Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Outreach Committee

Outreach Committee – page 2

Monday, August 29, 2011, at 4:30 P.M.

Teleconference
Minutes
Attendees: Judge Dennis D. Yule, Retired, Chairperson; Judge Donald J. Horowitz, Former; and Commissioner Joyce J. McCown; and Mr. Monto Shan Morton as Staff. 
Members Not Able to Attend:  Mr. Eric A. Jones; Ms. Rosa M. Melendez; and Judge Mariane C. Spearman.
I. Equal Justice Newsletter – Committee members discussed content, format, and distribution of the newsletter. Commissioner Joyce McCown agreed to help edit the newsletter in Judge Dennis Yule’s absence.  The 2011 Newsletter, Volume 15, Number 2, is scheduled for completion and distribution at the beginning of September. 
II. Commission Artwork – An announcement requesting artwork was placed in the Equal Justice newsletter.  Mr. Morton will send out another announcement to art institute and college departments.  It was recommended to include Seattle Pacific, Seattle Art Institute, University of Washington, Whitman, and Allied Arts.  
III. Commission Outreach – Committee members discussed outreach opportunities such as inviting individuals to give presentations on relevant issues at Commission meetings and community forums. The Commission held two community forums in 2004 and the transcripts are available on the Commission Web site.  At this time the Committee decided to wait on recommending these items to the Commission. 
IV. Effectiveness of Commission Liaisons – Committee members discussed the use of Commission Liaisons and agreed that the liaisons have been more effective in networking with other organizations.   
V. Commission Intern(s) – Mr. Morton reported that Matthew Sanders will be starting school and most likely will not be able to be the Commission’s intern for fall.  He will contact Professor Robert Chang, Seattle University School of Law Korematsu Center, concerning obtaining another intern.  

VI. Commission Membership – It was recommended that younger members be sought out to join the Committee and not necessarily as members of the Commission or Technical Support Group members. It was also recommended that the Commission/Committee needs a member from the Native American Community.
VII. 9th Annual Tri-Cities Youth and Justice Forum – The Forum is scheduled for October 28, 2011, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., located at Colombia Basin College in Pasco, Washington.  Justice Sonia Sotomayor has agreed to tape a video greeting for the attendees.  
VIII. Commission Website – Mr. Morton reported that the Commission Web site has had over 5000 hits on average in the past several months.  He stated that the real number of viewers of the Web site is less due to the way in which the hits are calculated.  He stated that the 2010 Annual Report that was sent out in April and has been viewed or downloaded 456 times.  It is sent out via email as a notice with a link to the Web page and not attached to the email.  He stated that for the month of June the publication page was viewed 855 times which contains access to annual reports, newsletters, and research reports.  The April newsletter had only 30 hits but the newsletter was sent as an attachment which may have contributed to the low number of hits to the Web page; therefore, viewership of the newsletter is conceivably similar if not higher than the 2010 annual report.  
IX. Meeting Schedule for 2011 – teleconferences are held the second Monday of every other month at 4:30 p.m. The following are currently scheduled for 2011: 

· Commission Meeting – Friday, November 4, 2011, from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Associated Counsel for the Accused, 110 Prefontaine Pl. So., Ste. 200, in Seattle. 

· Monday, November 14, 2011, at 4:30 P.M.

· Monday, December 12, 2011, at 4:30 P.M.

Adjourned
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