Outreach Sub-Committee Meeting

Friday, October 12, 2007 @ 12:15 p.m.
Meeting Minutes
Attendees: Ms. Rosa Melendez, Eric A. Jones, and Ms. Erica S. Chung and Monto S. Morton as staff. 
I. Meeting Schedule

A. November 16, 2007 @ 12:15 p.m. teleconference
B. 2008 Meeting Schedule – Second Friday every other month starting February. 
· February 8, 2008 @ Noon

· April 11, 2008 @ Noon

· June 13, 2008 @ Noon 

· August 8, 2008 @ Noon

· October 10, 2008 @ Noon 

· December 12, 2008 @ Noon 

II. Old Business 
A. Mission and Goals Discussion – Ms. Erica S. Chung announced that the discussion of the Mission and Goals will be deferred to the next meeting. A recommendation was made to include a discussion of Outreach Sub-committee member recruitment to the agenda for the next sub-committee meeting.   

B. Fall 2007 Equal Justice Newsletter – Ms. Chung asked Mr. Morton to update the sub-committee members on the progress of the 2007 Fall Equal Justice Newsletter. Mr. Morton listed the confirmed and unconfirmed articles and authors: 

Contributors Confirmed:

· Rajbir Singh Datta, Associate Director, and Ms. Harleen Kaur Singh, Legal Fellow, Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund (SALDEF). Article: Religious observances and court accessibility/accommodation issues, referencing legal cases involving court room procedures/policies.  

· Ms. Reiko Callner, Executive Director, Washington State Commission on Judicial Conduct. Article: Federal and state laws regarding religious accommodation. 

· Ibrahim Hamide, 2007 Fall Conference session “Do you know your Arab, Muslim, and Sikh neighbors?” presenter. Article: Arab culture and Muslim religion.

Contributors Unconfirmed:

· Judge Mary I. Yu. Article: Training session at the Fall 2007 Judicial Conference.

· Shahzad Qadri, an attorney with Caley Dehkhoda & Qadri. Article: Introduction to Islam and Shria Law in relation to marriage contracts.

· Karamah, Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights. Article: Shria Law and marriage contracts (an alternate to Mr. Qadri’s article).   
C. Fall 2007 Survey – The sub-committee reviewed the survey questions and approved them with the understanding that the survey will still need to be reviewed and approved by Judge Dennis D. Yule before proceeding.
To Do: Mr. Morton will follow up with Judge Yule regarding the survey questions.  

D. Ms. Chung stated that the spring 2008 issue of Equal Justice will cover the topic of language access. Ms. Rosa Melendez recommended seeking input from Ms. P. Diane Schneider who has knowledge and experience on the topic.

To Do: Ms. Chung will contact Ms. Schneider to seek input. 

E. Fall 2008 National Consortium – Ms. Chung recommended devoting the fall 2008 issue to the spring 2008 National Consortium event. She stated that the articles could mirror the topics presented at the National Consortium Conference. She shared that the planning committee for the National Consortium has met on September 21st and will meet again on October 26, 2007 following the Commission meeting.

F. Outreach Activities
· Minority Bar Association – Ms. Chung stated that Judge Yule and she met with the Minority Bar Association Leaders and the Washington State Bar Association Diversity Advocate to share information and to explore opportunities for collaboration. Ms. Chung stated that meeting minutes have been sent to sub-committee members and will be included in the Commission meeting packet. She further stated that Judge Yule expressed an interest in maintaining a relationship and participating in their (Minority Bar Associations Leadership) regular quarterly meetings. 
To Do: Ms. Chung will contact the Washington State Bar Association Diversity Advocate to add the Commission to their meeting announcement list.
· Spring 2008 Youth and Justice Forum – Ms. Chung stated that Judge Yule has taken the lead on this event for several years, which takes place in the Tri-Cities area. She stated that this discussion will be deferred to the next meeting but asked Mr. Morton to contact Judge Yule to verify that he is interested in continuing the event. 
III. New Business – Discussion regarding the 2009 issues of the Equal Justice Newsletter and outreach activities was deferred to the next meeting due to time constraints. 
Adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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