Outreach sub-committee Meeting
June 24, 2005 Commission Meeting

Seattle University School of Law
Minutes
Members in attendance: Judge Doug Luna, Ms. Rosa Melendez, Judge Dennis Yule, and Monto Morton as staff.

Not present: Brian Tsuchida and Ms. Myrna Contreras, Co-chairpersons, and Amalia Maestas, Judge Mary Alice Theiler.
I. Newsletter
A. Volume 9, number 1

Monto reported that the newsletter has been sent to the Department of Printing and will be mailed out and received before the end of June 2005. 
B. Volume 9, number 2
1. The Sub-committee unanimously concluded that an article in regards to ESHB2126 (an act relating to providing accommodations to dependent persons who are victims and witnesses) did not meet with the mission statement of the Commission and request is denied to submit and publish an article in the Equal Justice Newsletter.
2. Judge Luna reported that several articles are in the works and are listed below:

a. Establishment of Tribal Drug Courts Judge Mary Pierson

· Judge Yule may have material on this issue

· Dept of Justice resource article  on drug courts

b. Comparison of State and Tribal Court synopsis

c. Child support funding issues for tribal courts

d. Article from Billy Frank
e. Summary statement by Charlie Williamson on “Changes in Modern Tribal Government”

The Sub-committee discussed the content and limited space of the Equal Justice newsletter. The sub-committee agreed that a short bibliography section be included in the newsletter to help cover any broad theme requiring more in depth information.  

C. Volume 10, number 1: 2006


Judge Yule provided the Sub-committee with two possible themes for the 2006 newsletters, which are listed below: 
1. Juvenile Justice and Children of Color

a. Dependencies/Foster Care

· Proportion of children of color in foster care

· Availability of minority foster parents

· Racial/ethnic issues for GALs

b. Delivery of services to families of color – ARYS, truancies, FFT, specialized family reconciliation services, etc.

c. Offenders

· Changes/efforts to change as result of study on disparity of charging and dispositions for children of color

· Specialized programs/services targeting offenders of color



i. 
ii. 
b. 
c. 
i. 
ii. 
2. The Changing Face of Justice in Washington
a. Article(s) on changing demographics for judiciary, bar, courts staffs and juries

b. Perhaps an article on jury make-up – effects of change in composition of jury pools (adding licensed drivers)

c. A profile piece each for a judge, lawyer and court staff as representative of changes occurring

d. Perhaps, if data is available through the consortium, an article comparing where Washington is re: diversity compared to other states

d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
Several members suggested focusing on Jury Initiatives for one of the two newsletters. The consensus seemed to agree on the Juvenile Justice and Children of Color theme. An email will be sent out to confirm the themes for 2006. 

II. Outreach Activities

After the Education sub-committee reported on the value of Youth and Justice Forum sponsored by the Workforce Diversity sub-committee and a desire to sponsor the programs if the Workforce Diversity sub-committee is prevented from doing so, Justice Smith indicated that Outreach Sub-committee is the appropriate sub-committee to conduct outreach efforts targeting youths. 
