Washington State Minority and Justice Commission

Research Committee

Research Committee - 2

Monday, February 28, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
Teleconference 
Minutes
Attendees: Judge Vance W. Peterson; Professor Ada Shen-Jaffe; and Mr. Monto S. Morton as Staff.
Members Not Able to Attend:  Judge Kenneth H. Kato, Chairperson; Professor Robert S. Chang; and Uriel Iñiguez. 

I. 
Meeting Schedule for 2011 – Teleconferences are typically held the second Monday of every other month at 12:00 p.m., and the following are currently scheduled for 2011:
· Monday, April 11, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
· Monday, June 13, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
· Monday, August 8, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
· Monday, October 3, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
· Monday, December 12, 2011, at 12:00 p.m.
II. 
Carl McCurley, Ph.D., Manager, Washington State Center for Court Research, Administrative Office of the Courts – Dr. McCurley will attend the April 11, 2011 meeting to discuss his work with studying perceptions of fairness and the courts, and how perceptions vary by race/ethnicity. 


A question was raised regarding the coordination of research by the different entities that conduct research studies. This question will be discussed with Dr. McCurley at the next Committee meeting. 
III.
Washington State Demographics of the Justice System – Committee members discussed the different aspects of the justice system and its demographics.  They determined that the composition of the various benches to include administrative law judges throughout the State would be a good project for the Commission to undertake. The Judicial Census Project would be beneficial to the judicial appointing authorities at city, county and State level due to the confusion and inconsistency as to the actual designations of what constitutes certain minority groups and a census such as this would be able to be used as a model of clarification at other levels. The Committee will recommend to the Commission that the Judicial Census Project be implemented. 
IV. 
Race and the Criminal Justice System Task Force – Committee members discussed the creation of the Task Force and its current activities. The Task Force will meet with the Supreme Court on March 2, 2011, at 1:30 p.m. at the Temple of Justice.     
Information about the Task Force on Race and the Criminal Justice System is located on their website at: 
http://www.law.seattleu.edu/Centers_and_Institutes/Korematsu_Center/Race_and_Criminal_Justice.xml
V. 
Other Business

Research Topics – It was recommended that a study be conducted concerning collateral issues between the criminal and civil for the public. These issues include ineligibility for public benefits, public housing, student loans, and various forms of employment, and ineligibility for jury service. 

Committee members discussed research regarding implicit bias. It was decided that the Committee would recommend that the Education Committee conduct training on implicit bias.   
Adjourned 1:25 p.m. 
