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July 19, 2007


Outreach Sub-Committee
Fall Equal Justice Newsletter  
Teleconference 
July 19, 2007 @ Noon 
Minutes

Attendees: Eric A. Jones, Ms. P. Diane Schneider, and Monto S. Morton as staff.

Mr. Eric A. Jones and Ms. P. Diane Schneider teleconferenced to discuss the content of the Fall Equal Justice Newsletter which is dedicated to Arab, Muslim and Sikh cultures and how they relate to the Washington state judicial system which is also a follow-up to the Fall Judicial Conference education session sponsored by the Education Sub-committee on the same topic. Since Ms. Diane Schneider has taken the lead for the session materials and Mr. Eric Jones volunteered to coordinate the production of the fall newsletter, they met to discuss the content of the Fall Equal Justice Newsletter. 

They agreed that the articles should be written by members of the judicial system, preferably judges, with first hand knowledge of Arab, Muslim and Sikh cultural issues in the court. Ms. Schneider recommended contacting the different minority groups to determine if they may know of certain members of the legal community that were available to contribute articles for the newsletter. She suggested:
· Cooperative for Assistance and Relief Everywhere, Inc. (CARE)
· Arab-American Anti-Defamation Committee
· Sikh Coalition
· Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund  
The discussion moved to topics for possible article submissions: 

· Cultural articles of clothing and faith. Discussed was the incident in which a woman was not allowed into a Tacoma courtroom because she refused to remove her headdress. Another issue involves Sikh juveniles being made to remove their headdress and cut their hair while incarcerated.  
· Interpreter services. Ms. Afifi G. Durr, a friend of Ms. Schneider, may contribute an article or agree to be interviewed for an article. Also discussed were children interpreting for non-English speaking parents and inmates interpreting for other inmates.  
· Demographics showing the growth and location of the different groups in the state of Washington and if possible court cases.

· Length of person’s name and the problems that arise i.e., mistaken identity. 
· Certain culturally based behaviors such as lack of eye contact due to the respect for authority. 

· Marriage contracts. 

Ms. Schneider stated that she coordinating a presentation at the Microsoft campus titled, “Who are the Arab, Muslim and Sikhs??” Mr. Jones stated that he will attend the presentation tomorrow July 20, 2007 which begins at 8:30 AM at building 40, RM 1101.  

The meeting concluded at 12:55 PM. 

To do:

Mr. Jones – Attend the “Who are the Arab, Muslim and Sikhs??” presentation at Microsoft. 
Mr. Jones – Contact the different minority groups to determine contributors from the judicial system. 
Ms. Schneider – Contact Ms. Durr about possible contribution to the newsletter. 
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