Workforce Diversity Sub-committee

Meeting

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

King County Courthouse

Prosecutor's Office (Solutions room), 4th floor
Attendees: Judge Deborah D. Fleck, Chairperson; Ms. Bonnie J. Glenn, Vice Chairperson; Ms. Yemi Fleming Jackson; Dean Sandra E. Madrid, Ph.D. (via teleconference); Ms. Karen W. Murray; Sudha Shetty; and Ms. Erica S. Chung as staff.
Non-attendees: Judge James M. Murphy; Ms. Patty A. Chester; Uriel Iñiguez; Jeffrey C. Sullivan, and Ms. Brenda E. Williams

I.
Meeting Schedule for 2007

Meeting schedule reaffirmed as the third Wednesday of every other month at 4 pm.

· Wednesday, March 21, 2007 @ 4:00 PM

· Wednesday, May 23, 2007 @ 4:00 PM

· Wednesday, July 18, 2007 @ 4:00 PM

· Wednesday, September 19, 2007 @ 4:00 PM

· Wednesday, November 21, 2007 @ 4:00 PM

II.
National Speaker

Fall 2007 Judicial Conference is set for September 16 – 19, 2007 in Vancouver, Washington. Judge Fleck reported that Chief Justice Alexander had invited Chief Justice John Roberts, Jr. but to date have not heard from him. It is her understanding that it is not unusual for the delay in responding. If Chief Justice Roberts accepts, she stated that Chief Justice Alexander and Chief Justice from the Oregon State Supreme Court will host an event in honor of Chief Justice Roberts. In the event that Chief Justice Roberts is unavailable, Judge Fleck will follow up with Chief Justice Alexander to extend the invitation to Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears of Georgia Supreme Court. It was decided that the invitation will be extended only on the condition that Chief Justice Roberts is unavailable; we do not want Chief Justice Sears overshadowed by the presence of Chief Justice Roberts. 

It was agreed that we would pursue the following potential speakers listed in order of interest: 

· Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears, Georgia Supreme Court

· Justice Cruz Reynosos, retired, California Supreme Court

· Chief Judge Robert M. Bell, Maryland Court of Appeals

· Professor Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., Harvard Law School

To do:

Erica: find out what the theme of the conference is for this year

Judge Fleck: follow up with Chief Justice Alexander regarding extending an invitation to Chief Justice Sears

III.
Diversifying the Bench

Bonnie reported that Lael Echo-Hawk, Washington State Bar Association Committee for Diversity, is willing to take the lead on the project. She stated that the Committee for Diversity has many members who may be able to devote some time to work on sections of the guide. Erica stated that sections on the secretary of state, Public Disclosure Commission (PDC), and running for office still need to be completed. 

Bonnie proposed setting a meeting with Lael Echo-Hawk and CFD to discuss the following: 

1. Next Steps

a. WSBA - CFD (Be the leader on this project in conjunction with Commission, SU, U W, Minority Bars, etc.)

b. Ask the CFD to do the remaining tasks (Erica to put list together)

c. Ask the CFD to partner with SU to print a number of hard copies of the report  

d. Collection of input from Judges at a meeting (turning that information over to Lael for placement in the book, but we would take minutes and send them to her)

e. Determine who will update the booklet on an annual basis 

2. Create timeline for compiling of book, printing, and posting on-line

 

Bonnie proposes inviting the following for a meeting: 

· CFD Co-Chairs

· Minority Bar Presidents

· Richard Mitchell - Governor's Office

· Erica Chung

However, for judges input it would be limited to certain people since judges will be told that they will be cited anonymously. 

To do: 

Bonnie: set up meeting with Lael Echo-Hawk

Erica: review guide and determine what sections need completing

IV.
Short Term Goals

Reaffirmed that we want to finish the following for 2007:

· Diversifying the Bench manual
· National Speaker for Fall Judicial Conference

Discussed following up with Dean Kellye Testy, Seattle University School of Law, regarding their rigorous diversity efforts. The purpose of the meeting will be to gather information then determine if collaborative opportunities exist. 

To do:

Judge Fleck: set up meeting with Dean Testy for either May 23 or September 19 in conjunction with the sub-committee meeting

V.
Long Term Goals

· Resource Directory – discussed partnering with the ethnic commissions to update the manual. 

· National Speaker – Erica reminded everyone that this should be a long-term goal since we are continuing this project every other year.

In the interest of time, discussion of long-term goals was deferred until the next meeting.

To do: 

Erica: bring mission of the sub-committee to the next meeting

Bonnie: follow up with Rosalund Jenkins, Commission on African American Affairs

Sudha: follow up with Ellen Abellera, Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs

Erica: follow up with Uriel, Commission on Hispanic Affairs
