.        VINCE

No report at this time.

 

V.        On-line bibliography

Project specialist will be identified.

 

VI.        Future projects: lead member to contact for project

· AOC diversity training: J. Toyohara

· District and Municipal Court Managers Association: J. Cox

· Superior Court Drug Court: J. Toyohara

