Outreach Sub-Committee 
Meeting

United States Courthouse

Western District of Washington

700 Stewart Street, Seattle
May 18, 2007 @ 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Minutes

Attendees: Judge Dennis D. Yule, Co-chairperson, Judge Doug W. Luna, Judge Mary Alice Theiler, Eric A. Jones, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff.

I. Tentative 2007 Meeting Schedule

Third Friday of every other month at Noon:

· Friday, July 20, 2007 @ Noon

· Friday, September 28, 2007 @ Noon

· Friday, November 16, 2007 @ Noon

II. Outreach Sub-committee Mission and Goals Discussion

We discussed the mission of the sub-committee in relation to what we are currently conducting and the purpose of the sub-committee. A suggestion was made to think of the work in relation to the mission of the Commission: how are we overcoming bias or preventing bias from occurring? We examined current projects to help understand the goals and purpose of the sub-committee and then discussed how effective the current projects have been in accomplishing those goals. Several questions were raised about the purpose of the sub-committee. 
We discussed the effectiveness of the Equal Justice Newsletter. During the discussion of the newsletter a question was raised as to who receives the newsletter, what is the purpose of the newsletter, what benefit it provides the recipients, and should we continue to produce the newsletter? Monto stated that the mailing list totals 2200, consisting of legislators, judges, law schools, members of the National Consortium, tribal courts, administrative law judges, bar associations, minority media, attorneys, and several government agencies. Erica stated the purpose of the newsletter is to educate on specific topics. To determine if the newsletter is meeting its intended purpose, it was decided that the newsletter recipients should be surveyed to determine the following:

· Does the newsletter provide value to the reader? If so, what?

· What type of information would you like to see printed in the newsletter? 

· Which article did you find most useful or interesting? 
· What direction should the newsletter take if continued? Focused on awareness, overcome bias or prevent bias? Or something else?

· In what format would you like to receive the newsletter if continued? Hard copy or electronic copy?

· Which agency or community organization are you from? (for internal use) 
The survey should be included in the next issue of the newsletter with the ability to respond via e-mail or available on-line on our website. It was recommended to seek assistance from AOC research department in development of the survey instrument.  
We agreed that the next issue should be tied to the education session on “Do You Know Your Arab, Muslim, and Sikh Neighbors” scheduled at the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference. Eric has volunteered to take the lead on the next issue and theme. 
Regarding outreach activities, we discussed the success of the Youth and Justice Forums and the need to explore and conduct additional outreach activities for and on behalf of the Commission. Since the sub-committee was created to act as a liaison to the minority bar associations, it was decided that we should meet with the minority bar associations to see if there are any partnership opportunities to provide value to minority bar and Commission. As a first step in the process, Erica was directed to set up a meeting with the minority bar associations and/or diversity advocate with the state bar. In the interest of time, Judge Yule and Erica have agreed to draft a mission and goals statement for review at the next meeting.
To do:

Erica – newsletter survey form

Erica – start newsletter outline

Erica – set up meeting with minority bar/diversity advocate of state bar

Erica – mission and goals statement
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