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GROWING NUMBERS OF WASHINGTON WOMEN ARE INCARCERATED

Image from Reuters / Ueslei Marcelino



INFORMATION FOCUSED ON WOMEN WAS NOT AVAILABLE

Fact Card

Department of June 30, 2020

Corrections

WASHINGTON STATE

Facts about Individuals in Confinement, cont,
Most Serlous Current Offense
Murder 1.and 2
Manslaughter

Sex Crim
Facts about Individuals in Confinement x‘\\“:""“
ssaul
Number of Prison Facilities 17 Property Crimes.........
Number of Work Release Facilities. 12 Drug Crimes....
Other/Unknown.

Average Populallan In Confi 16,703
I O o s i S e 15,308 5,0 Avg. DOC Confinement for individuals Released in Last Year 245
Work re 2 5 91 2%

Out-of-state rented & 0 00% Return to Institutions (Three-Year Pericd).. 2016 Releases
In-state rented pri 1 00%
oo e L Facts about Individuals Supervised in the Community
¢ Operational Capacity. 17,540 Number on Active Supervisl
- ——— 16,705
53 Risk Level Classification (Risk to R.eoﬂend)
82 High Violent Property Drug (HVPD).............. qu
High Violent (HV]...

Percent of Confinement UnermnniECaDadW High Praperty (HP). %
Percent of Prison Capacity, 1 - 91.7% High Drug (HD). 2,266
Percent of Work Release Capaci lv s i ’ o ... 62.8% Mederate Risk I'tru'lw- il W(J’!) 1,087

Lower Risk to Reo d (LOW]....

Gender OtherfUnclassifie s
Malle. i b inins 93.0% * Includes thase ifled with the current risk toal
Femalei, s i i st s e i s s sincin. 0% Special Senten: tTvpes

Drug Offend:

Race
et NG
Black 17.8%

American aska MHIV: S —— - 59%
Aslan/Pacific s\.m\iw e i . 23% Moslserlouscurfenwffenw
Other...... " SR " i s 1.6% Murder 1ar
(110, AR UL oo IR TP SEIARAEN 0.9% Manslaug|
Hispanic Origin. 14.6%
Average Current Age. 400 Crimes,

Total Confinement Sentence lennh Ordered
Less than two years, x e 00%

Twao to five years... 225%
Five to ten years, 20.8%
OVEr 180 Years....... T L e
Life with the possibilty of parole or release.... 14.2%
Life without release, " 319%

rimes
Other/Unknown.

supemsmn senlen:e Cﬂmw
Washington P
Washington Ja |w|4 Supervision <|‘||\1
Out-of-State Jurisdiction.

A Visit

W o more information
100-0A001  (6/2020) Res

14.3%
2.5%
17%
86%
18.6%
15.2%
5.7%
35%

manths

335%

19,898

13.7%
16.0%
11.4%

55%

rch & Data Analytics

Gender
Male.......

Female.

Race
White sl b o S i
American Indian/Alaska Native
Asian/Pacific Islander.
Other..
Unknown.....

Hispanic Origin

93.0%
7.0%

69.5%
17.8%
5.9%
4.3%
1.6%
0.9%

14.6%




PROJECT

GOALS

Describe women incarcerated in
Washington State.

Examine whether women of
color are over-represented in
the incarcerated population.

Begin to address the absence of
information focused on
incarcerated women using
existing data.




RESEARCH TEAM

Jennifer Bright, Freedom Education Project Puget Sound
Elizabeth Hendren, JD, Northwest Justice Project
Miranda Johnson, intern, Seattle Central College

Dr. Tatiana Masters, independent research consultant

Dr. William Vesneski, JD, University of Washington School of Social Work
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How many women, from what race-ethnicities,
were convicted and sentenced in each offense
category?

2. How many women, from what race-ethnicities,
R ES EA R C H were convicted and sentenced in each of the four
largest counties, and in two areas of special
Q U EST' O NS intereste

3. Were women of color convicted and sentenced
disproportionally within each offense category?e

4. Were women of color convicted and sentenced
disproportionally within the counties examined?



CRITICAL TAKE-AWAYS

= A total of 4,994 women were convicted and sentenced in 2019.

=  Black and Indigenous women were significantly over-represented in
sentenced populations compared to Census data.

= Statistically significant racial disproportionality existed in all 6 offense
categories...

... and in five out of six geographic areas examined.



Caseload Forecast Council (CFC) data:
Felony judgement and sentence forms submitted to
CFC by counties for fiscal years 2000, 2010, and 2019

US Census data used for disproportionality analyses

Differences between these data sets detailed in our
report, but in brief

= Could not analyze disproportionality as it affected Latinas
due to different categorization methods

= “Asian American” category may obscure differences for
Pacific Islanders

» Reportincludes recommendations to improve future data
collection and enable better disproportionality analyses




QUESTION 1

HOW MANY WOMEN, AND FROM WHAT RACE/ETHNICITIES, WERE
SENTENCED IN EACH OFFENSE CATEGORY?




4,994
WOMEN
WERE
SENTENCED
IN 2019

WOMEN SENTENCED TO FELONIES IN 2019

Race/ethnicities of women
sentenced in 2019

5% Latina <—— 3% Asian American

> g

4% Indigenous

8% Black

80% white



WOMEN SENTENCED TO FELONIES IN 2019

Represent the highest-level Drug
offense for which each

individual was convicted Property

Fraud
Public Order
Violent

Sex

Type of Offense Number of women
OFFENSE CATEGORIES sentenced

1,680
1,575
/14
520
468
32



OFFENSE CATEGORIES BY RACE/ETHNICITY (2019)

RACIAL DISTRIBUTION OF FELONY-SENTENCED WOMEN

white mBlack Latina mIndigenous ® Asian American

VIOLENT (N=468) 70%
PUBLIC ORDER (N=520) 76%
FRAUD (N=714) 81%
PROPERTY (N=1575) 78%

DRUG (N=1680)

6% 3%

5% | 4%

76| 4%

5% 3%

4% 27



QUESTION 2

HOW MANY WOMEN, AND FROM WHAT RACE/ETHNICITIES, WERE
SENTENCED IN THE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS OF FOCUS?




RACE/ETHNICITY OF SENTENCED WOMEN BY COUNTY (2019)

Benton-
King Pierce Snohomish | Spokane Yakima Franklin
(n=389) (n=573) (n=438) (N=529) (n=245) (n=233)

white 57% 65% 88% 84% 55% 80%
Black 29% 19% 9% 6% 4% 3%
Latina 2% 4% <1% 1% 31% 10%
Indigenous 4% 4% 1% 7% 8% 1%
Asian

American 8% 7% 2% 1.5% 2% 1%

Unknown 5%



QUESTION 3

WERE WOMEN OF COLOR SENTENCED DISPROPORTIONALLY WITHIN
EACH OFFENSE CATEGORY?




RACIAL DISPROPORTIONALITY IN SENTENCING DIFFERENT ACROSS OFFENSES

white Black Indigenous Asian American
2019 data

Census CFC Census CFC Census CFC Census CFC
Drug
(n = 1607) 79% 85% 4% 5% 2% 4% 9% 2%
Property
(n = 1484) 79% 78% 4% 9% 2% 5% 9% 3%
Fraud
(n = 677) 79% 81% 4% 7% 2% 3% 9% 4%
Public Order | o5 76% 4% 1% 2% 5% 9% 4%
(n = 498)
Violent
(n = 433) 79% 70% 4% 15% 2% 6% 9% 3%




QUESTION 4

WERE WOMEN OF COLOR SENTENCED DISPROPORTIONALLY WITHIN
THE COUNTIES EXAMINED?




SUBSTANTIAL RACIAL DISPROPORTIONALITY IN SENTENCING ACROSS REGIONS

= Statistically significant differences in proportions of racial groups between
2019 CFC and Census data in 5 of 6 areas: King, Pierce, Snohomish, Yakima,
and Spokane counties

» Black and Indigenous women were sentenced at a higher rate than we
would expect based on their proportion of the population

=  Black women: Two o three times more

» |ndigenous women: Two to four times more



KING COUNTY (2019)

Census | Sentenced Racial Disproportionality in Sentencing
- population women

white 66% 57% white mBlack ®Indigenous ® Asian American
Black 7% 29% 1%
Indigenous 1% 4%
ASTEI King County population 66% -
American 19% 4%
4%
Sentenced women in King County 57% I

No comparison for Latinas due to

. ) X 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
inconsistencies between data sets



Presents data from all three fiscal years (2000,

2010, and 2019)
TH E » Racial group comparisons for all six regions
C OM P L ETE = Descriptive data on men compared to women
» In-depth explanation of our analysis methods
R E P O RT and the limitations of the data

=  Recommendations for future research questions
and improved data collection




Not everything that is faced can be changed,
but nothing can be changed until it is faced.

- James Baldwin

Questions?e




PLEASE REACH OUT WITH YOUR FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

T, S i

LINKEDIN EMAIL PHONE
TATIANA-MASTERS-PHD MASTERSTATIANA@GMAIL.COM 206-380-5921



