
VIII. Conclusion

In the time after the 1989 Study was published, the legislative, executive, and judicial branches 

have undertaken dedicated efforts to address domestic and sexual violence in Washington. 

Unfortunately, despite this attention and the improvements made, high levels of domestic and 

sexual violence persist now, over 30 years later. These high rates of violence are amplified as we 

write this report in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.289 Proposed recommendations to 

support and strengthen previous efforts are outlined in the recommendations section below.  

IX. Recommendations

• In order to improve access to the courts for litigants in cases involving gender-based

violence, the Washington State Legislature should allocate increased funding to the Office

of Civil Legal Aid for more civil legal aid attorneys who can assist victims of domestic and

sexual violence with their legal issues. Although Washington State has enacted laws that

provide protections to victims of domestic and sexual violence, legal assistance is needed

to enforce them.

• Stakeholders, including the District and Municipal Court Judges Association (DMCJA) and

Superior Court Judges Association (SCJA), in coordination with AOC, should review the HB

1320 work group’s future recommendations290 and develop a model guidance memo to

implement them.

• Given that the evaluation of Domestic Violence Moral Reconation Therapy (DV-MRT)

showed it to be a promising practice in reducing domestic violence recidivism, and that

litigants bear significantly lower costs to participate in the program, more courts in

Washington State should consider implementing court-based DV-MRT programs.

289 Refer to Appendix I of this chapter for information obtained from victim advocacy organizations related to 
increased reports of domestic violence in the first quarter of 2020.  
290 This work group will be convened by the Washington State Supreme Court Gender and Justice Commission, 
with its report due to the courts by July 1, 2022.  
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• The Gender and Justice Commission should support the Tribal State Court Consortium’s 

efforts regarding a judicial branch response to the pervasive problem of Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and People and enforcement of Tribal Court protection 

orders. 

• To monitor the efficacy of laws and regulations that combat gender-based violence and 

to identify gaps in protection, statewide data on the following topics should be collected: 

the barriers to enforcement of firearms surrender orders; the efficacy of domestic 

violence perpetrator treatment (in light of our pilot project report on the value of DV-

MRT treatment); the prevalence and consequences of sexual assault in prison – especially 

for understudied populations; the prevalence and consequences of coercion for sex and 

sexual assault in the workplace – especially for female workers in the farm labor, service, 

and related low-paying industries; and data on the investigation and processing of sexual 

violence cases, including time from the alleged assault to filing, to resolution via the court 

process, and the reasons for any delays. This work will require legislative funding.  

o One component of this data collection could be development of a statewide 

online dashboard where law enforcement reports its data, as it already does 

pursuant to the Safety and Access for Immigrant Victims Act (2018) and pursuant 

to SHB 1501 (2017) to track denied firearm transactions. 

o Requirements for the data could include the following: (1) data collected should 

include disaggregated demographic information, including gender information 

that goes beyond the male-female binary, and (2) that non-confidential data and 

information about the process should be transparent and available to the public 

to promote system accountability. 

• The Legislature should fund Washington-specific primary research to evaluate the current 

requirement for mandatory arrest in domestic violence cases, including research 

regarding the impact on women; Black, Indigenous, and other people of color; 

immigrants; those living in poverty; and LGBTQ+ people. 

• In light of the findings about the disparate impact of gender-based violence on women, 

Black, Indigenous, and people of color, immigrants, those living in poverty, and LGBTQ+ 
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people and the continuing barriers to their access to justice, the Gender and Justice 

Commission should partner with stakeholders and experts to suggest modifications to 

judicial branch education on gender-based violence for judges, law enforcement, 

attorneys, and others working on such cases. 
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