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Seattle University School of Law
901 - 12th Avenue, Sullivan Hall, Room 327, 3rd Floor

Seattle, Washington 

Friday, July 15, 2011

1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Minutes
Attendees: Judge Dennis D. Yule, Retired, Chairperson; Ms. Rosa M. Melendez; Mr. Eric A. Jones; Mr. Brian Rowe, guest; and Mr. Monto Shan Morton as Staff. 
Attended by Phone: Judge Donald J. Horowitz, Former; and Commissioner Joyce J. McCown.

Members Not Able to Attend:  Judge Mariane C. Spearman.
I. Commission Web Site – Judge Donald J. Horowitz introduced Mr. Brian Rowe, incoming Chair of the Access to Justice Technology Committee. Mr. Rowe was invited to help the Committee discuss the Commission’s use of social media such as Facebook. An Outreach Information Technology (IT) Subcommittee, consisting of Judge Horowitz, Commissioner Joyce McCown, Mr. Eric Jones, and Mr. Rowe will be created to explore this matter further and report back to the Committee.   

II. Equal Justice Newsletter – Committee members discussed content, format, and distribution of the newsletter. They also discussed utilizing social media to enhance or replace the newsletter and the Outreach IT Subcommittee will consider other media options. The 2011 Newsletter, Volume 15, Number 2, is scheduled for completion and distribution at the end of August. 
III. Commission Artwork – Committee members discussed the current practice for procuring new works and the public use and demand for posters of Commission artworks. Since its inception and until recently, the Commission has periodically purchased original pieces of art, often specifically commissioned by the Commission.  In 2010, however, the Committee was able to secure from the artist the donation of limited rights of reproduction for the publication of posters of an oil painting, “The Flag”, posters of which are printed on an as-needed basis. Monto Morton reported that there is a current inventory of approximately 500 posters of each previously acquired works and that he has posters available for those requesting them at all conferences, trainings and other events at which the Commission is present. He estimated that, on average, 300 posters are requested and distributed every year. For the fiscal year beginning June 2010 and ending July 2011, 275 posters of the “The Flag” have been produced and distributed at a total cost of $450. Committee members confirmed that Commission posters are displayed in numerous courtrooms, chambers, offices and other public areas of courthouses and court facilities. The cost of production of each poster is about $1.63. Currently, posters are distributed upon request without charge. Committee members agreed that the publication of posters of work by Northwest artists is a valuable and effective tool of outreach by contributing to a public profile of the Commission and by providing quality graphic representations of diversity in Washington courts through public displays in many court facilities.  Members also noted that the posters are a valuable means of showcasing the work of Northwest minority artists.

It was agreed that the Committee would continue its efforts to solicit artist donation of limited reproductions rights to original graphic arts by Northwest artists, particularly minority artists, and print posters of the works as they are requested.  The possibility of charging a minimal fee to cover the cost of printing and mailing a poster was discussed but tabled.

A new announcement of solicitation of donated reproduction rights will be distributed to an expanded list of art schools and organizations and included in the August newsletter. The Committee agreed that if the solicitation does not produce an adequate response, it will recommend to the Commission that a modest amount of monetary compensation to a selected artist be announced in an additional solicitation.  
IV. Commission Outreach – Committee members discussed outreach opportunities such as inviting individuals to give presentations on relevant issues at Commission meetings and community forums. The Commission held two community forums in 2004. It was decided that the Committee will recommend to the Commission that periodic community forums, either in conjunction with or separate from Commission meetings, be held in communities around the state on relevant and current issues. 
V. Effectiveness of Commission Liaisons – Committee members discussed ways in which to make it easier for Commission Liaisons to be more effective. It was agreed that contact information would be provided to the liaisons.  
VI. Commission Membership – It was recommended that the executive directors of the various executive branch minority commissions be recommended for membership to the Technical Support Group. It was also recommended to invite members of the Washington Young Lawyers Division. 
VII. Commission Intern(s) – Committee members discussed the Commission utilizing law student interns, and reviewed the valuable assistance provided by current intern Matthew Sanders. The Committee recommends that the Commission continue to obtain an intern from the Seattle University School of Law Korematsu Center. 
VIII. Meeting Schedule for 2011 – teleconferences are held the second Monday of every other month at 4:30 p.m. The following are currently scheduled for 2011: 

· Monday, August 29, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.

· Monday, November 14, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.

· Monday, December 12, 2011, at 4:30 p.m.
Adjourned
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