Outreach sub-committee Meeting

Teleconference

Friday, March 23, 2007 @ Noon
Minutes

Attendees: Judge Dennis D. Yule, Co-chairperson, Judge Doug W. Luna, Myrna I. Contreras, Eric A. Jones, Rosa M. Melendez, and Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff.

Non-attendees: Judge Mary Alice Theiler and Ms. Amalia C. Maestas.  
I. 
2007 Meeting Schedule
Third Friday of every other month at Noon:

Friday, May 18, 2007 @ 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Friday, July 20, 2007 @ Noon

Friday, September 28, 2007 @ Noon

Friday, November 16, 2007 @ Noon
II. Mission and Long-Term Goals

We discussed the Mission and Long-Term Goals for the Sub-committee. Whether the mission of the sub-committee fits the work of the sub-committee or if it needs to be revised since the primary work of the sub-committee is the newsletter and the Youth and Justice Forum. The reason for this exercise is because at the last Commission meeting it was noted that the work of the Commission is carried out by the sub-committees so it decided that in order to have a more fruitful discussion on the mission of the Commission it is necessary to review the mission and work of the sub-committees first. 
Erica advised that it might be helpful to think of the mission as the PURPOSE of the sub-committee and the long-term goals as WHAT YOU HOPE TO EFFECT LONG-TERM IN 5 TO 10 YEARS. Erica stated that after the mission and long-term goals are established, it is easier to identify short-term projects that fits within the scope/parameters established.
Some of the comments received were:

· Stop doing the newsletters or do a shorter version. Are we getting our value and money for the effort in producing the newsletter? Is it cost effective? 
· Are the legal organizations aware of the Commission and the work of the Commission in the courts? Is the general public? Shouldn’t that be the focus of the sub-committee? 
· Should we use the newsletter to educate the public about the work of the Commission or the issues facing the minority and justice communities?

· Should we do more outreach activities? What does that entail? Participating in events, promoting the Commission, or developing partnerships to accomplish work?

· Should the sub-committee facilitate other forums such as the community forum to share information, gather information, etc?

· Fear of doing more because not sure if in scope of sub-committee and commission. Not sure of what sub-committee is doing or should be doing besides newsletter. Should it be called a newsletter committee?

· A suggestion was made to determine the effectiveness of the newsletter by doing a survey. Who receives it? In the survey it could include, does it provide value? What type of information would you like to receive in the future? What articles did you enjoy reading? Then determine if the newsletter is needed or not.

· The term “formally” is misused in the sub-committee mission statement. It should be “formerly”.

After some time it was decided that we would not be able to complete the discussion and decision during this teleconference. So it was decided that we should poll members to see if we can have a half a day face to face meeting on May 18. 

To do:

Monto: Poll members for half day face to face meeting on May 18 and report back.

III.
Other Agenda Items

We did not have sufficient time to discuss the rest of the agenda item. So, Monto has supplied an update for the sub-committee:

A.
Equal Justice Newsletters
A. Equal Justice Newsletter - Families of Color in Crisis (Spring 2007)
1. Received Articles
· Addressing the Best Interests of Immigrant Children: Focus on Special Immigrant Juvenile Status - Ann Benson and Diane E. Moller

Guardianships and the Need for Culturally Competent Certified Professional Guardians – Commissioner Kim Prochnau and Ms. Karen Clark

Battered Immigrant Women in Family Law Proceedings – Ms. Leticia Camacho

Disproportionality in Child Welfare Systems – Judge Patricia Hall Clark

Supplemental Articles

House Bill 1472 an act relating to analyzing and remedying racial disproportionality and racial disparity in child welfare; creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

Registered Interpreters – Robert Miera

Champion for Justice 

Ms. Ester Huey – Director of the South East Community Center
Also, listed below are the possible nominees for the “Champions for Justice” section of the newsletter. It was agreed that biographies would be obtained and emailed to the sub-committee members for selection. 
· Ms. Martha Cohen, Director of Interpreter Services for King County Court 

· Children’s Administration Employees in Yakima
· Minority Executive Directors Association
· The President of El Centro de la Raza 
B. 2007 Equal Justice Newsletter Themes 

The sub-committee discussed possible themes for the 2007 and 2008 Equal Justice newsletters, but no definite decision was concluded. Finalization of the schedule will be determined in the next meeting.  
Spring 2007 – Language Access or Jury Selection

Fall 2007 – Collateral Consequences & LFO’s

Spring 2008 – Arab, Muslim, and Sikh Americans in the Courts

Fall 2008 – National Consortium

C.
Youth and Justice Forum Tri-Cities, March 30, 2007
The Forum is set for Friday, March 30 at the Byron Gjerde Multipurpose Facility, at Columbia Basin Community College. The Forum planning is proceeding. We currently have over 200 students registered to attend with approximately 39 chaperones to accompany the students. We also have approximately 50 professional volunteers committed to participating. This year, we have two additional sponsors: Columbia Basin Community College Office for Diversity and the University of Washington School of Law. 
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