Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Education Committee

Education Committee Minutes – 2

Wednesday, November 10, 2010, at 4:30 p.m.

Teleconference
Minutes
Attendees: Judge Gregory D. Sypolt, Vice-Chairperson; Ms. Ann E. Benson; Ms. P. Diane Schneider; Mr. Chris Ruhl, AOC Court Services Manager, and Mr. Monto S. Morton as Staff. 

Members Not Able to Attend: Judge LeRoy McCullough, Chairperson, Judge Donald J. Horowitz, Former; Judge Richard F. McDermott, Jr.; Judge Vicki J. Toyohara; and Judge Mary I. Yu. 
I. Meeting Schedule for 2011 – Teleconferences are held on the second Wednesday of every other month at 4:30 p.m., and the following are currently scheduled for 2011: 
· Wednesday, February 9, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
· Wednesday, April 13, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
· Wednesday, June 8, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
· Wednesday, August 10, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
· Wednesday, October 12, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
· Wednesday, December 14, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
II. Administrative Law Judges Cultural Competency Trainings – The Committee has worked with the Office of Administrative Hearings, Achievements Architects North and Peggynagae Consulting, Inc., in developing and presenting three training sessions for administrative law judges.  The third and final cultural competency session was held in Spokane on Thursday, September 23, 2010, at the DSHS Division of Child Support, where thirty-six (36) attended. The faculty members were: Ms. Benita R. Horn, Achievement Architects North, Ms. Peggy A. Nagae, Peggynagae Consulting, Inc., Assistant Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge Jane L. Habegger, and Administrative Law Judge Joslyn Donlin. The training session evaluation summary showed a rating of 4.6 out of 5.0 for Effectiveness and 4.6 out of 5.0 for Communication Skills.   
III. State Justice Institute Grant Immigration Project – Ms. Ann Benson updated Committee members on the activities of the taskforce addressing immigration issues.  The effort is funded by the Gender and Justice Commission through their State justice Institute Grant.  She reported that the group met on Monday, November 8, 2010, and that the group is being led by the Co-Chairs Judge Mary I. Yu, King County Superior Court, and Chief Judge Ann Schindler, Court of Appeals, Division I, and also by Judge Steven Gonzales.  The focus of the group is to educate judicial officers and court line staff.  They plan to submit proposals to hold education sessions at judicial training conferences such as the Superior Court Judges and District Municipal Court Judges association conferences.  She also reported that the group hopes to create bench guidebooks and/or bench cards and webinars.  

IV. 2010 Institute for New Court Employees – The Committee developed and held two training sessions for new court employees.  The session was titled, “Bridges for Cultural Competency,” and both were held on Tuesday, October 12, 2010, at the Phoenix Inn in Olympia.  The faculty members were Ms. Benita Horn, Achievement Architects North, Ms. Lolita Burnette, Achievement Architects, and Mr. Frank Maiocco, Kitsap County Superior Court Administrator.  
V. Judicial College – The training session has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 25, 2011, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. located at the Cedarbrook Lodge in Seattle.  The session is titled, “Toward a More Culturally Competent Courtroom.”  The faculty members will be Judge LeRoy McCullough, Judge Gregory D. Sypolt, Ms. Benita Horn, and Ms. Peggy Nagae.  
VI. Judicial Associations and Other Training Conferences – Instead of a proposal covering evidence-based sentencing at the Superior Court Judges’ Association Conference, the Committee proposed a session titled, “Disparate Impact of Minority Children in the Justice System,” which addresses recent studies of racial disparity in Washington’s justice system, focusing on juvenile dependency, offender, and adult criminal cases, including incarceration and sentencing issues.  In addition, the session will discuss how judges can act to reduce disparity, including review of the implementation of the court rule on pre-trial release.  
Regarding the District Municipal Court Judges’ Association Conference, a proposal was submitted by Judge Kimberly Walden for a session that will provide experienced and knowledgeable faculty members, like Dr. Donna Beegle, to bring about a group discussion of issues regarding the indigent and the unique aspects related to the courts and address topics such as best practices regarding lowering recidivism, LEP issues, and legal issues concerning financial non-compliance, government assistance/benefits available, law regarding financial non-compliance (case and statutory), best practices how to deal with indigent population, public defense qualification – what is the poverty level?. The session will be an interactive program engaging participants in self discovery and growth, including in group discussions and providing insights and strategies for communicating more effectively across race, class, gender, and generational barriers.  The proposal was accepted by the DMCJA Education Committee. Commission sponsorship of the session is awaiting budgetary approval.   
Regarding the District Municipal Court Managers’ Association Training Conference for court line staff, the Committee has been asked to bring Dr. Donna Beegle to present a session on poverty consciousness.  Commission sponsorship of the session is awaiting budgetary approval.
A request has been made to sponsor a cultural competency training session at the County Clerks’ Conference scheduled for June 20 – 25, 2011, in LaConner, WA.  The session would be a co-presented by consultants and county clerks similar to the sessions held for administrative law judges.  Commission sponsorship of the session is awaiting budgetary approval.
VII. Interpreter Cultural Competency Training – The Committee would like to determine the interest level of WSCLA, the Northwest Interpreters Society (NOTIS), and Washington State Courts Interpreters and Translators Society (WITS) in holding a cultural competency training session for court interpreters.  They also discussed checking to see if it is possible to make the training a requirement to register with the Administrative Office of the Courts.  
VIII. Jury Orientation Video – The Committee was made aware of the Jury Instruction Committee’s plans to modify the existing juror orientation video to address the jurors’ use of electronic media devices during court, and also the opportunity that this presents in possibly making the video instill diversity sensitivity, in the hopes of avoiding the bias by jury members such as in the case of Turner vs. Stime.  
IX. Other Business

Adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 
