
 

 
 

on women has been studied rather robustly, further research needs to be conducted on the 

social-environmental impacts and the role of gender on pretrial release. Some of the analysis 

provided can only be collaborated by one or two citations or relies on research conducted 15 to 

20 years ago, therefore these are the areas that need further examination. 

 

V. Recommendations 

• Adopt the recommendation described in “Chapter 13: Prosecutorial Discretion and 

Gendered Impacts” to institute a centralized database and standardized reporting criteria 

for jail bookings. 

• Adopt the recommendation described in “Chapter 13: Prosecutorial Discretion and 

Gendered Impacts” to collect and analyze data on the prosecutors’ diversionary practices. 

• Government data collection should follow the best practices recommended by the 2020 

Incarceration of Women in Washington State pilot study commissioned by the Gender 

and Justice Commission. The pilot study sets forth comprehensive recommendations for 

improvements in data collection as well as additional analyses and research to be 

implemented by the Caseload Forecast Council, the Washington State Legislature, and 

the Department of Corrections (see pages 31-32 of the Incarceration of Women in 

Washington State pilot study). 

• When sufficient bail data can be obtained from the counties, WSCCR should study the 

impact of pretrial reform (including bail reform and more widespread pretrial services, 

such as those enacted by Yakima County) on wellbeing, recidivism, incarceration, 

community safety, and failure to appear rates. 

• WSCCR and/or other stakeholders should undertake a study of (1) the impacts of 

incarcerating women for violating conditions of release, and (2) whether other sanctions 

could be equally or more effective. 

• In the short term (next two years), criminal justice stakeholders, including the 

Department of Corrections and Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration, should study the 

effect that the increasing detention of girls - especially Indigenous, Latinx, and Black girls 
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- has on this state’s large incarcerated-adult female population. We also recommend 

finding a way to measure disparities impacting other populations not currently 

represented in the data, such as Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander populations. 

• The Washington State Legislature recently enacted SB 5476 (2021), which codifies simple 

drug possession as a misdemeanor; requires law enforcement to divert certain suspects 

to assessment, treatment, or other services and encourages prosecutors to do the same; 

and invests in programs and oversight. The Gender and Justice Commission should 

partner with stakeholders to evaluate that new law’s impact on women and girls, 

including Black, Indigenous, and other women and girls of color, in terms of incarceration 

rates, legal financial obligations (both of their own and of their family members and 

partners), treatment impact, and public safety. 

• During the 2022 legislative session, the Washington State Legislature should again 

consider legislation to retroactively account for trauma-based criminalization and 

incarceration, similar to the way that the Survivors Justice Act, HB 1293 (proposed during 

the 2021 Regular Session) and N.Y. Penal Law § 60.12 address this problem in the area of 

domestic violence trauma. The Legislature should consider whether other sources of 

trauma, such as adverse childhood experiences, surviving through war, etc., should be 

included in any such legislation. 

• In the short term (next two years), criminal justice stakeholders should convene to 

consider whether to amend CrR 2.2, CrRLJ 2.2, CrR 3.2, and/or CrRLJ 3.2 to limit trial court 

power to issue bench warrants for failures to appear and to consider alternative methods 

of addressing non-appearances. 
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