November 10, 2008 Meeting Minutes – 2


Evaluation and Implementation Sub-committee
Teleconference 
Monday, November 10, 2008, at 12:00 p.m.
Minutes
Present: Judge James Murphy, Chairperson; Professor Bob Boruchowitz; Judge Deborah D. Fleck; Jeffrey C. Sullivan; and Monto Shan Morton as Staff.
I. 
2008 Meeting Schedule - Third Monday of every other month

· Monday, March 16, 2009 at 12:00 P.M.

· Monday, May 18, 2009 at 12:00 P.M.

· Monday, July 20, 2009 at 12: 00 P.M.

· Monday, September 21, 2009 at 12:00 P.M.

· Monday, November 16, 2009 at 12:00 P.M.

II.
Projects
A. Department of Corrections Office of Administrative Hearings – Sub-committee members discussed defendant’s right to counsel and discussed previous documents discussing the issue.  Publications concerning public defenders, death penalty costs, and the decrease of alternatives to incarceration also reporting the increase of new correctional facilities.  Members agreed to find these publications for Sub-committee members’ review.  It was reiterated that the Department of Corrections (DOC) by their own admission have not provided counsel during hearings and recommend that the Research Committee look into the matter.  It was recommended that defense attorneys be surveyed as part of the research into the matter and possibly use an on-line software called “Survey Monkey”.
B. Truancy Contempt Cases – the discussion of truancy contempt cases concerns was cut short to provide more time for the discussion of the legal financial obligation study findings.  
C.  Legal Financial Obligation Research Study Findings – it was recommended that a press conference be held and include the researchers or send out a press release concerning the findings of the report.  The researchers are scheduled to meet with the Board of Judicial Administration (BJA) to discuss their findings and it was discussed that it was important for the Commission to clarify its position on the research.  It was mentioned that Chief Justice Gerry Alexander had expressed concerns about the recommendations because by they seemed one-sided and the Commission take that into consideration.  It was recommended that responses/comments be gathered from the different judicial associations and organizations, such as the Prosecuting Attorneys’ Association, Defender Association, SCJA, DMCJA and State Office of Public Defense.  It was suggested that the Chairperson, Judge James M. Murphy, send a letter recommending a letter be sent soliciting comments from these organizations and also hold a press conference or send out a press release.  
Adjourned 1:20 P.M. 
