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	MEETING MINUTES



	Members Present:
Judge Deborah Fleck, Chair
Bonnie Glenn, Vice-Chair
Sandra Madrid, Ph.D.
Karen Murray
Jeffrey Sullivan

	Members Not Present:
Jeffrey Beaver
Yemi Fleming Jackson
Carllene Placide 

AOC Staff Present:
Monto Morton



The meeting was called to order by Judge Deborah Fleck.

Diversifying the Bench Guidebook

Monto Morton reported that the “Diversifying the Bench Guidebook: How to Become a Judicial Officer” has been distributed nationally to law schools, thanks to Dr. Sandra Madrid and her contact Kent D. Lollis, Executive Director for Diversity Initiatives, Law School Admission Council.  A request was made to provide a list of guidebook distribution, which is listed below:

Hardcopy Distribution List
Justices (9)
Governor, and Marty Loesch, and Narda Pierce, legal counsel (3) 
Superior Court Judges’ Association President (1)
Court of Appeals Presiding Judges (3)
Superior Court Presiding Judges (32)
DMCJA Officers, Board, and staff (15)
Law School Deans (3)
Minority Bar Leaders (15) (http://www.wsba.org/minority+bar+associations.htm)
Chief Administrative Law Judge (1)
Washington State Bar Association, Exec. Dir. Paula Littlewood (1)
Washington State Bar Association Diversity Committee, Exec. Dir. Chach Duarte White (1)
King County Bar Association, Exec. Dir. Andrew Prazuch (1)
Commission and Technical Support Members (30)
Gender and Justice Commission Staff (1)
Extra Copies (10)

(126 copies)

Digital Distribution List
Justices
National Center for State Courts
District and Municipal Judges
District and Municipal Court Administrators/Clerks
Superior Court Judges
Superior Court Administrators
Superior Court Commissioners
Court of Appeals Judges
Administrative Law Judges
Legislature (House and Senate)
MJC Mailing List (624)
	Commission Members
	Educational Institutions
	Minority Groups
	Libraries
	Government Agencies
	Bar Associations
	Minority Media
	Tribal 
	Community Groups
	Individuals
American Bar Association - Paula Bog
Minority Bars, Nationally
National Bar Associations
Law Schools, Nationally

Mr. Morton will look into contacting the Judicial Division of the ABA, Judge Eileen Kato.  He will also look into asking national bar associations to put a link to the guidebook on their Web sites.    

It was recommended that groups that sponsored a training session regarding diversifying the bench be contacted to see if an evaluation was completed.  The evaluation would show the Committee if there were areas that needed further attention.  

Minority Law School Extern/Intern/Law Clerk-Bailiffs

Jeffrey Sullivan contacted Judge Mary Yu.  He stated that Judge Yu utilizes several externs.  He also stated that Judge Yu feels that law schools are making students available for externships, but not many judges are utilizing this resource.  

Judge Fleck will ask Judge Yu about having a short presentation on externships at the June King County Superior Court Judges meeting.   

Youth and the Law Pipeline

Mr. Morton reported that a content outline for the youth and law forum notebook was sent to Judges LeRoy McCullough, Dennis Yule, and Frank Cuthbertson for their review and input.  He state that Judge Yule replied with additions to the content outline and recommended that the Commission’s Outreach Committee work with the Workforce Diversity Committee in producing the notebook.  Ms. Glenn stated that she will talk with Judge Cuthbertson tomorrow at a meeting.  She also stated that there is a Youth and Law Forum:  Faces of the Law scheduled on Saturday, April 21, 2012, at the MLK FAME Community Center, in Seattle.  

Judge Fleck stated that materials were provided by Lorrie Thompson, Administrative Office of the Courts, for court open houses and those materials could be used in the notebook.

It was recommended that Judge T. W. “Chip” Small, Chelan County Superior Court Judge, be contacted for notebook input since he has participated in youth and law forum programs.

Building a Diverse Court Education Session Proposal

Mr. Morton provided a list of conferences and chairs/staff of planning committees.  He will provide cut-off dates for 2013 proposals for Committee members.  

Race and the Criminal Justice System Task Force

Bonnie Glenn thanked Committee members for their help with providing recommendations for invitees to the Task Force on Race and the Criminal Justice System presentation on Juvenile Justice at the Washington State Supreme Court which was held on March 28, 2012.  The presentation was recorded by TVW and can be found on their Web site or at the Seattle University School of Law Web site at: http://www.law.seattleu.edu/Centers_and_Institutes/Korematsu_Center/Race_and_Criminal_Justice/Juvenile_Justice_System.xml 

National Hispanic Bar Association Convention

Mr. Morton will look into obtaining a way to provide the Diversifying the Bench Guidebook: How to Become a Judicial Officer and Building a Diverse Court: A Guide to Recruitment and Retention, Second Edition, June 2010 to attendees.  He will also see about the costs involved in placing an ad in the convention materials.

Meeting Schedule for 2012

Teleconferences are typically held the second Wednesday of every other month at 4:30 p.m., and the following are currently scheduled for 2012: 

· June 20, 2012
· August 15, 2012
· October 17, 2012.
· December 19, 2012
· NOTE:  Commission meeting Friday, April 27, from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., SeaTac Office Center, 18000 International Boulevard, Suite 1106, SeaTac, Washington.
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